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| did not make this information, I'll credit the original. 


Article 1: By Harold Francis on quora 


People insist that it’s harmless because it is. 


Child pornography (aka: child sex abuse material/CSAM) is illegal because it is a form of child 
abuse. The material would not exist unless a child were abused in order to make it. And since a 
demand exists for this type of material, that in-turn creates a demand for child sex abuse. Society 
has a vested interest in eliminating this market for this material that, by its very nature, endangers 


the safety and well-being of actual, real children. 


However, that justification is not in any way applicable to works of fiction, such as loli/shota anime 
and manga, as there is no real child involved or exploited in order to make it.Fictional children are 
not ‘children’. They’re drawings, nothing more than lines on paper designed to merely ‘appear to 


be’ a minor. 


There is no empirical evidence which would justify the censorship of, or criminal prohibition 


of loli/shota pornography. 


Studies have been conducted into the effects of pornography, especially child pornography, and 
although there’s conflicting findings and conclusions for such a controversial topic, the scientific 
community at large has refrained from claiming a causal link between pornography consumption 


and sexual aggression and sexual violence. 


While there are people who claim that lolicon has an indirect causal relationship with CSA, this 
claim is, and has always been without merit and constantly conflates correlation with causation in 
tandem with a flagrant misunderstanding of pedophilia and how pedophiles think and act.A causal 
relationship between two variables is defined as one that meets the criteria for causation, in that 


events or effects relating to the variables are caused by one another.(Example: Smoking cigarettes 


is causally related to lung disease, in that the damage caused to trigger said disease is caused by 


the act of smoking in excess) 


Pedophiles are an understandably controversial group. They’re characterized by a sexual 
preference for children, which is often times attributed to acts of child sexual exploitation and 
abuse. However, the empirical consensus on pedophilia has changed, with the DSM-5 
differentiating a paraphilia from a paraphilic disorder and, in-turn, distinguishing pedophilia from 
pedophilic disorder, which is commonly associated and attributed to acts of contact CSA or CSAM 


consumption. 


Contrary to popular belief, pedophilia does not mean CSA/CP consumer. It’s estimated that the 
majority of pedophiles are non-offenders who are not likely to commit hands-on CSA offenses or 
consume CSAM, and CP offenders are statistically less likely to commit hands-on offenses, though 
many hands-on offenders may happen to consume CP. This belief is furthered by studies done on 
forensic and clinical samples (prisoners and those seeking help) and non-forensic, general 
population samples by surveying them and their desires and how they relate to their actions, or lack 
thereof. Most of the studies done on clinical samples were mixed, with many suffering from 
methodological inconsistencies with their respective sample sizes, as well as the participants 
themselves, whereas the general population studies suffered from similar issues, but were 
considered better because of the sample sizes.Studies were also conducted on samples of 
hands-on CSA offenders, who all exhibited far more concerning characteristics than CP 
consumption, as opposed to CP/CSAM offenders.In conjunction with the forensic studies and the 
general population studies, it can be inferred that sexual desire and indulgence in fantasy material, 
and even CP, are not causal factors, with some studies finding correlations and others not.This, 
coupled with the fact that non-offending pedophiles are known to consume legal, victimless fictional 


material to cope with their desires, further diminishes the possibility of a causal relationship. 


As for arguments claiming it “normalizes” and “sexualizes” children in the media is also wrong. 
Though normalization is a legitimate sociological phenomena, the manner in which it is used here 
is somewhat (or wholly) inapplicable, as it makes too many negative slippery-slope/domino effect 


assumptions without considering 


e whether similar claims regarding violent media and violent crime had the same 
effects as pornography, and whether or not those effects were substantial or trivial 
(hint: it didn’t and there wasn’t any) 

e whether the clear, apparent distinction between reality and fantasy is applicable to 
sexual or pornographic matters, as in, consumers with a pedophilic sexual interest 
understand that what goes on in fantasy is only okay in fantasy 


e whether the concept of pedophilia is even capable of reaching “normalization” status 
with regard to societal stigma towards acts of CSA and CP ‘gatekeeping’ society from 
taking them on, and if possible, a niche genre of cartoon/comic book pornography 
would do that 

e whether the difference between a hypothetical, fantasy child being sexualized is 
different from an actual child is substantial or meaningful enough 


The “normalization” fallacy is carried by the assumption that repeated exposure to this type of 
material and the people who consume it will ‘desensitize’ others to the serious nature of CSA and 
pedophilia, or even enable encouragement by breeding subcultures and groups who turn a blind 
eye to it.This too, is inapplicable because human beings can differentiate reality from fantasy, even 
with regard to sexual desires and paraphilias. Pedophiles who consume CP are usually fully-aware 
of their actions and the harm being done, but disregard it. Others may try to justify or even excuse it 


with spurious reasoning or anecdotes. 
Sources: 


“Child pornography, pedophilia, and contact offending: the empirical 


research.”http://wapercyfoundation.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/05/news_ resources Dr William 
Thompson_expert_report_-Met_v_Adamson..pdf 


“Testing the Confluence Model of the Association Between Pornography Use and Male Sexual 
Aggression: A Longitudinal Assessment in Two Independent Adolescent Samples from 
Croatia” Testing the Confluence Model of the Association Between Pornography Use and Male 


Sexual Aggression: A Longitudinal Assessment in Two Independent Adolescent Samples from 
Croatia 


“Pornography and Sexual Aggression: Can Meta-Analysis Find a Link?” Pornography and Sexual 
Aggression: Can Meta-Analysis Find a Link? - Christopher J. Ferguson, Richard D. Hartley, 2020 


“An Internet study of men sexually attracted to children: Correlates of sexual offending against 


children.”https://psycnet.apa.org/record/2016-47529-007 


“Identifying the Coping Strategies of Nonoffending Pedophilic and Hebephilic Individuals From 
Their Online Forum Posts”https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/full/10.1177/1079063220965953 


“Criminalising fabricated images of child pornography: a matter of harm or morality?” Criminalising 
fabricated images of child pornography: a matter of harm or morality? | Legal Studies | Cambridge 
Core 


“Report: Cartoon Paedophilia Harmless”Report: cartoon paedophilia harmless - The Post 


“Aggression in Pornography: Myths and Realities’Aggression in Pornography 


‘The Lolicon Guy:' Some Observations on Researching Unpopular Topics in Japan” The Lolicon 


Guy:' Some Observations on Researching Unpopular Topics in Japan 


“Lolicon: The Reality of 'Virtual Child Pornography' in Japan” Lolicon: The Reality of 'Virtual Child 
Pornography’ in Japan 


Article 2: Ekaterina Kova on Quora 


| think some of the concepts involved regarding the topic of lolicon can be pretty disgusting. | know 
for a fact | want NOTHING to do with it. Its understandable why many people would want it banned 
worldwide without a second thought. But after thinking it through, | conclude that it is very likely 


harmless for the most part as it does not cause real child abuse. 


As a general rule, if there is no victim, there is no crime. It makes sense to fine those who create 
victims, place them on probation if they are dangerous or even lock them up if they pose a very 
high risk to society. But as far as I’m concerned, drawing “lolicon” which is just anime cartoon that 


involves fictional characters that look very juvenile, even in sexual situations has no victims. 


If by “harmful” you mean it causes crime. Well... not quite. In fact, a study conducted does not 
show a causal effect that cartoons that depict fictional childlike characters in sexual situations 


increase crimes whatsoever. 
The article on The Copenhagen Post (linked below) states the following: 


‘It’s gratifying that we now have documentation that as far as we are aware there is no connection 
between animated child pornography and actual crimes, meaning there is no need to further 
criminalise this area,” Mchangama told Information. “The whole affair is a classic example of 
something catching the eye of a politician who finds a need to symbolically change the law without 


actually looking at the facts.” 


Flemming Møller Mortensen, the Socialdemokraterne culture spokesperson, also welcomed the 


report. 


“It is good that the Sexologisk Klinik has looked into this,” Maller told Information. “As long as it 
cannot be proven that these drawings encourage damaging behavior then I think we ought to 


protect freedom of speech and artistic expression.” 


Source: Report shows that depict fictional childlike characters in sexual situations HARMLESS 


In other words, there is no evidence that it increases crime! Many have argued in favor of 
criminalizing lolicon cartoons because they falsely believe that it “normalizes” abuse. But there is 
no evidence that it does. The lolicon cartoons moral panic very much reminds me of the violent 
video game and RPG moral panic back in the 1990s. There were fears this would lead to the 
“normalization” of violence and that minors would be inspired to commit real world felonies. But this 
is not what we saw. We saw the continued decline in violent crime. Similar moral panics also 
happened regarding adult pornography, but there has been no causal link between adult 


pornography and rape. 


Even in very rare and isolated instances in which a lunatic commits a crime because of something 
he saw on TV, only the lunatic is culpable for the crime he committed. You don’t get to blame the 
producers of entertainment, you are responsible for only your own behaviors. It’s time we recognize 
that “normalization” is not a sufficiently good enough reason to turn a piece of property into a 


contraband and doing so for this reason is a serious violation of our civil liberties. 


Laws which criminalize lolicon cartoons criminalize sexual depictions are quite often based on 
subjective age, ie what age does the character “look” like. | do not believe criminal or civil law 
shouldn’t be enforced based on such a subjective criteria. Who gets to decide whether something 
is “child like " or “adult like”? What “looks" 17 years old and what “looks” 18 years old? Two people 
can disagree about what that means. This will undoubtedly lead to a chilling effect against young 
looking adults in art and artistic styles where adults look quite young such as anime. This is why 
child pornography law must be limited to images that involve real minors. Such as photographs and 
videos and even photo manipulations of actual minors. It does not matter whether the person 
“looks” 25 or “looks” 12. What matters is how old was she when the photo was taken of her! This is 


a very objective standard and there is minimal risk of a chilling effect on benign material. 


The reason Child sexual abuse material is rightfully banned and aggressively censored by the state 
is because CSAM has actual victims — the individuals filmed. And the fact that under 18s cannot 
consent to being used in pornography. Victims of CSAM often have more stress and PTSD from 
knowing these horrible images are being circulated. Furthermore, the circulation of abuse material 
(such as hosting it on a CSAM site) can indeed lead to more of this terrible stuff being produced. 


Which is why it is rightfully banned, and censored. | personally find the idea of PhotoDNA quite 


fascinating, as it presents an automated means to remove this heinous material from the web. 
Victims benefit from knowing that the memorabilia of their abuse is being taken down. The general 
public benefits from knowing that the odds of them accidentally, mistakenly or negligently accessing 


this content is reduced. | do think a world free from CSAM is worth striving for. 


The same cannot be said of lolicon which is produced without the exploitation of a real person. I’ve 
read of people calling lolicon “child pornography”, but that is not accurate at all. Lolicon characters 
are objectively not children because they are not actual minors. “Fictional children” are not children. 
It does not matter if the artist puts “ages” on the characters. They are not real! The illustrations are 
lines on a piece of paper. Fictional characters do not have rights and the fueling of the supply via 
circulation of lolicon at worst may only encourage producers of this art to produce more lolicon. You 
can argue all you want that they look somewhat kidlike. But so does a lot of legal adult 
pornography, yet it would be deeply unethical to police the bodies of women and tell them they 


can’t produce porn because they don’t have the right body type. 


Right now, it’s perfectly legal to use an pornographic image of an unusually young looking adult, 
and rightfully so. But what if it turned out that it was CGI and produced without involvement of any 
human (ie: not based on any real human references), does it suddenly make it morally wrong? | 
don't think so, as neither fictionally generated porn nor consensual adult porn are abusive. When it 
comes to prohibitions related to pornography, the question should never be whether they look 
childlike. The questions should always be whether they use actual children, or when adults are 
involved — whether consent was violated. Whether the adult or fictional character in question 


“looks” really young should be completely irrelevant. 


| should point out that while | strongly oppose the state making lolicon a crime, | also strongly 
support platforms removing this stuff from their news feed. Freedom of speech is about preventing 
the government from censoring or prosecuting you over lolicon cartoons, but you are not entitled to 
a microphone to post it. They have the freedom of speech to not allow it on their platforms. I'd 
rather see it in it’s own little space where people like myself aren’t going to stumble into it. The 
same goes to hardcore pornography, | strongly oppose banning it, but | like social media platforms 


that protect users from stumbling into it. 


Article 3: by Sam Bowen 


Question: Do | deserve to die for liking lolicon? 


I’m going to be truthfully honest here; seeing this question pop up in my email immediately lowered 
my mood and made me feel a great deal of misery. In short, | don’t think you deserve to die. But, of 


course, I’m also going to present a longer answer to your question. 


First and foremost, there should be made a clear distinction between lolicon and pedophilia. 
Pedophilia is a form of paraphilia - an abnormal sexual desire, usually involving extreme or 
dangerous activities that can harm oneself or others. Pedophilia in particular is the sexual attraction 
of young, prepubescent children. Lolicon, on the other hand, is the sexual attraction to fictional 
characters, whether or not they are canonically prepubescent doesn’t matter as long as they 
appear to be so, which can be found in lolicon media in the forms of anime, manga, and other 
anime-related media such as visual novels. It’s also worth noting that pedophilia can be an 
attraction to both male and female children, whereas lolicon is exclusively an attraction to females. 


The male equivalent to lolicon is shotacon. 


Now, why did I feel the need to define both words? That would be because some people confuse 
pedophilia for lolicon, and vise versa, and some use the words interchangeably. However, | believe 
lolicon to be a completely different sexual desire to pedophilia, and now | will try to explain why as 
best | can. 


Pedophilia is a harmful sexual desire. Child molesters will try to groom and/or rape real, young, 
impressionable children. | cannot stress just how disgusted | am by child molesters, and | sincerely 
hope you're disgusted - or at least angered - by them as well. There are also pedophiles who do 
not physically try to have sex with children, but still do directly harm them through child 
pornography. It doesn’t matter whether they are the ones producing, distributing, or consuming it; 
the mere fact that they are supporting the production of child pornography will inevitably put more 
children at risk. 


| know that there are also pedophiles who try to sugarcoat their sexual attraction, claiming 
themselves to be “pedosexuals” and a part of the LGBT+ community. While | do support the LGBT+ 
community, | can never support pedophilia. One can not compare pedophilia to, say, 
homosexuality. The two are very different and homosexuality is completely harmless as long as it’s 
between two consenting adults. Pedophilia is not a mere sexual attraction, it is paraphilia. 
Paraphilia itself is not necessarily a bad thing; other examples of paraphilia include sadism and 


masochism. However, pedophilia is one of the most, if not the most, dangerous paraphilia. 


Even with all that said, | do not believe pedophiles deserve to die. Maybe it’s just my own 


subjective morality, but | do not believe any person truly “deserves” to die. Of course, there are 


those that | despise and believe should be locked away and left to rot, but | wouldn’t personally kill 
them even if | had the chance. | should also state that not all pedophiles support the production of 
child pornography. It is possible to be a pedophile and live your whole life never acting on your 
urges. | think that these pedophiles deserve some help and therapy, instead of blind hate. However, 
child molesters and pedophiles that do act on their urges definitely should be hated, since they are 


scum. 
Now, let’s talk about the matter at hand - lolicon. 


Lolicon does not harm anyone. As I've stated, pedophilia is the sexual attraction to real children - 
key word: real. Lolicon is the sexual attraction to drawings and depictions of young girls. It should 
also be noted that these depictions are never realistic and always have an over-exaggerated 
appearance in the style of anime and manga. “Why is this difference important?” one may ask. 
“They are both sexual desires targeting young girls,” one may state. To put it simply, liking lolicon is 


no different to being attracted to stick-men. 


Lolicon cannot be compared to pedophilia. One involves the sexual abuse of actual children, and 
the other does not. No child is present in the making of lolicon material, thus no child is being 
harmed. If it’s the characters age that causes one to believe that lolicon and pedophilia are the 
same, | have two things to say. Firstly, not all lolicons are children. Some of these characters are 
older but happen to look much younger. Secondly, even if the character is canonically a child, it 
doesn’t matter. It still wouldn’t be child pornography because their age, much like their appearance, 
is entirely fabricated. This doesn’t just apply to lolis, this applies to all fictional characters. They are 


not real. Their age is not real. Nothing about them is real. 


If it’s their appearance that causes one to believe that lolicon and pedophilia are the same, | must 
leave the reminder: it’s not real. | still struggle to comprehend why it’s seemingly so difficult for 
others to understand that art which depicts things similar to reality, depicts things that do not 
actually exist within reality; regardless of how close to life-like it may be. Viewing lolicon material is 


not the same as viewing child pornography: they are two separate industries. 


Now, what about those that claim you’re a pedophile for liking lolicon? They are wrong. Not 
everybody who likes lolicon is a pedophile, however, there are some pedophiles who like lolicon. 
What do I think of them? | believe it’s better for them to use lolicon as a substitute instead of 
sexually abusing real children. But what if they start harming children after viewing lolicon? This is 
an absurd question! Tell me, do those who play violent video games suddenly begin to commit 
actual acts of violence? No, of course they d- But what about all those school shootings? This is an 


even dumber question. Violent video games don’t suddenly cause people to become violent. Those 


that commit violent acts after playing video games were already violent before playing video 
games. Likewise, those that harm children after viewing lolicon were already doing it - or thinking 


about it - before viewing lolicon. 


| also should mention that those that like lolicon are supporting many talented artists and the 
freedom of expression in art. There are many artists and writers that produce lolicon material within 
the anime and manga industries, both male and female. You may even be shocked to find out just 
how many females are working in the industry. These women wouldn’t even have jobs if it wasn’t 


for all the people supporting their work. 


| strongly believe that it is okay to like lolicon. You’re not harming anyone for liking lolicon. You’re 
supporting talented artists by liking lolicon. Most importantly, you’re not encouraging child 
pornography, but rather a healthier alternative. There is so much good that can come from you 


liking lolicon. You do not deserve to die. 


So, tell me: Why do you think you should die? Why should anyone think you should die? Who has 


the right to dictate the worth of your life? Do you think there is anything wrong with lolicon? 
It is okay to like lolicon. Let’s all love lolis. 


Article 4: tweet and transcript 


Original: httos://mobile.twitter.com/OverexcitedDran/status/1398239 734372225024 ?s=19 
Transcript: 


Question: This is not true. What about fantasies of raping kids? Harming people? They have 
literally been correlated with sex acts. 


Caseylytle Answer: Well, I'm glad you brought this up. Um, the directionality of that 
correlation can be problematic, because it is the same problem there with criminal profiling. 
And then that data comes from people who are known to have engaged in the behavior and 
then caught. Not from everyone who has the fantasy. 


Violent, antisocial and general tabboo fantasies are extremely common. In fact, they're 
thought to be a normal way for the brain to process emotions and vent in a safe scenario 
without engaging in the behavior. It's only when those fantasies start to dominate and 
escalate, that then they are a risk. But having the fantasy itself is no indicator that you're at 
greater risk of engaging the behavior. Um, video games get a bad rep any time a school 
shooter is known to have played a violent video game beforehand. "Oh, the game must 


cause it!" Well, if we look at the population of video game players - and we have done this - 
we find from most of them, the game serves as a healthy venting without playing it out in 
real life. 


This source is from an actual psychology professor with years backing up his claim 


Article 5: by Travis Miles - on quora 


Please read the answer in full to see how this might actually harm real children. Skip down to 


the bold for why this is the case. 


Because it would be the epitome of a thought crime? They don’t exist in reality, nobody’s being 
exploited in producing this content, so the only reason to really ban it would be because it 
personally makes you uncomfortable (in which case, just don’t watch it). You probably live in a 
society where murder is portrayed as acceptable fiction. Banning loli material really wouldn't be 
any more different from banning other types of material, as... Well, here’s a quote by a Supreme 
Court member: 

“One man's vulgarity is another's lyric” 

Literally, there’s no reason to ban it beyond just making you uncomfortable. And that’s ok, what 
you consider disgusting is acceptable to someone else, and this is all purely subjective. No 
actual children are being exploited here, so what business is it of yours who is watching and 
buying it? Your heart’s in the right place, but the road to Hell is paved with good intentions. 

| won't just explain why it isn’t banned (aside from thoughtcrimes not being cool), PII explain why 
it's a good thing to be legal. 

Let’s just place all that aside for a moment. Let’s just pretend all lolicons are actually pedos (I’m 
sure there’s some overlap, much like I’m sure there are FPS/TPS gamers who go on to kill 
people with guns for fun even if most gamers don’t enjoy being around real, bullet riddled 


bodies). And let’s imagine what happens if you ban this content. All of it is now illegal. 


Studies indicate that pornography decreases sexual violence. It provides a safe, harmless outlet 
for these urges, and without them... Yeah. 

In American prisons, you lock up a bunch of men together and they don’t have any way of 
relieving that tension. They can’t see women and there’s no porn on the inside, so they turn to 
other men, willing or not... 

There was a man (IIRC, he was a registered sex offender prior to this) who said that his sex doll 
that resembled a minor decreased his urges to go for real children. 

So, let’s imagine you have these potential predators with urges towards real children. They 
haven't done anything yet, and they have no reason to in the foreseeable future because they 
have a safe outlet to direct their urges towards. You take away that outlet and now those urges 
have nowhere to go. They just fester on the inside, bubbling up and... Well, some might be 
capable of controlling themselves, but not all of them will. 

By banning this material, you potentially put children at risk. You have a bunch of people with no 
way to express these urges safely, and the chance they might not be capable of controlling 
themselves around real children. Some pedos have restraint not to hurt kids, all the power to 
them for not ruining a child’s life just to get their rocks off... But there are some who don’t have 
that restraint, or may lose it when sexual frustration enters the picture when a harmless 
alternative is taken away. 

So what’s more important? “Protecting real children by giving their potential abusers a safe 
outlet” or “feeling better about yourself for protecting imaginary people at the risk of letting 
sexually frustrated pedos wander around with the hope they have restraint to never act on their 
impulses...” 

I’m all for protecting real children. They need to be protected, and preventing potential abusers 
from being pent up enough to try something is a great way to start... The alternative that | see, 
which is more worrying, is that your morals are more important to you than protecting actual 


children from abuse and a lifetime of trauma by preventing the abuse in the first place. 


So... What’s more important to you? 


Article 6: Also by Harold Francis on quora 
Because they have no real argument. 


TL;DR - People claiming lolis in anime (or lolicon hentai) “normalize” a sexual interest in 
children are misusing the term and the facts of the matter don't support their claims. 


The idea that lolicon/shotacon “normalizes” pedophilia or a sexual interest in children isn’t 
new. These concerns have always been a staple of detractors and concerned citizens 
surrounding the nature of pedophilic literature or media. 


The problem with these concerns is that they're unfounded. They often employ 
psycho-sociological concepts, like human learning, reward-behavior functions, 
overexposure, desensitization, etc. 


While these concepts aren't invalid, applying them all at once in the limited context of media 
exposure and culture is extremely obtuse and simply does not withstand scrutiny. 


To imply that a sexual interest in children can be “normalized” by the availability and 
existence of material that falls within a niche genre or subgenre of media that portrays it in 
a neutral, or even positive light goes against the grain of how humans impart ideas on a 
realistic sense. 


They confuse and conflate “destigmatization” with normalization outright because they're 
being exposed to something that they're conditioned socially to reject and despise, and the 
anxiety invoked by this exposure can cause individuals to seek validation from within like 
minded circles or groups, akin to a “hugbox” or support network. 


The main issue here is that, unlike destigmatization, normalization is something that affects 
society as a whole. Wearing two-piece bikinis became “normalized” in the mid to late 20th 
century, and nowadays you'd be hard-pressed to find a beach or pool area where women 
aren't wearing them. 


Homosexuality is often thought to be normalized, but in reality, it isn’t. While there’s nothing 
wrong with being gay (I support gay rights), to claim that it’s normalized or even 
destigmatized is a stretch. There are many progressive, modern-day communities that 
consider it ‘normal’, the fact of the matter is that there are still many communities and 
subcultures which greatly detest the very concept of being gay, and sadly such groups are 
still very prevalent and influential in our society. 


Pedophilia is an unfortunate reality that affects a lot of people, and sadly, it’s more often 
than not misunderstood. 


A lot of people equate pedophiles, even non-offending ones, to “ticking time bombs” who 
will inevitably commit a sexual offense, be it in the form of child pornography consumption 
or hands-on contact offending. 


The issue with this myth is that it also doesn't withstand scrutiny. Studies with pedophilic 
individuals from both forensic and general populations, as well as the effects of 
pornography consumption on these groups, has failed to corroborate the “ticking time 
bomb” claim, in addition to the fact that both the DSM-5 and the ICD-11 de-pathologized 
pedophilia as a disorder on its own, delineating it from “pedophilic disorder” as a “pedophilic 
sexual orientation/interest”. 


While it is true that there are people with pedophilic desires who actively prey on, sexually 
exploit and abuse children, the vast majority of them also suffer from antisocial personality 
disorders and a plethora of other mental illnesses in conjunction with their sexual interest, 
or are simply opportunistic predators who derive pleasure from exploiting others, as is the 
case with adult rapists and CSA offenders who do not meet the diagnostic criteria for 
pedophilic disorder. 


The pornographic material these offenders may consume has not been shown to have a 
meaningful, causal relationship with their propensity to commit sexual offenses, as the 
same media is more often than not consumed by non-offenders who share the same sexual 
interests but lack any of the causative variables more closely associated with CSA or 
general sexual abuse. 


With that out of the way, it only leads to a cultural argument that, again, is fallaciously 
misused and rests on pessimistic, unfounded assumptions designed to offend and shock 
you, rather than actually convince you. 


Sources: 


Prevalence and correlates of individuals with sexual interest in children: A systematic review 


Overall, the findings indicate inconsistencies in terms of methodology and 
definition/diagnostic criteria of sexual interest in children. Further research in this area 
using recommended methodology to avoid biases is recommended. 


https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/33691252/ 


“Child pornography, pedophilia, and contact offending: the empirical research.” 


http://wapercyfoundation.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/05/news_resources_Dr_William_T 
hompson_expert_report_-Met_v_Adamson..pdf 


“Testing the Confluence Model of the Association Between Pornography Use and Male 
Sexual Aggression: A Longitudinal Assessment in Two Independent Adolescent Samples 
from Croatia” 


Testing the Confluence Model of the Association Between Pornography Use and Male 


Sexual Aggression: A Longitudinal Assessment in Two Independent Adolescent Samples 
from Croatia - Archives of Sexual Behavior 


According to confluence model theorizing, pornography use contributes to sexual violence, 
but only among men who are predisposed to sexual aggression. Support for this assertion 
is limited to cross-sectional research, which cannot speak to the temporal ordering of 
assumed causes and consequences. To address this issue, we employed generalized linear 
mixed modeling to determine whether hostile masculinity, impersonal sexuality, and 
pornography use, and their interactions, predicted change in the odds of subsequently 
reported sexual aggression in two independent panel samples of male Croatian 
adolescents (N1 = 936 with 2808 observations; N2 = 743 with 2972 observations). While we 
observed the link between hostile masculinity and self-reported sexual aggression in both 
panels, we found no evidence that impersonal sexuality and pornography use increased the 
odds of subsequently reporting sexual aggression—regardless of participants’ predisposed 
risk. This study's findings are difficult to reconcile with the view that pornography use plays 
a causal role in male sexual violence. 


https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s10508-020-01824-6 


“An Internet study of men sexually attracted to children: Correlates of sexual offending 
against children.” 


https://psycnet.apa.org/record/2016-47529-007 


“Identifying the Coping Strategies of Nonoffending Pedophilic and Hebephilic Individuals 
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Lolicon: The Reality of ‘Virtual Child Pornography’ in Japan 
Patrick W. Galbraith, The University of Tokyo 


Abstract: As its popular culture rapidly disseminates around the world, there is increasing 
pressure on Japan to meet global standards for regulating child pornography, and certain 
types of purely fictional images have been implicated. One of the keywords is Jolicon (or 
rorikon), used to describe manga, anime and games that feature “underage” characters in 
sexual and sometimes violent situations. This paper examines the large and long-standing 
community of fans (among those referred to as otaku) in Japan who produce and consume 
lolicon works to question the assumptions of media effects. In recent debates in Japan, 
proponents of new legislation, which was eventually adopted, argued that sexual and 
violent representations in manga and anime should be specially regulated because such 
content is “the same for whoever reads or watches and there is only one way to understand 
it.” However, a review of lolicon culture suggests that messages and receptions are, and 
have always been, much more varied and complex. Even the relation between fiction and 
reality is not at all straightforward. Responding to the new legislation, Fujimoto Yukari 
comments that manga and anime are “not always about the representation of objects of 
desire that exist in reality, nor about compelling parties to realize their desires in reality.” 
From a legal standpoint, no identifiable minor is involved in the production of /olicon and 
no physical harm is done. There is no evidence to support the claim that the existence of 
lolicon, or engagement with such content, encourages “cognitive distortions” or criminal 
acts. As Mark McLelland argues, criminalizing such material represents a form of 
“thought censorship” and a trend towards the “juridification of imagination.” This 
potentially might shut down alternative spaces of imagination and communities 


negotiating or opposing dominant cultural meanings. 
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Introduction 

As its popular culture rapidly disseminates around the world, there is increasing 
pressure on Japan to meet global standards for regulating child pornography, and certain 
types of purely fictional images have been implicated.' One of the keywords is lolicon (or 


rorikon), used to 
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describe manga, anime and games that feature “underage”’ characters in sexual and 


sometimes violent situations. This paper examines the large and long-standing community 
of fans (among those referred to as otaku) in Japan who produce and consume lolicon 
works to question the assumptions of media effects. In recent debates in Japan, proponents 
of new legislation, which was eventually adopted,’ argued that sexual and violent 
representations in manga and anime should be specially regulated because such content is 
“the same for whoever reads or watches and there is only one way to understand it.” 
However, a review of lolicon culture suggests that messages and receptions are, and have 
always been, much more varied and complex. Even the relation between fiction and reality 
is not at all straightforward. Responding to the new legislation, Fujimoto Yukari 
comments that manga and anime are “not always about the representation of objects of 
desire that exist in reality, nor about compelling parties to realize their desires in reality.” 
From a legal standpoint, no identifiable minor is involved in the production of lolicon and 
no physical harm is done. As Mark McLelland argues, criminalizing such material 
represents a form of “thought censorship” (McLelland 2005) and a trend towards the 
‘Suridification of imagination” (McLelland, forthcoming). This potentially might shut 


down alternative spaces of imagination and communities negotiating or opposing 


dominant cultural meanings. 


The ‘Lolita effect’ 


Critics such as Naito Chizuko have called Japan a “loliconized society” (rorikonka 


suru shakai), where lolicon has come to represent “societal desire in a broader sense” 


(Naito 2010: 328). It is important to keep in mind, however, that Japan is not necessarily 
unique in the production and consumption of sexualized images of young girls. John 
Hartley notes that the democratization of the public sphere through popular media was 
“conducted through the media of feminization and sexualization” (Hartley 1998: 48). The 
mass media tends to communicate using images of young girls (drawing an audience and 
holding its attention), and to position the comfort-seeking consumer as an infantilized and 
feminized subject. Hartley refers to this phenomenon as “juvenation,” or “the creative 
practice of communicating...via the medium of youthfulness” (Hartley 1998: 51). The 
increased public fascination with youth is accompanied by a discursive drive to patrol age 


boundaries, thereby producing the reified category of the child. 
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Transgression is documented and prominently reported to a captivated audience; this is 


perpetuated by the promise of high ratings and profits. M. Gigi Durham agrees that the 
sexualization of girls is a general phenomenon in capitalist societies, and identifies the 
emergence of what she calls the “Lolita effect,” or a “distorted and delusional set of myths 
about girls’ sexuality” (Durham 2009: 12).° Durham traces this primarily to the drive to 
cultivate consumers as early as possible, which erodes boundaries between children and 


adults: 


“Marketers call this ‘age compression,’ or ‘KGOY’ — ‘Kids Getting Older 
Younger’ — and this marketing construct is blurring the line between adults and children, 
especially with regard to sexuality. ... Increasingly, very young girls are becoming 
involved in the sphere of fashion, images, and activities that encourage them to flirt with a 
decidedly grown-up eroticism and sexuality. ... Increasingly, adult sexual motifs are 
overlapping with childhood — specifically girlhood, shaping an environment in which 
young girls are increasingly seen as valid participants in the public culture of sex” 


(Durham 2009: 126, 21, 115). 


This has to do with maximizing profits, but also with making the sexuality of 
young girls into a spectacle, ostensibly to appeal to boys and men, but also to girls and 


women. Even as sex becomes a spectacle, there are limited chances to discuss its realities 


(Durham 2009: 51). By Durham’s estimation, the results are clear. In the United States, an 
estimated 25 percent of girls (and 20 percent of boys) have been molested (Durham 2009: 
12). The rate of teen pregnancy and abortion is the highest in the industrialized world — 


eight times that of Japan (Durham 2009: 28). 


While agreeing with many of Durham’s assertions, this paper does not agree that 
all images of sexualized children, including those that are purely fictional, are equally part 
of the problem, that all of these images, regardless of context, exploit girls and empower 
men, and that ideology is necessarily aligned with images.’ It follows Shigematsu Setsu in 
rejecting theories of mass culture as a “direct reflection of the minds and desires of the 
masses” or a direct influence on consumers (Shigematsu 1999: 128). In support of this, 
Milton Diamond and Uchiyama Ayako show a trend towards more violent pornography 
and fewer sex crimes in Japan (Diamond and Uchiyama 1999). This is not to suggest that 
consuming images of sexual violence somehow compensates for or relieves real desires. 


Glenn G. Sparks has surveyed existing studies on media 
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effects, and concludes that the evidence does not support the “catharsis theory” (Sparks 


2010: 89- 92). A violent person watching violent media does not become less violent, and 
may even demonstrate elevated levels of violence for a short period of time after exposure. 
However, as Sparks also points out, not everyone reacts to media in the same way, and 
those without violent tendencies do not simply develop them when exposed to violent 
media. With this in mind, the Diamond and Uchiyama finding might be interpreted as 
follows: violent pornography does not necessarily reflect the desires of viewers or 
influence them to commit sex crimes. Likewise, the urge to view images of sexualized 
girls does not necessarily reflect the desires of viewers or influence them to physically 
abuse girls. In Japan, where sexually explicit material depicting fictional minors is 
“readily available and widely consumed” (Diamond and Uchiyama 1999: 9),* there does 
not appear to be sexual abuse of children to the extent of, for instance, the United 
States.°Japan offers an opportunity to see how another modern capitalist nation deals with 


the Lolita effect. 


Shojo and Japanese consumer culture 


Japan has a history of positioning the young girl at the center of consumer and 
media culture. By the 1970s, the tumultuous years of military occupation, economic 
recovery and social upheaval were over, and consumerism was rapidly rising (Murakami 
2005: 119, 192; see also Yoda 2000). This engendered a turning point in Japan so drastic 
that Yoshimi Shun’ya argues it was the beginning of “post-postwar society” (Yoshimi 
2009). Tokyo was one of the most capital-saturated urban centers in the world, and an 
unprecedented amount was invested in advertising, packaging, design and image 
production (Yoshimi 2009: 56). Otsuka Eiji argues that the young girl, or “shdjo,” became 
a dominant image in the media, representing consumptive pleasure suspended from 


productive functions (Otsuka 1989: 18, 20). John Whittier Treat comments: 


“Magazines, radio, above all television: in whatever direction one turns, the barely 
(and thus ambiguously) pubescent woman is there both to promote products and purchase 
them, to excite the consumer and herself be thrilled by the flurry of goods and services 
that circulate like toys around her” (Treat 1993: 361). 


Image & Narrative, Vol 12, Nol (2011) 86 
It is important to keep in mind that the shdjo is not necessarily real. She is, as 


Honda Masuko describes her, “something evanescent, something that has no shape or 
actuality. Should we risk articulating this idea in words, we might label it ‘the illusion of 


999 


beauty’” (Honda 2010: 32). Treat proposes that the shdjo is not necessarily male or 
female, but rather is a distinct gender “importantly detached from the productive economy 
of heterosexual reproduction” (Treat 1993: 364). To a certain extent, then, the 


progressively younger age is predictable. Serizawa Shunsuke comments: 


“Shojo [girls] excel in cuteness, ydjo [little girls] in innocence, and both have 
begun to signify an idealized Eros. The tendency to attribute this quality to females at 
ever-younger ages can be seen as the inevitable consequence of the spontaneous drive in 


consumer society to market an unproductive Eros as a new universal — a new commodity” 


(Otsuka and Nakamori 1989: 73). 


The shdjo was the first to be identified as unproductive, but certainly not the last. 
Soon, not just young girls, but also boys, women and men were “pure consumers” (junsui 
na shohisha) shut away in pleasure rooms disconnected from concerns of society and the 
state (Matsui 2005: 210-211). To phrase this in Hartley’s terms, mass media in Japan 
communicated through images of young girls (shdjo), and comfort-seeking consumers 


were positioned as infantilized and feminized subjects (shdjo) (Hartley 1998: 51). 


In the 1970s, some began to find the shdjo, the woman who is not one, to be an 
appealing fictional ideal. Novelist and critic Honda Toru argues that at the time 
consumption had come to play an increasingly important role in courting in Japan, and 
women gravitated towards men with resources (Honda 2005: 66-67). He describes this as 
“love capitalism” (renai shihon shugi), an extension of market logic also reflected in 
discussion of “the love gap” (renai kakusa), roughly corresponding to the income gap. 
According to Honda, men marginalized by this system, especially “otaku” types investing 
in hobbies rather than relationships, turned to the fictional girls (the shojo) of manga and 
anime (Honda 2005: 59, 81, 151). Such characters provide “pure love” (junai), or love free 
of socioeconomic concerns (Honda 2005: 209). Seeing in this the chance of liberation, 
Honda proposes that men should abandon love capitalism, and along with it the bonds of 


socially constructed masculinity, and focus on building intimate relationships with two 
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dimensional girls (Honda 2005: 16, 81). Ito Kimio discusses this as a move towards a 


“culture of distance,” or the tendency to avoid direct physical engagement and instead 
visualize and control fantasy objects (Ito 1992: 93-95). Simply, some men could not keep 
up with the rapid pace of changes in femininity, and so disengaged from real adult women. 
This resonates with Durham’s proposition that the Lolita effect was encouraged by the 
patriarchal backlash against feminism (Durham 2009: 129),'°but the use of images/objects 
is more complicated than just male empowerment. Sharon Kinsella suggests that the shdjo 
possessed her own power, and male viewers both abused and identified with her to 


negotiate an ambiguous gender position (Kinsella 2006: 83). Specifically speaking of 


lolicon, Kinsella discusses the shdjo as a performance scripted by and for men, one that 
became central for those transitioning from the “male” position of producer to the 


“female” position of consumer. 


Risk and pre-emptive discipline 


A recurrent point in the discussion of lolicon and the broader “Lolita effect” is the 
emergence of an environment where children are endangered by adult sexuality. The 
possibility of “cognitive distortions” and future crimes is reason to regulate, if not censor, 
images now. This discourse of risk management needs to be placed in historical and 
theoretical context. Michel Foucault points out that in the 18th century the idea of 
“decency” began to appear in legislation and its enforcement (Foucault 1988). However, 
“in the pornographic explosion and the profits that it involves, in this new atmosphere, it is 
no longer possible to use” decency “to make the law function” (Foucault 1988: 6).'' As 


Foucault sees it: 


“[W]hat is emerging is a new penal system, a new legislative system, whose 
function is not so much to punish offenses against these general laws 
concerning decency, as to protect populations and parts of populations 
regarded as particularly vulnerable. In other words, the legislator will not 
justify the measures that he is proposing by saying: the universal decency of 
mankind must be defended. What he will say is: there are people for whom 
others’ sexuality may become a permanent danger. In this category, of course, 
are children, who may find themselves at the mercy of an adult sexuality that 
is alien to them and may well be harmful to them. Hence there is a legislation 
that appeals to this notion of a vulnerable population, a ‘high-risk population’” 
(Foucault 1988: 6). 
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For Foucault, the issue is that sexuality is not prohibited by precise laws against 


certain actions, but rather by a “roaming danger” or an “omnipresent phantom.” His 
example of children at risk proves an apt one. Indeed, Catherine Lumby points out that 
child abuse is paradoxically seen as totally aberrant and yet widespread in contemporary 


society; its “effects are seen everywhere but its source is impossible to locate” (Lumby 


1998: 47-48). The crime thus “attains a phantasmic status.” In the Internet age, where 
adults and children can come into unsupervised contact, there has been an explosion of 
cultural concern and a condemnation of child sex imagery, seen as a step towards child 
sex-abuse. Thus, as Mark McLelland summarizes, “any expression of sexual interest in 
children communicated via any medium is in need of surveillance, censorship and 
prosecution” (McLelland 2005: 62). The discourse is what James Kincaid calls a “gothic 
narrative” where there is only absolute good (the children) and absolute evil (the 


pedophiles), which are impossible to question (Kincaid 1998). 


At the practical level, legislation against the production, distribution and 
consumption of child pornography tends to separate images into three categories: real, 
pseudo and virtual (McLelland 2005: 63). The first category is a record of a crime. The 
second category involves digitally manipulated images of children that sexualize them, 
which represents an abuse of real children’s images and their right to privacy. The third 
category is concerned with purely fictional representations, for example lolicon manga, 
anime and games. As McLelland points out, “Since no actual child is harmed in any way 
as a result of the creation and dissemination of fictional images, issues of freedom of 
expression and thought come to the fore of legislating against this material” (McLelland 
2005: 64). The issue is the proper way to think, coupled with the “roaming danger” of 
those who might think the wrong way: 


“(T]he possibility that the sexualization of child cartoon characters may result 
in the reinforcement of ‘cognitive distortions’ requires regulation and 
management by the authorities. The proposition that the manipulation of 
cartoon or animated characters (and this is particularly so in games regulation) 
may pose a future risk to actual people is sufficient to regulate even this 
fantasy space where no actual person is harmed and no real crime is 
committed” (McLelland, forthcoming).”” 


McLelland draws attention to the situation in Australia, which at the time was in 
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to the United States, where the Supreme Court’s ruling in Ashcroft v. Free Speech 
Coalition (2002) seemed to protect virtual child pornography under the First 


Amendment’s right to free speech. 


This distinction is no longer so clear, however, as recent prosecution of obscene 
manga in the United States demonstrates. In May 2006, a 38-year-old Iowa man named 
Christopher Handley went to pick up a package of manga he ordered from Japan. He did 
not know that the Postal Inspector had obtained a warrant to search the package and found 
it to contain “cartoon images of objectionable content.” Handley took the package home, 
and was followed by agents from the Postal Inspector’s office, Immigration and Customs 
Enforcement Agency, Special Agents from the Iowa Division of Criminal Investigation 
and officers from the Glenwood Police Department. They seized his collection of over 
1,200 manga books and publications, hundreds of DVDs, VHS tapes, laser disks, seven 
computers and other documents. Handley was prosecuted, despite the fact that the seven 
items he ordered — many from the anthology Comic LO, or “Comic Lolita Only” — were 
only a small portion of his collection, that they were purchased for private consumption, 
and that there was no evidence to show that he had ever owned real child pornography. He 
faced penalties under the 2003 PROTECT Act (18 U.S.C. Section 1466A), which 
Congress passed after the Supreme Court struck down a broader law prohibiting any visual 
depictions of minors engaged in sexual activity. The PROTECT Act narrows the 
prohibition to cover only depictions that the defendant’s community would consider 


“obscene,” determined by the Miller test: 


(a) Whether the average person, applying contemporary community standards, would find 
that the work, taken as a whole, appeals to the prurient interest. 

(b) Whether the work depicts or describes, in a patently offensive way, sexual conduct 
specifically defined by the applicable state law. 

(c) Whether the work, taken as a whole, lacks serious literary, artistic, political, or 


scientific value. 


Rather than attempt to explain lolicon to a shocked Iowa jury, Handley pleaded guilty in 


May 2009 and was sentenced in February 2010 to six months in prison. Further, the court 


ordered 
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three years of supervised release and five years of probation. During this time, Handley 


was to participate in a treatment program to assess his mental health and limit any possible 


future crimes springing from “sexual deviance.” 


Responding to critics of the guilty plea, which kept the debate out of the courtroom 
and might have set a dangerous precedent, Handley’s lawyer, Eric Chase, wrote to The 
Comics Journal and explained why he could not have won the case. First, Ashcroft v. Free 
Speech Coalition “held that sexual images of virtual minors could not be prosecuted as 
child pornography” but “did not hold that virtual child pornography was legal” (Chase 
2010: 1-2). Second, the PROTECT Act designates a mandatory sentence of five years for 
the receipt of materials depicting sexual abuse of children, cross-referenced in the Federal 
Sentencing Guidelines and so no different from real child pornography. Third, “community 


standards” as laid out in the Miller test. Chase explains the issue: 


“The Miller obscenity test is vague, indecipherable, and clearly chills protected 
speech. Among its most frightening aspects is that its ‘community standards’ element may 
allow ‘moral majority’ communities to dictate to the rest of us. The extortionate tool given 
to prosecutors through the receipt charge, with its mandatory minimum, gives incentive to 
defendants to not mount appropriate “community standards’ or ‘serious artistic value’ 


challenges” (Chase 2010: 3). 


The right to free speech becomes contingent on a poll that changes each time, a 


poll that is taken from a community that may not be the same as the community of use. 


‘Juridification of the imagination’ 


There is a tension between local communities of use and universal legislation or 


global standards, which can be approached theoretically. McLelland makes a useful 


application of Jürgen Habermas’ discussion of the “juridification” of “lifeworlds” 


(McLelland, forthcoming). The lifeworld is a “communicatively-based interpretation of 
the world and individuals’ perception of their own and others’ place in it” (McLelland, 
forthcoming). The lifeworld is “colonized” by macro-level discourses derived from 


increased monetarization and 
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bureaucratization. Habermas refers to a process of juridification, or the expansion and 


densification of law (i.e., more social relations are legally regulated in more complex 
ways). McLelland advances an understanding of the legislation surrounding virtual child 


pornography as juridification: 


“[T]hat is a ‘densification’ of legislation limiting what can be imagined and 
produced. The result is that the interactive lifeworld communication of fan 
communities is increasingly hemmed in by regulations serving both 
commercial interests and the ideological biases of government agents” 
(McLelland, forthcoming). 


There is a gap between what fans think they are doing and how regulators 
understand their actions. This is all too obvious when images from manga, anime and 
games are extracted from the specific lifeworld context of fan communities and scrutinized 
with regard to abstract and universal notions of child abuse. Despite the possibly criminal 
nature of the representations, fans do not understand highly stylized characters as “real” or 
sexualized representations of young characters to be “child pornography.” Fans “militate 
against any kind of real interpretation of these stories” (McLelland 2005: 69), are offended 
by those aligning their works with child pornography and reject real and pseudo child 
pornography (McLelland 2010: 14). Characters do not necessarily represent real boys or 
girls, but rather what McLelland refers to as a “third gender” (McLelland 2005: 73). 
Speaking of female fans consuming (and producing) images of beautiful boys, he writes, 
“Tt is the intermediate nature of these fantasy characters that makes them amenable to 
diverse appropriations by women with a range of sexual orientations” (McLelland 2005: 
73). An examination of lolicon culture reveals that the same is true for male fans 


consuming (and producing) images of beautiful girls. 


Background of manga and anime 


Before moving to the specifics of lolicon, a brief comment on the general 
prevalence of sex and violence in manga and anime is required. After WWI, manga 
emerged as mass culture in Japan because it was cheap, and lower barriers to participation 
made it attractive for young creators (Schodt 1983: 62-66). Other more established outlets 
were harder to break into, and hierarchy was more prevalent. Tezuka Osamu, for example, 


wanted to be a filmmaker, but is now 
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remembered as the “God of Manga,” who revolutionized the medium. Even in the 1940s, 


mature themes and experimental techniques appeared in manga. It spread rapidly and 
became a staple of popular culture before television. It also became a contested terrain, 
even an outlet for anti-establishment and proletariat themes (so-called “gekiga,” or 
dramatic pictures, were attractive to members of the student movement, for example). 
Tezuka’s Astro Boy paved the way for serialized TV anime in the 1960s. Even as the film 
industry became more conservative and less appealing to young creators in the 1970s 
(Napier 2005: 16-17), there was an outpouring of creativity in anime. As with manga, 
animation was not partitioned off as “for kids” and did not have many medium-specific 
limitations. Otsuka Eiji argues that anime reflects a hybrid of influences from imported 
media, for example Disney animation and Russian avant-garde cinema, and thus 
developed expressions not seen in American or European cartoons. Mariana Ortega 
Brena adds, “Given its roots in a kind of animation the role of which was never 
categorically differentiated from narrative cinema, anime caters to all ages, collectively 
and individually, and is seen as a fit medium for a wide array of topics and techniques of 


representation” (Ortega-Brena 2009: 23). 


Creators did not shy away from sex and violence. As Kinsella has noted, 
“pornography has not been as strongly compartmentalized in post-war Japan as it has in 
post-war America or Britain. Pornographic images have tended to appear throughout the 
media as well as in specifically pornographic productions” (Kinsella 2000: 46). Despite a 


notable preference for young and young-looking characters (McLelland 2005: 76)," these 


images, until recently, generated little anxiety. That is, there was little resistance to putting 
youthful characters into sexual and violent situations, or showing images of such 
characters to children as well as adults. Saito Tamaki points out that though Tezuka was 
inspired by Walt Disney, they were vastly different creators.'° If their characters are placed 
side by side, Tezuka’s look obviously younger. Further, Tezuka’s works abound with sex, 
violence and moral ambiguity, things Disney avoided. This set the tone for a very different 


sort of comic and cartoon culture in Japan. 


Public/pubic surveillance 


Obscenity law in Japan, as elsewhere, is based on a vague premise: “that which 
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a sense of shame in a ‘normal’ Japanese person who encounters, in public, an image or 
text whose primary intension or effect is to stimulate sexual desire” (Allison 2000: 149). 
While enforcement can take the form of restrictive censorship, it has historically been 
specific to depictions of pubic hair and realistic genitalia (Allison 2000: 149). The general 
context of the depiction is ignored. Anne Allison traces this to Japan’s period of 
modernization and the promulgation of Article 175 of the Criminal Code in 1907 and 
Article 21 of the Custom Tariffs Law in 1910. She argues that Japan was put into an 
inferior position by western nations judging the emerging Asian power to be “primitive” 
(Allison 2000: 163). New laws “were a means of covering the national body from charges 
that it was obscene” (Allison 2000: 163). Further, it was a Foucauldian shift toward 
disciplining that body in “developing a notion of the public as a terrain that is monitored 
and administered by the state” (Allison 2000: 163). The connection between obscenity and 
realistic depiction of genitals was codified in 1918, when the courts ruled that the “pubic 
area need not be hidden but there should be no anatomical details to draw the viewer’s 
attention” (Rubin 1984: 44). Although these restrictions loosened along with sexual 
censorship in the years following WWII, by the end of the Allied Occupation in 1952 the 
laws regulating obscenity were reactivated. In 1969, the art book Sun-Warmed Nudes was 


deemed too explicit and denied importation into Japan. In many ways, prohibiting pubic 


hair encouraged the use of models who appeared (or were) prepubescent or who had 
shaved pubises (Allison 2000: 169). 


Indeed, even as Sun-Warmed Nudes was denied a place in Japan, the discourse on 
lolicon began. Lolicon is an abbreviation for “Lolita complex,” derived from Vladimir 
Nabokov’s novel Lolita (1955), but more associated with the Japanese translation of 
Russell Trainer’s The Lolita Complex in 1969 (Takatsuki 2010: 6). That same year, shdjo 
nudes began to appear in major media outlets in Japan. A photo collection titled Nymphet: 
The Myth of the 12-Year-Old was released by Nobel Shobo (Takatsuki 2010: 50). In 1972 
and 1973, there was an “Alice boom” surrounding Alice in Wonderland, including nude 
photos inspired by the classic novel (Takatsuki 2010: 55). In 1976, Romanian gymnast 
Nadia Comaneci became an international star at the Montreal Olympics. In Japan, she was 
called the “white fairy,” famous for the leotards that exposed her shapely legs (Takatsuki 
2010: 47). With The Little Pretenders in 1979, shdjo nudes lost all pretense of “fine art” 
and shifted to the adult market. In the early 1980s, many specialty 
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magazines began to appear, carrying nude photos, reviews, essays on the appeal of young 


girls, fiction and “reader submissions,” including illegal photographs of girls on the street 
taken in moments of unanticipated exposure (Takatsuki 2010: 47). This slowed down with 
laws passed in 1985, which were a response to the overexposure of the sexualized shojo. 
Takatsuki Yasushi notes that the boom in photographic images faded in the late 1980s not 
only because of the backlash, but also because many young men preferred 


two-dimensional images of shdjo (Takatsuki 2010: 64-65). 


The rise of fictional lolicon 

Manga, anime and games in Japan have historically been able to depict a variety of 
sexual scenarios insofar as pubic hair and genitals are hidden or effaced (Schodt 1983: 43, 
136). The ability to make genitalia graphically simple, to erase or replace them, made 
manga an obvious choice for skirting obscenity laws. Fictional lolicon works appeared 
relatively early, beginning with Wada Shinji’s Alice in Wonderland-inspired short manga, 


Stumbling Upon a Cabbage Field, published in 1974. Fan works began with Hirukogami 


Ken’s Alice, published in 1978 (Takatsuki 2010: 102). The following year, Azuma Hideo, 
the “Father of Lolicon,” penned a work titled Cybele, which featured erotic images of 
cartoony girl characters. Rather than being entirely pornographic, there was a humor 
intended in exposing and foregrounding the sexual appeal of these characters. Ito Go 
points out that the circular lines of Tezuka’s characters had a certain eroticism to them," 
but no one commented on it until Azuma. Pornographic manga had been done in a more 
realistic style, but, as cultural critic Takekuma Kentaro recalls, with Azuma suddenly 
“Tezuka-style cute characters were having sex” (Takekuma 2003: 107). Takekuma sees the 
emergence of such art as resistance to and parody of the previous generation. At first, only 
a minority saw these images as erotic, but soon there was a vocal fandom (much to the 
chagrin of many older fans). This marked the birth of a genre of pornographic manga that 
was stimulating despite being, or precisely for being, unrealistic. While some lolicon 
images demonstrate a sharp contrast between realistic bodies and cartoony faces, the 


general trend after Azuma was towards an unrealistic (iconic, deformed) aesthetic. 
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Img1: Erotic scene from Azuma 
Hideo’s “Little Red 
Riding Hood in Wonderland,” published in Cybele Vol. 
1 (April 1979). Notice the roundness of his characters, 
which are said to be cute rather than sexy. 


The rise of /olicon is intimately tied to the rise of hardcore manga and anime fans 
(often referred to as “otaku”) in Japan. The increasingly complex narratives and visual 
style of anime began attracting a more mature audience from the late 1970s (Murakami 
2005: 133), as can be observed in the June 1977 issue of Gekkan Out covering Space 
Battleship Yamato (Takatsuki 2010: 94). Part of the trend was the emergence of a 
discourse on beautiful shdjo — on lolicon (Takatsuki 2010: 97). Lupin III, the story of a 
super thief and his capers, captivated older fans, and Miyazaki Hayao’s 1979 animated 
feature film The Castle of Cagliostro was no exception. The young female character 
Clarisse was particularly popular, and discussions of her appeal connected to a series of 
articles on lolicon in Gekkan Out, Animec and Animage (Takatsuki 2010: 97-98). In many 
ways, she became a “lolicon” idol (Macias and Machiyama 2004: 48), though her age (16 


years old) and look differ from images associated with the term today. Longing for 
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The heroines of anime were not necessarily new — Miyazaki himself was apparently 


inspired to become a creator by his exposure at a young age to a shojo character (Saito 
2007: 239)'* — but never before had it been openly discussed. There was a slew of fan 
works featuring Clarisse, not explicitly sexual, but what fans called “fairytale-esque” 
(meruhen) or “girly” (otomechikku) forms of lolicon (Takatsuki 2010: 102). Despite being 
preceded by the short-lived “Clarisse syndrome,” the term “lolicon” was favored, along 


with more parodic and pornographic representations. 
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Img2: Clarisse from Miyazaki Hayao’s The Castle of Cagliostro (1979) 


The so-called “lolicon boom” came in the early 1980s. This was a time of extreme 
consumption, when the market ripened enough to support niches (Takatsuki 2010: 14). 
Specialty magazines appeared, among them publications dedicated to lolicon such as 
Lemon People (from 1981) and Manga Burikko (from 1982). There was a general 


outpouring of /olicon art, both professional and amateur. 
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Imgs3-4: Examples of “parody” art created during the lolicon 
boom 


Fans took to watching anime shows targeting young girls (which tend to feature 
cute young female characters) in search of idols, and creators courted such viewers to 
increase ratings and profits. For example, Magical Princess Minky Momo (1982-1983) is 
the story of a coquettish 
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little girl who transforms into a sexy adult, complete with fetish costumes.” Even 


companies that are now major in Japan were involved, for example Enix, which put out 
the erotic game Lolita Syndrome in 1983. The very first erotic animation in Japan was 
Lolita Anime in 1984. While often described as a subculture, lolicon was a much more 
widespread media phenomenon than such a term might imply. 

It is worth restating that the fascination with 
shojo, the desire for young female characters, was not 


necessarily sexual. The case of Manga Burikko, one 
of 


the core lolicon magazines in the early 1980s,”! 


demonstrates this well. While it is difficult to know 
the 


precise target demographic of the magazine, a survey 
published in the September 1983 issue shows that 


readers range from “below 15” to “above 26,” with 
the 


majority indicating that they are 17 years old.” 
Another 


survey in the November 1983 issue reveals that 80 


percent of readers are male, 15 percent female and 5 
percent undisclosed. Early issues of Manga Burikko 
In June 1983, a softer aesthetic appears in the 


Img5: Promotional art for Magical Princess drawn images, and the magazine takes on the 
Minky Momo: Hold on to Your Dreams 


(1991-1992). subtitle, “Bishdjo comic magazine for 
feature rather realistic images of young female dreaming boys" (yume miru otoko no ko no 
characters in sexual situations. They also tame no bishdjo kamikakushi).> Bishdjo 
contain photos of young nude literally means “beautiful girl,” but is a term 


= 29 


girls (often Caucasian). The word “shōjo” is reserved almost exclusively for fictional 
used to describe one such girl in the February characters. The 

1983 issue, indicating a loose association of 

the subjects of photographs (real girls) and 

drawings (fictional ones). This inclusive 


approach to lolicon was not to last, however. 


Cover of the premiere issue of Manga Burikko 
in November 1982. 
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Img7: Example of more realistic pornographic images in Manga Burikko. 


following month, Eguchi Shigeki, a reader from Yamagata Prefecture, writes to the magazine 


that he prefers “light” eroticism to “erotic-grotesque” depictions (Manga Burikko, July 1983: 


201). In August 1983, Kawaguchi Toshihiko from Hokkaido Prefecture writes, “I have a 


two-dimensional 
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Imgs8-10: Examples of softer lolicon images in Manga 
Burikko. 
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complex (nijigen konpurekkusu). I don’t feel anything for the photographs in the opening pages. 


For that reason, I’d like you to stop with the pictures and run only manga” (Manga Burikko, 
August 1983: 201). Manga Burikko’s editors respond that on orders from the top “there is no way 
we are taking the photographs out.” Complaints about the photographs as well as pornographic 
content continued, including a letter from Suzuki Yoko, a female reader from Miyazaki 
Prefecture, who praises the artists featured in Manga Burikko, but explains, “I feel nothing for 
manga that is simply about penetration or girls being raped. I psychologically can’t accept it” 
(Manga Burikko, October 1983: 193). It seems that the editors finally yielded to reader demands 
in November 1983, symbolized by the issue’s subtitle: “Totally bishdjo comic magazine” (maru 
maru bishdjo kamikakushi). Gravure idol photography is entirely absent, and remained so for the 
rest of the magazine’s existence. The editors reveal that the least popular section in the last issue 


was a photographic spread of Kawai Kazumi (Manga Burikko, November 1983: 194). 


Img11: A two-page spread from the October 1983 issue of Manga Burikko, showing 
obvious tension between photographs and drawings, which caused reader backlash. 
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There are still photographs of naked girls in advertisements, but the editors explain that this is a 


corporate issue and they cannot easily remove them (Manga Burikko, November 1983: 193).” 
The other notable change is the increasingly small place for realistic characters and explicit 
depictions of sex. In general, lines are round and soft. This reflects not only the style seen in 
Azuma Hideo’s art, but also the influence of shojo manga, or comics for girls. While some might 
find this connection shocking, all the evidence points to it. Men began reading shojo manga in the 
1970s,” and Manga Burikko’s chief editor, Otsuka Eiji, was part of that first generation.” In the 
early 1980s, manga historian Frederik L. Schodt noted the large number of men reading shdjo 
manga (Schodt 1983: 17). Both Schodt and Kinsella suggest that lolicon imagery was influenced 
by male artists mimicking shojo manga (Schodt 1996: 55; Kinsella 1998: 304-306). This is 


arguably demonstrated in Manga Burikko. Schodt further draws attention to the importance of 


female artists participating in the production of erotic manga for male audiences.” And, in fact, 
Manga Burikko regularly featured well-known female artists such as Okazaki Kyoko, Shirakura 
Yumi and Sakurazawa Erika. Given all this, shojo characters and desires for them certainly cannot 


be reduced to “male fantasy.”” 


Likewise, engaging lolicon images, even >#t SHLOSRCAYTFINSLELY 
50 


when they are pornographic in function or effect, 
is no simple matter. According to Akagi Akira, in 
the 1980s, the meaning of lolicon among fans 
shifted away from older men having sex with 
younger girls (Akagi 1993: 230). The desire for 
two-dimensional images was not for girls per se, 
but rather “girl-ness” (shdjo sei), symbolized by 
“cuteness” (Kawairashii) (Akagi 1993: 230). The 
young age and small size of characters were 


intended to amplify cuteness. Akagi proposes 
that 


substitution and mimicry in /olicon function to 
transform straight sex into parodic forms (Akagi © Fae ols [=k i E 
E oe 


1993: 230-231). It does not facilitate normal p Sairis ivi 

Img12: A cover from the July 1985 issue of 
Manga Burikko. Notice the image’s 

sexual (Shigematsu 1999: 130). Shigematsu resemblance to shOjo manga for girls. 


adds that the 


sex, but sexualizes that which is normally not 
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male penis is often absent from /olicon (in compliance with obscenity laws, though not always so 


in the 1980s), and the replacements for it are objects that do not feel pleasure (Shigematsu 1999: 
130). Further, the face of the attacker is often not depicted (Akagi 1993: 232). Akagi sees this as 
a major distinction from the erotic manga that came before, where there was a sort of “hero 
attacker” with whom the reader identified. Rather, Akagi provocatively suggests that /olicon fans 
project onto girls: “Lolicon readers do not need a penis for pleasure, but rather they need the 


ecstasy of the girl. At that time, they identify with the girl, and get caught up in a masochistic 


pleasure” (Akagi 1993: 232).*° It6 Gō supports this analysis: 


“Readers do not need to emphasize with the rapist, because they are projecting 
themselves on the girls who are in horrible situations. It is an abstract desire and does not 
necessarily connect to real desires. This is something I was told by a lolicon artist, but he said 
that he is the girl who is raped in his manga. In that he has been raped by society, or by the world. 


He is in a position of weakness.””*! 


Recall Kinsella’s suggestion that Jolicon be understood as men performing the shdjo to 
come to terms with an unstable gender identity (Kinsella 2006: 81-83). If being a man ceases to 
promise power, potency and pleasure, it is no longer the privileged subject position. Akagi 
explains that Jolicon is a form of self-expression for those oppressed by the principles of 
masculine competitive society (Akagi 1993: 232).*” Lolicon is a rejection of the need to establish 
oneself as masculine and an identification with the “kindness and love” of the shdjo (Akagi 1993: 
233). This interpretation reverses the standard understanding of lolicon as an expression of 
masculinity to one of femininity. This is, of course, not the only way to approach the wide range 
of lolicon images, but it certainly highlights the complexity of “pornographic content” and its 


uses. 


Moral panic 


In the late 1980s, anxiety was building in Japan about the effects of media saturation, 
emblazoned by Itd Seik6’s novel No Life King (1988), which tells of grade schoolers who wake 


up one morning thinking the world is a game. In 1989, just as the Showa Period was coming to a 
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close, a young man named Miyazaki Tsutomu was arrested for murdering and molesting four 


girls between the ages of four and seven. Police discovered 5,763 videotapes in his room, and the 
mass media decried him as an “otaku,” a word that had come to be used to identify certain types 
of manga and anime fans. In the mass media coverage, however, otaku came to mean those with 
an “unhealthy” fixation on hobbies, or those who were disconnected from society and its norms. 


That is, in this process of “moral panic,” otaku were the “folk devils” that represented all that 


was wrong with Japan (Kinsella 1998: 294). Perhaps Miyazaki was shut away in his private 
pleasure room surrounded by media and technology, fixated on producing and consuming images 
of shdjo, but this was not entirely deviant. In fact, Treat contends that Miyazaki was both a 
symbol and a symptom of the disconnection and excess of Japanese consumer capitalism (Treat 
1993: 355). As is hinted at in the film Little Children (2007), the fear and loathing of child 
abusers seems connected to ambivalence about the sexualization of modern culture and guilt 
about negligent parenting. Images of them perhaps appall so powerfully because imagined 


deviance relates to personal fears and unconscious wishes. 


Lolicon was a keyword in the media frenzy surrounding the “Miyazaki incident.” 
Examples of it were found in his room (along with a book on shdjo culture by Otsuka and images 
from Magical Princess Minky Momo), and positioned as the source of his deviance (Schodt 1996: 
45-46, 49-59). Soon after his arrest, a non-profit organization, CASPAR, was founded, 
campaigning for regulating pornographic depictions of minors, even when purely fictional. 
Schodt notes that in the early 1990s there was a very successful nationwide movement to “banish 
harmful manga,” a movement made up of “housewives, PTAs, Japan’s new feminist groups, and 
politicians. Tougher local ordinances against obscene manga material were passed by various 
prefectures throughout Japan. Arrests of store owners found to be selling this obscene material 
increased dramatically” (Schodt 1996: 56; see also Takeuchi 1995: 181-190). However, so 
called “harmful manga” was encouraged by obscenity laws, if not also by the capitalist system 
itself. To erase the genitals is to promise pleasure but ultimately withhold it, engendering a desire 
that cannot be fulfilled despite endless consumption. Further, as Allison states, “Restrictive laws 
are actually a boost to the big business of sexual fantasy-making in Japan, which, in the format of 
‘fantasy,’ can be marketed to children as well as adults” (Allison 2000: 150). Indeed, this is 


precisely the situation that collapsed together target audiences for shojo media in the 1980s (for 
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for example, anime such as Magical Princess Minky Momo) placed adults and their desires in 


close proximity to children; this situation of risk, as Foucault might put it, was in turn the kernel 
of the moral panic. However, the ingrained need to expand the consumer base did not simply 
disappear. Selling adult sexuality to children and youthful innocence to adults was far too 


profitable to abandon.** As Akagi comments, in the early 1990s /olicon-type imagery (i.e., 


sexualized girls who appear underage) actually expanded and became acceptable in manga 
(Akagi 1993: 231). 


On the other hand, however, Akagi notes that lolicon fans and so-called “otaku" were 
branded, and there has been a lasting stigma. Indeed, the term lolicon is no longer widely used 
for this very reason. Since the Miyazaki incident, the mass media in Japan often associates 
violent youth crimes with disconnection from reality, especially enthusiastic consumption of 
manga, anime and games.” Media effects are strongly implied, namely desensitization and 
priming. What these criticisms miss is that despite the prevalence of sexual and violent images in 
anime, manga and games, there is nothing indicating that fans are in any way more prone to 
crime (Saito 2007: 228). With regards to lolicon, Takatsuki Yasushi points out that sexual abuse 
of minors was statistically much more common in Japan in the 1960s and 1970s, and has actually 
been decreasing since, which roughly coincides with the increasing presence of fictional lolicon 
(Takatsuki 2010: 258-262). Drawing attention to this correlation, a trajectory that coincides with 
Diamond and Uchiyama’s general findings on pornography in Japan (Diamond and Uchiyama 
1999), is not to suggest that desires are redirected from real children to fictional ones. Rather, it is 
to suggest that the prevalence of these images does not necessarily reflect the desires of the 
viewers or influence them to commit crimes. Not all fantasy is compensatory; not all imaginings 
are of that which is desired in reality. This calls into question dominant understandings of how 


fiction relates, or does not relate, to reality. 


The reality of fiction 


There is a robust literature in Japan on the reality of fiction, including contributions by 
psychologists, manga scholars and academics from a variety of disciplinary backgrounds. One 


leader in this has been Saitd Tamaki, who has conducted clinical work with so-called otaku 
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(specifically, fans of anime, manga and game) and written widely on otaku sexuality (see Saito 


2000). He proposes that due to an absence of Platonistic ideals, fiction in Japan has not been seen 
as necessarily subordinate to reality or striving to reach it.” Contrary to the idea that otaku are 


immature and confused about the boundaries of reality, Saito argues that otaku have in sustained 


interaction with fiction developed a mature awareness of reality (Saitd 2000: 279-282). They are 
extremely strict about observing the distinction between fiction and reality (Saito 2007: 227). As 
Saito sees it, otaku are those with an affinity for “fictional contexts” (kyokō no kontekusuto), or 
those who react to fiction itself as a sexual object (Saito 2007: 227). Otaku realize that the object 
of desire is fiction, and desire it precisely because it is fiction. Anime, manga and games provide 
them “an utterly imagined space with no correspondent in the everyday world, a space of perfect 
fictionality...deliberately separated from everyday life” (Saitō 2007: 245). Thus while 
representations of sex may be radical, otaku are by and large sexually conservative in their daily 
lives. Saito specifically defends lolicon and stresses that it is not an expression or symptom of 
pathology among otaku. Ironically, he implies that the United States and Europe, which have not 
established a distinct and separate “fictional space” (kyokō ktikan) and therefore cannot 
accommodate lolicon, might in a sense be less mature than otaku (Azuma, Saito and Kotani 2003: 


182).38 


Many of Sait6’s assumptions are collaborated by Otsuka Eiji, who proposes that there is 
an internal, enclosed reality to manga and anime (Otsuka 2003). He calls this “manga/anime-like 
realism” (manga anime teki riarizumu), as opposed to “naturalism-like realism” (shizenshugi teki 
riarizumu), in which reality is determined by resemblance to the natural world (Otsuka 2003: 
24). Fiction resembles fiction, or follows its own logic, and captures a sense of autonomous 
reality. A ready example is the large eyes of manga and anime characters, which do not 
necessarily correspond to a human face. There is no such face in the natural world, but it adheres 
to the distinct reality of manga and anime. It has an appeal separate from a human face; viewers 
do not want this face to be real or desire a human with such a face. Otsuka points out that 
manga/anime like realism is outside the reader or viewer, or is not mimetic of the world as he or 
she experiences or perceives it. This does not, however, foreclose the possibility of identification. 
In his discussion of comics in general, Scott McCloud suggests that there are lines to “see” and 
lines to “be" (McCloud 1994: 43). Lines to see are detailed depictions that resemble the natural 


world, 
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while lines to be or not. The most obvious examples of lines to be are simplified or “iconic” 


characters, which, despite not resembling the physical viewer, resonate on a subconscious level 


with self-image and invite identification (McCloud 1994: 29-42). For McCloud, such characters 
are open to identification by a broad and diverse range of people, though one can just as easily 
deny identificatory possibilities. Manga/anime-like realism suggests the possibility of 
complicated engagements with what is seen but not necessarily recognized (see Ito 2005: 135- 
136; Ortega-Brena 2009: 25). 


‘Fantasy dimensions’ 


As complex as the reality of fiction is, engagements with it are even more complex. 
Speaking of manga specifically, Shigematsu refers to “non-real” content as the first dimension of 
fantasy (Shigematsu 1999: 132). She does not deny that manga is very real, but points out the 
distinction between external/physical/social reality and internal/mental/psychological reality, 
saying, “It is in between these realms of reality that manga is consciously read, mediated, and 
elaborated on through the reader’s internal/mental processes, and variously rejected, extrapolated, 
and/or interwoven into a personal repertoire of memories, pleasures, fears, and fantasies” 
(Shigematsu 1999: 133). This is the second dimension of fantasy: personal fantasy. Further, there 


is a third dimension of fantasy, or the psychological “phantasy:” 


“Phantasy is not a static form but a dynamic one, and there are many distinct kinds of 
phantasies (conscious, unconscious, and primal) which constitute a differentiated topography of 
the psyche. Phantasy is not free play, but involves structure, a driving logic, a relation to the 
subject’s perception of external reality... [P]sychoanlaysis demonstrates how the desires (both 
conscious and unconscious) that structure the phantasy are contradictory yet, to a certain degree, 
comprehensible and explicable but not necessarily reconcilable with external reality” 
(Shigematsu 1999: 133-134). 


For Shigematsu, reading manga (or watching anime or playing games) is not a simple 
process: “I think that identifications are more oscillating and fluid, shifting and incomplete, 


moving among multiple contradictory (psychic) sites that are constituted differently depending 
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on the specific history and experience of the subject” (Shigematsu 1999: 136). She concludes that 


because of the “multiplicity of identifications and disidentifications...such consumption will not 
necessarily cause the reader to think certain thoughts, feel aroused, repulsed, or indifferent, or 
become a pedophile, or child protection activist” (Shigematsu 1999: 137). How individuals 
consume, appropriate and transform media, and how they act afterwards, cannot be determined in 
advance. Thus the issue must be production, not consumption: “The use and potential abuse of 
girls in the production of pornography and their sexual molestation is a serious problem that must 
not be displaced onto or reduced to an issue of ‘pornographic content’” (Shigematsu 1999: 138). 
As this paper has argued, no one is hurt in the production of lolicon, no abuse or sexual 
molestation occurs. The issue is entirely the desirability of the “pornographic content” and its 


consumption. 


‘Moe-phobia’ 


Perhaps even more than the content, the act of desiring that which is distinct and separate 
from reality is itself offensive to some. The character becomes what Shigematsu calls a “cuteness 
fetish,” which “replaces a lack of desire for the ‘real thing’ — a lack of desire that young men are 
‘naturally’ supposed to possess for real young women” (Shigematsu 1999: 132). The desire is 
“unnatural” and thus disturbing. In many ways, insistence on the shdjo, the fictional girl, 
engenders a certain refusal. This woman who is not one offers a way out of the “real,” or the 
“body politic centered by the reproductions of family” (Allison 2000: 173). This in many ways 
approaches a queer politics, specifically Lee Edelman’s rejection of “reproductive futurism” 
(Edelman 2004). The space of fantasy play is liminal, and extended engagement with it 
destabilizes the social structure, or at least triggers a fear that it will be destabilized (Kam 2008: 
57). Following this logic, Ito Go notes the existence of what he calls “moe-phobia” (Itd 2008: 24- 
25). Moe refers to a response to fictional characters or representations of them (Galbraith 2009). 
Thomas LaMarre describes it as an affective response “prior to the formation of a distinct subject 
or viewing position” (LaMarre 2009: 281). Ito believes that people react negatively to those 
pursuing moe not because the objects of affection are fictional “underage” characters who may 
engage in “obscene” acts, but rather because the pursuit itself represents a different way of 


approaching reality and a “queer” orientation (before distinct subject positions). In this way, one 
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might posit that the current backlash against desiring purely fictional characters is “moe-phobia,” 


or a violent reaction to desiring outside socially accepted forms. 


Conclusion 


Many scholars speak of the increasing role Japanese popular culture plays in the “global 
imagination” (see Allison 2006). The assimilation of Japanese entertainment marks the “making 
of a new ‘norm’ that becomes part of mass culture’s possible imaginary” (Shigematsu 1999: 127). 
The question, however, is what is the possible imaginary? At present, certain forms of 
imagination are under attack on a global scale. They are labeled dangerous or obscene and 
banned. This is the reason for pause. As McLelland points out, fantasy is often “deliberately 
transgressive” (McLelland 2005: 74-75).*? Even if a “normal” citizen might find it offensive, or 
precisely because it represents such a challenge, the freedom of expression must be upheld. Fans 
of anime, manga and games come together to form “counterpublics,” which are supportive of 
critical analysis of the mainstream (McLelland 2005: 75). For McLelland, “apparently 
unobjectionable ‘child protection’ legislation, when handled badly, has serious ramifications for 
adult communication, particularly that conducted between sexually nonconformist individuals 
and groups — even when that communication involves fantasy alone” (McLelland 2005: 75). The 
current trend is to close down what Shigematsu calls “alternative sites and different dimensions” 
of sex and sexuality (Shigematsu 1999: 128). The resistance to virtual child pornography such as 


lolicon” is a case in point. 


Some free speech advocates have attempted to defend /olicon on the grounds that only 
the faces of characters appear childish, and the curvy hips mark them as adult women. While the 
goal is admirable, the argument is misguided, as it seeks to set aside certain forms of imagination 
as “healthy” and others as not, and risks legitimizing censorship accordingly. What if a character 
appears in both face and physique to be a child, but is indicated in the narrative to be above the 
legal age of consent? In the end, is it not strange to even consider the legal age of consent for 
purely fictional characters? Such characters are only as old as they are imagined to be, just as sex 
with them is only imagined. Because there is no actual crime committed, it ultimately ends up an 


issue of how one interprets images, of a person’s private thoughts, and this is not something that 
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can or should be regulated. All forms of imagination, regardless of how repugnant some may find 


them, are legal up to and until they present a real danger to self or others. The evidence suggests 
that those producing and consuming lolicon images pose no such danger. They have a nuanced 
understanding of the relationship between fiction and reality, and desire shdjo characters 
precisely because they are unreal. That said, it is not possible or even prudent to posit a unified 
way that “they” approach “these” images. Interactions with media are dynamic, and defy static 
categories of analysis. For example, Shigematsu takes up the appearance of lolicon images in 
manga written by and for adult women (Shigematsu 1999: 146). It is important to allow for such 


unexpected engagements regardless of age and sex. 


Sexual violence against women and children is an unfortunate social reality, and 
censoring fictional depictions does not reduce it (Shigematsu 1999: 147). It does, however, make 
it taboo to even imagine sexual violence and denies a space to represent and respond to it. It 
positions women and children as “pure,” objectifying them every bit as much as the “Lolita 
effect” (Durham 2009: 12). Indeed, such reification is one half of the twin processes of 
“juvenation,” the revaluation of girls (Hartley 1998: 51). Today, growing up in a saturated media 
environment and encountering images of sexualized girls is something that cannot be avoided. 
However, the case of Japan demonstrates that this need not contribute to problematic or 
pathological desires. To the fear that images of sexualized children, even fictional ones, naturalize 
“cognitive distortions,” the response must be that learning is a social process. This is precisely 
why the lifeworlds of fans, including lolicon fans, should not be “juridified” out of existence 
(McLelland forthcoming). It is in these communities, in interaction with one another, that 
meanings are negotiated. Universal standards will not prevent someone, somewhere from getting 


the wrong idea, and limiting public interaction may even encourage it. 
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' For example, on March 11, 2008, UNICEF Japan issued a statement calling for further tightening of 


child pornography laws in Japan, including the ban of sexual depictions of minors in manga, anime and 
computer games. 

? According to Takatsuki Yasushi’s fieldwork among fans, the peak age for a lolicon idol is 12, when 
secondary sex characteristics emerge (Takatsuki 2010: 14-15). As Takatsuki sees it, Jolicon is different from 
pedophilia, which is directed at children before secondary sex characteristics emerge (Takatsuki 2010: 18-20). 
Lolicon also encompasses asexual desires, discussed below. 

> On February 24, 2010, a proposal was submitted to reform the Tokyo Youth Healthy Development 
Ordinance. The proposed reform included an amendment to article seven, which states that producers and 
proprietors are to avoid exposing youth to text and images that stimulate sexual feelings, promote cruelty, induce 
suicide or crimes or other things that might inhibit the healthy development. The proposed amendment 
concerned published materials, specifically sexual depictions of “non-existent youth” (hijitsuzai seishonen). 
Non-existent youth refers to a depiction that the viewer can identify as underage through visual and textual 
indicators such as age, dress, personal belongings, school grade, background/setting and so on. What matters is 
what one can “recognize” (ninshiki) as a minor or sex act; the issue here is thought processes. The amendment 
received massive resistance from publishers, artists, academics and fans, but eventually passed on December 15, 
2010 (self regulation mandated from April 1, 2011, and sales regulation enforced from July 1, 2011). While the 
reform bill removes problematic references to “non-existent minors,” it in fact expands the target to any 
character, irrespective of age, engaged in “sexual or pseudo sexual acts that would be illegal in real life” or 
“sexual or pseudo sexual acts between close relatives whose marriage would be illegal” if presented in a manner 
that “glorifies or exaggerates” the acts in question. Fujimoto Yukari has called this the “Nonexistent (sex) crimes 
bill,” stating “the logic is that any illegal sex act that would be subject to penalty should be regulated even when 
only drawn on paper.” Translations are by Dan Kanemitsu and are available on his blog: 
<http://dankanemitsu.wordpress.com/2010/12/05/bill-156-the-nonexistent-crimes-bill-fujimotos-analysis 
translated/>. 

* This statement was made by Asakawa Hideo of the Tokyo Metropolitan Office for Youth Affairs and 
Public Safety on December 9, 2010. For details, see <http://togetter.com/li/77163>. 

‘Posted on her blog, translated and reposted by Kanemitsu on his blog: 
<http://dankanemitsu.wordpress.com/2010/12/05/bill-156-the-nonexistent-crimes-bill-fujimotos-analysis 
translated/>. 

é Similar to what Naito Chizuko calls the “loliconization phenomenon” (rorikonka gensho), which 
indicates “the commodification of children, young girls (shdjo), and young women as sexual symbols in society” 
(Naitd 2010: 328). Naitd also matches M. Gigi Durham’s logic (Durham 2009: 129) in proposing that men who 


are unable to communicate with members of the opposite sex project “delusions” onto the empty symbol of the 


girl, who is in her innocence made to lack an autonomous will. 

’For further critique of Durham and media reports on sexualized children, see Thompson 2010. 

$ Page numbers refer to the online version: 
<http://www.hawaii.edu/PCSS/biblio/articles/1961to1999/1999-pornography-rape-sex-crimes-japan.htmI>. ° 
Instances of sexual abuse in Japan are low, only 754 cases in 2000 (Ministry of Health, Labor and Welfare: 
<http://www.uraoka.com/gyakutai/page36_b.PDF>) compared to 89,500 cases in the U.S. in 2000 (Office of 
Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention: <www.ncjrs.gov/pdffiles 1/ojjdp/199298 pdf>). This is not a 
conclusive comparison, of course, as the size and population of the two countries is vastly different, and there is 
the concern of possible underreporting in Japan. However, the point stands. Despite criticism of Japan for its 
virtual content, North America hosts the majority of sites for real and pseudo child pornography — 48 percent 
compared to 7 percent in Asia (UK Internet Watch Foundation: 
<http://www.iwf.org.uk/resources/trends#Location>). 

10 Durham writes: “Little girls fit more easily into a conventional mold of female sexuality: a perspective 
in which she lacks authority over her own body and is therefore less threatening than any adult woman today. 
Because of this, little girls epitomize a patriarchal society’s ideal of compliant, docile sexuality” (Durham 2009: 
129). This is a familiar critique of desire for shojo in Japan. Shibusawa Tatsuhiko, for example, suggests that 
lolicon is the epitome of the “one-way street” (ippo tsūkō) of male sexual desire (quoted in Takatsuki 2010: 6). 
He writes, “[I]t is the shojo who most perfectly satisfies the essential sexual urges of the male...because both 
socially and sexually the shdjo is utterly ignorant. And being ignorant, the shdjo — like little birds and dogs — 
symbolizes the total object, the object of play, and one that cannot express itself of its own accord” (quoted in 
Treat 1993: 363). 

1 Page numbers refer to the online version: <http://www.ipce.info/ipceweb/Library/danger.htm>. '” 
Quotes are from a draft obtained by the author. Many of these points came out at a public lecture titled 
“Australia’s Child-Abuse Materials Legislation, Internet Regulation and the Juridification of the Imagination,” 
held at The University of Queensland on November 9, 2010. 

3 Where fans are aware of the extent of the law, anxiety exists from not knowing what images 
considered harmless by those inside the community might be considered harmful by those outside of it. The 
result is self-censorship and regulation, as well as marginalizing and discriminating against fans of media that 
might be deemed “obscene.” That is, the values of society at large are rearticulated into the fan community. 

14 Personal interview, October 2, 2009. 

15 «[C]haracters who we know from their histories in the narrative are adult may well appear to be under 
the age of 16 to those unfamiliar with the visual tropes of the genre” (McLelland 2005: 76). '° Personal 
interview, February 26, 2010. 


11 Personal interview, March 19, 2010. Saits Tamaki and Honda Toru elaborated on this point in separate 


interviews (February 26, 2010 and September 26, 2009, respectively). 


'8 Miyazaki Hayao’s Future Boy Conan (1978) featured an 11-year-old girl named Lana, another 
character central to the early development of lolicon. The director became a favorite among otaku for his “three 


princesses:” Clarisse from The Castle of Cagliostro, Nausicaa from Nausicaa of the Valley of the Wind (1984) 
and Sheeta from Laputa: Castle in the Sky (1986). Nausicaa is perhaps the most popular female character in 
anime history, spending 54 months at the No. | spot on the character rankings in Animage magazine. However, it 
is unclear how much Miyazaki condoned fan activities. In an interview, the director commented on the cuteness 
of his characters: “It’s difficult. They immediately become the subjects of lolicon fantasy. ... [T]here are too 
many people who shamelessly depict (female protagonists) as if they just want them as pets, and things are 
escalating more and more” (Miyazaki and Murakami 1988). It might be said that the end of the 1970s and 
beginning of the 1980s was a time when there was still a gap between the desires of producers and consumers, 
which eroded with the rise of a new generation of fans who transitioned to creators. A ready example is Gainax, a 
major animation company well known for starting out as a group of fans who produced the cult-classic opening 


animation for the Daicon HI festival in 1981, which features a Jolicon-type character. 
1 Others include Manga Hot Milk, Melon Comic, Monthly Halflifta and so on. 


20 Those involved with these works, like Miyazaki, tend to denounce older male viewers or the “otaku” 
audience. Sato Toshihiko, president of Production Reed and planner of the original Magical Princess Minky 
Momo, claims that he had no knowledge of such fans until after the anime was already on air, and calls them and 
their activities “disgusting” (kimochi warui) (personal interview, July 28, 2010). 

2?! Manga Burikko was important for building fan consciousness, community and pride. For example, a 
quiz in the September 1983 issue is titled “Lolicon Mania Exam: How Much of a Lolicon are You?” ** Of a total 
59 responses, 17 indicated that the respondent was 17 years old. It is safe to assume that there was a fairly low 
response rate, and that the older readers (often endearingly referred to in the pages of the magazine as “ojisan,” 
or middle-aged men) are underrepresented. 

°3 It is difficult to know for certain if there was a subtitle before this, or if that subtitle was different, as 
the April and May 1983 issues of Manga Burikko were not available at the Contemporary Manga Library in 
Waseda when archival research was conducted in 2010. There are no subtitles on the covers of magazines dated 
March 1983 or before. 

** Many readers apparently commented that her breasts were simply “too big.” That is, she was too 
physical, too womanly, too real. Kawai was 18 years old at the time, and her semi-nude photos appeared right 
after a section titled “Uniforms are Correct! Sailor-suit Illustration Collection,” which featured young, ethereal 
girls (most in school uniforms) drawn by fan-favorite artists. The contrast with Kawai’s spread is stark, perhaps 
accounting to some extent for the tension and negative reaction. 

?5 Saitd interprets this as a major turning point, as it signaled that lolicon fans did not need, or even want, 
realistic depictions (personal interview, February 26, 2010). 


2% According to Its Kimio (personal interview, February 19, 2010). There was a renaissance in shdjo 


manga in the 1970s, and a number of men were attracted to the avant-garde works of “the Magnificent Forty- 
Niners,” and well as the “girly” (otomechikku) works of Mutsu A-ko. 

?7 According to Its Go (personal interview, March 19, 2010). 

?8 The prime example of a female artist having a major impact on the forms of male desire is Takahashi 
Rumiko, author of the manga Urusei Yatsura (1978-1987). The main female character, Lum, is remembered as a 
sex symbol in Japan, and an important one for young men growing up in the 1980s. Her image often appears in 
fan art submitted to Manga Burikko. 

? Nagayama Kaoru argues that erotic manga in general is not simply pornography by and for men, as 
women were incorporated into the creative process in order to sell product (Nagayama 2003: 43). Though 
creators are almost equally divided between men and women, there are women writing as men and men writing 
as women; others write using names that are gender ambiguous, for example the names of objects (Nagayama 
2003: 43-44). Nagayama argues that you cannot tell if the author is male or female simply by the visual style. He 
concludes: “There is no other genre where the sex of creators is as chaotic” (Nagayama 2003: 44). 

30 Nagayama suggests that since the /olicon boom in the 1980s, there has been a marked preference for 
identification with cute girls rather than “sweaty men” (Nagayama 2003: 52). Indeed, he goes so far as to say 
that the history of erotic manga has been not about men’s pleasures, but rather depictions of female pleasure, and 
it is natural that men would eventually want to be on the receiving end. 

3! Personal interview, March 19, 2010. Carol Clover observes a similar dynamic among male fans of 
horror films, who at times identify with emotional females rather than their monstrous attackers (Clover 1992). * 
Resonating with Honda’s critique of gender roles and the emergence of two-dimensional love in Japan in the 
1970s (Honda 2005: 66-81). 

3 For example, in 1991, police took 74 people into custody for possession of obscene manga. ** The ban 
on depictions of pubic hair was partially lifted in 1991, leading to a string of “hair nude” photo books, but manga 
and anime did not qualify as artistic exceptions. While child pornography was outlawed in Japan in 1999, manga, 
anime and games escaped the regulation, preserving the market. *° For example, a man who murdered a 
seven-year-old girl in Nara Prefecture in 2005 was suspected of being a “lolicon.” After wide media speculation, 
which disseminated to the public the image of lolicon as pathological, it was revealed that the man had no 
interest in anime or manga. On June 9, 2008, the Evening Fuji newspaper identified a mass-murderer as sexually 
repressed and a “lolicon.” This had nothing to do with his crime (a massacre of random people in broad daylight 
in Akihabara), and was only based on a coworker’s testimony. Later that year, a man murdered a five-year-old 
girl in Chiba Prefecture, and the media reminded Japan that he was a fan of the Pretty Cure anime franchise, 
which targets young girls but features sexy female character designs. In these cases and others, consumption 
habits were explicitly or implicitly linked to heinous crimes in reactionary mass media reporting. 

3% Personal interview, February 26, 2010. 


37 Akagi Akira agrees with Saitō that for Japanese growing up since the 1970s, fiction and reality already 


existed as parallel spaces of possibility (Akagi 1993: 233-234). For example, media and anime characters were 
very much a real part of everyday life. The private spaces of fantasy began to overlap in fiction such as lolicon, 
which made them into a “communal fantasy” (Ayodo genso), both public and commercial. Fiction was real, but 
also completely separate from reality. Volker Grassmuck, commenting on representations of sex in manga and 
anime in general, writes: “Maybe they represent pure, abstract sex, the simulation of stimulation” (Grassmuck 
1990: 9). 

38 This point was expanded in a personal interview (February 26, 2010), where Saitd went so far as to 
suggest that it is the reality of pedophilia in the United States and Europe that makes it impossible to approach as 
fantasy. Honda made a similar comment (personal interview, September 26, 2009). This remarkable reversal has 
it that it is precisely the lack of real child abuse in Japan that allows for fictional representations of sexualized 
children. 

3 Lolicon is certainly an example of this. Azuma Hiroki identifies a global trend towards approaching 
sex and violence as separate, and lolicon as a resistant trend where attention is drawn to, and pleasure drawn 
from, power differentials (Azuma, Saito and Kotani 2003: 180). For Azuma, lolicon is treated much the same 


way as terrorism, because it builds on a fear of violence, only sexual rather than political or religious in nature. 


4 Though Jolicon is not necessarily always pornographic, and in the form of “moe-style” (moe-kei) 
works today consists mostly of mild eroticism (for example, glimpses of panties rather than explicit sex or 


vaginal penetration). 


Putting the Burden of Proof back on 
Antis: My newest argument in favor of 


freedom for lolicons. 


Article 8: by u/Thowaway8f7848f 


Recently | had a weird discussion with an anti IRL. It began with the typical debunked idea that "lolicon is 
CP and thus it should be banned". As the argument progressed, | realized that we were having 2 different 


conversations: 


e | was arguing that there is no material link between lolicon and CP. (i.e. "lolicon exists 
independent of children", "lolicon is historically based on moe", "CP is immoral because it 
requires abuse to be produced unlike lolicon" etc.) 

e They were arguing that there is a conceptual link between loli and children (i.e. "when 
lolicons look at hentai they think of children", "it's possible to imagine a girl who looks like 
that", "what if the drawing of the face was a conceptualized version of your daughter", etc.) 


So | realized that we were talking past each other and decided to inquire about their argument. 


| came to the conclussion that there is a relation between loli and 
girls... if you make one in your mind 


Different minds operate differently and while it is true that there is no material link between loli and girls 
| can't in good faith say that every single lolicon that has ever fapped to hentai hasn't thought about girls... 


but they can't argue that all lolicons think of children either. 


So | realized that they atually were giving a "false proof": 


Since | can link children and loli in my mind, this means that every lolicon is thinking about children 


when they read loli hentai. 


This completely disrregards the existance of different possible scenarios: 
Groups Concept of children Concept of loli 


Disconnectio (1) People who don't fap to loli (2) People who fap to loli and 
n and don't link lolicon to children don't link lolicon to children 


: (3) People who don't fap to loli (4) People who fap to loli and 
Connection f f f f f f ; ; 
and link lolicon with children link lolicon with children 


Group 1 is the majority of people: They often don't care, the issue doesn't affect them, etc. 


Group 2 is the majority of lolicon: The people who just enjoy hentai and don't really think too much 


about it 


Group 3 is (Supposedly) the majority of antis: They avoid loli intentionally. May or may not be closet 


lolicon threatened by open lolicons because they are fearing their own impulses. 


Group 4 is the pedophiles: the minority that link loli to children in their mind and find it hot. Might use this 


as a way to cope and control their emotions. 


The solution? Point outh that they can't assume that other people think of children when they see loli like 
they do and bring the discussion back to the inexistance of a material IRL link between drawings and 


children. 


TL;DR: 


The link between loli and children is not objective, it's subjective: If you in your head think about 


children when you see a sexy loli getting covered in fluids, that's on you. 


Different people percieve things differently in their minds. When an anti says loli is linked to children what 


they really mean is that they conceptualize a relation between those two concepts in thier minds and think 
that everyone will th me. 


If your mind links loli to children and that means you can't fap to it, that's ok; but you can't expect 


everyone to think the same way you do and you can't force people to destroy loli. 


Article 9: by Michael Castleman M.A. 


Some anti-porn activists have claimed that X-rated media spur men to commit 
sexual assault. On the contrary, the results of what researchers call “natural 
experiments”—evidence before and after social changes—show that this is not the 


case. 


Arrival of the Internet: More Porn, Less Rape 


Before the late-1990s when the internet revolutionized access to information, porn 
was available in books, skin magazines, rented video cassettes, and at the limited 
number of seedy theaters that screened X-rated movies. But with the arrival of the 
internet, millions of porn images and videos were suddenly just a few clicks away 
for free. As a result, porn quickly became one of men’s top online destinations and 


porn consumption soared. 


If the anti-porn activists are correct, if porn actually contributes to rape, then starting 
around 1999 as the internet made it much more easily available, the rate of sexual 
assault should have increased. So what happened? According to the Justice 
Department’s authoritative National Crime Victimization Survey, since 1995, the 
U.S. sexual assault rate has fallen 44 percent. For more on this, see my previous 


post, Does Porn Cause Social Harm? 


Clearly, the anti-porn activists are wrong. Porn doesn’t incite men to sexual 
violence. It looks more like a safety valve that gives men an alternative outlet for 
potentially assaultive energy. Instead of attacking women, men who might commit 


that crime can masturbate to unlimited amounts of internet porn. 


The Czech Republic: More Porn, Less Rape 


Another natural experiment involves the political changes in Eastern Europe. From 
1948 to 1989, the Communist police state then known as Czechoslovakia made 
possession of pornography (including relatively tame publications like Playboy) a 
criminal offense punishable by prison. As a result, porn was largely unavailable to 
Czech men. But when Communism collapsed and the democratic Czech Republic 


emerged, it legalized porn, which became easily and widely available. So what 


happened to women’s risk of sexual assault? 


Using Czech police records, American and Czech researchers compared rape rates 
in the Czech Republic for the 17 years before porn was legalized with rates during 


the 18 years after. Rapes decreased from 800 a year to 500. More porn, less rape. 


In addition, the legalization of porn was associated with a decrease in another 
despicable sex crime, child sexual abuse. Under Communism, arrests for child sex 
abuse averaged 2,000 a year. After porn became legal, the figure dropped by more 


than half to fewer than 1,000. More porn, fewer sex crimes. 


Denmark: More Porn, Less Rape 


In the 1970s, Denmark relaxed restrictions on pornography, and the country quickly 
became a center of porn production. Researchers compared arrest rates for sexual 
assault before and after the change. When porn became more easily available, 


allegations of rape decreased. 


Japan, China, Hong Kong: More Porn, Less Rape 


Around the millennium, partly in response to the availability of Internet porn, Japan, 
China, and Hong Kong relaxed laws that restricted its availability. In all three places, 


as porn became more easily available, sex crimes decreased. 


Compared with Most Men, Rapists Consume Less Porn 


UCLA researchers surveyed recollections of porn use among law-abiding men and 


a large group of convicted rapists and child sex abusers. Throughout their lives, the 


sex criminals recalled consuming /ess porn. More evidence that porn is a safety 
valve. Instead of committing rape and pedophilia, potential perpetrators find a less 


harmful outlet, masturbating to porn. 


Pornography Doesn't Isolate Men 


As evidence mounted that if anything, porn helps prevent sexual assault, porn 
critics changed their tune. Instead of blaming X-media for harming women, they 
claimed it harms men by confining them in a dark prison of masturbatory isolation 


that destroys their interpersonal relationships with others. 


English researchers gave 164 men standard psychological tests of interpersonal 
connectedness to determine their emotional closeness to—or distance from—the 
important people in their lives (Spouses, family, friends). Then the researchers 


surveyed the men’s porn consumption. 


Contrary to the critics’ assertions, as porn consumptions increased, so did 
emotional closeness to others. Far from providing an escape from close 
relationships, the researchers suggested that porn use may signify a “craving for 


intimacy.” 


Those who feel offended or disgusted by pornography are entitled to their opinion. 
But they are not entitled to misrepresent its effects on men and society. Porn does 
not isolate men from significant others, nor does it contribute to rape and other sex 


crimes. 
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Article 10: Thesociologicalmail 


Source: uleem odhit 


Before we answer the question, it would be best to understand peadophilic disorders better. 


According to diagnostic manuals: 


The WHO’s ICD-11 describes pedophilic disorder as “characterized by a sustained, focused, and 
intense pattern of sexual arousal [...] involving pre-pubertal children“. Therefore, it excludes 


pubescent children and diagnosis requires persistent and intense sexual attraction towards children. 


The APA’s DSM-5 defines pedophilic disorder as a paraphilic disorder concerning a sexual attraction to 


prepubescent children/sexual focus on children. There are three criteria for diagnosis: 


e Criterion A is: “Over a period of at least 6 months, recurrent, intense sexually arousing 


fantasies, sexual urges, or behaviors involving sexual activity with a prepubescent 
child or children (generally age 13 years or younger)“. 

e Furthermore, Criterion B requires the individual to have “acted on these sexual urges” 
or that these “cause marked distress or interpersonal difficulty“. 

e And Criterion C states that the individual has to be “at least age 16 years and at least 5 


years older than the child or children” concerned by Criterion A. 


Note: According to the DSM, if an individual is not distressed by their impulses, have never acted on their urges, and their impulses do not limit their function, a 
person do not have a pedophilic disorder but rather pedophilic sexual interest, which in a previous version was sexual orientation but was retracted following 


controversy. 


In summary, a sex offender that commits child sexual abuse is not automatically a pedophile; it is often 
the case according to research (i.e. see Finkelhor) that these sexual abusers are opportunistic criminals 


who do not actually have a sexual preference for children. 


Regarding attraction towards pubescent children, it would not be pedophilia anymore, but hebephilia. A 


further distinction can be made, as Sykes and Seto notes: 


Hebephilia represents a sexual preference for pubescent children (those in 
Tanner Stages 2 or 3 of sexual development). It can be contrasted with the 
better known paraphilia of pedophilia, which refers to a sexual preference 
for prepubescent children (Tanner Stage 1). Hebephilia has been incorrectly 
equated to a sexual preference for adolescents, which would encompass both 
young adolescents who are pubescent in appearance but also older 
adolescents who are sexually mature. A sexual interest in sexually mature 


adolescents, though socially sanctioned, is not uncommon. 


Regarding hebephilia, whether it can be considered a mental disorder is highly debated. It is necessary 
to understand what constitutes a mental disorder (i.e. the epistemology of mental illnesses). For 
example, if we consider mental illnesses to be harmful dysfunctions, then pedophilia is a mental illness 


because, as Seto explains: 


From a biological perspective, being sexually attracted to nonfertile, 
prepubescent children would have been maladaptive in the past (because 
sexual behavior with prepubescent children would not have led to successful 
reproduction) and likely continues to be maladaptive now, regardless of place 


or time. 


However, the same is not necessarily true for sexual attraction to postpubertal children. As Rind and 
Yuill explain, “[w]hen a mechanism functions as designed, but its expression is maladaptive in the 


current environment, the individual is unlucky, not disordered.” 


Following their “[e]xamination of historical, cross-cultural, sociological, cross-species, non-clinical 


empirical, and evolutionary evidence and perspectives”, they concluded that: 


The evidence indicated that male heterosexual hebephilic interest, rather 
than being dysfunctional, is at the lower end of a functional range of age 
preferences, and that male homosexual hebephilic interest is either an 
evolved but functionally neutral capacity or a naturally selected mechanism. 
Given the evolved nature of these interests, hebephilic preference (i.e., 
hebephilia) becomes an expectable distributional variant. The presumption, 


then, is that this preference is not dysfunctional. 


As far as I know, there are no studies directly studying the topic, especially drawings such as those 
defined “loli”. I will attempt to provide an overview of what is arguably known and comment on how it 
relates to the question. It is a long reply, which I will divide in two comments, because I believe such a 


delicate/contentious topic requires a bit more in-depth considerations. 


As a premise, studying pedophilia in itself is difficult, as they have little incentive to identify 


themselves even to medical doctors and therapists (because of the stigma, the amalgamation of 
pedophilia as a paraphilia and the criminal behavior that is child sexual abuse, fear of being outed for 
being a pedophile and of the social consequences, etc.). Therefore, many studies focus on child sexual 
abusers, which are not always pedophiles and cannot be considered at face value representative of 


pedophiles who do not act. Citing Seto: 


The prevalence of pedophilia in the general population is unknown. 
Epidemiological surveys with the questions that are needed to identify 
pedophilia—particularly those having to do with persistence and intensity of 
sexual thoughts, fantasies, urges, arousal, or behavior involving prepubescent 
children—have not yet been conducted. Ever having thoughts of sex with a 
prepubescent child or even ever having sexual contact with a prepubescent 
child would not be sufficient to meet the standard diagnostic criteria for 
pedophilia because persistence and intensity are two key features of these 


definitions. 


Check the first link for a long discussion on the topic, but pedophiles are not necessarily child sexual 


offenders and, less obviously, child sexual offenders are not necessarily pedophiles. Citing Finkelhor: 


But among [child abusers] who are [caught], most are not pedophiles. In 
fact, about half of all victims are post-pubescent, ranging in age from twelve 
to seventeen, so that most of their offenders would not qualify as pedophiles. 
Moreover about a third of offenders against juveniles are themselves 
juveniles (an even larger share of the offenders against young juveniles are 
juveniles). These young offenders are also not pedophiles, but include a 
mixed group of generally delinquent youth and youth who engage in 
somewhat impulsive, developmentally transitory behavior. Even among 
adults who victimize children under thirteen, at least a third or more do not 
qualify as pedophiles. The equation of sexual abuse with pedophilia is thus 


misleading. 


Then there is also the question of hebephilia, in regard to which it is debatable if can be considered a 


mental illness (i.e. is it a dysfunction’). 


Let’s step back and ask: is there a relationship between pornography and sexual abuse? This is a highly 
debated topic. I would suggest the consensus is that increased availability of pornography in recent 
decades has not contributed to increasing the rates of sexual offences internationally, however the 


debate is ongoing. Following year of publication: 


Kutchinsky studied the availability of pornography compared to the incidence of sex crimes in 


Denmark, especially child molestation: 


The unexpected outcome of this analysis is that the high availability of 
hard-core pornography in Denmark was most probably the very direct cause 
of a considerable decrease in at least one type of serious sex offense, namely, 
child molestation. Between 1965 (the first year of the availability of 
hard-core pornographic pictures) and 1969 (the year of the repeal of the 
Penal Law ban, and of peak production), the number of cases of this type 
dropped from 220 to 87. The implication of our conclusion is that a large 
number of such offenses have been avoided since the late 1960s, because 
potential offenders obtained sufficient sexual satisfaction through the use of 


pornography, most probably combined with masturbation. 


Diamond analyzed the incidence of sex crimes (rape) in Japan, Shanghai and the US associated with the 
availability of sexually explicit materials (SEM). He focused on “Japan, a country quite different from 
those in the West. In regard to pornography, in Japan the swing from prudish and restrictive to 
relatively permissive and nonrestrictive was dramatic. Some limited data from Shanghai and new 


data from the United States follow“. He was particularly interested in Japan, because: 


Currently , not only are visuals with pubic hair and exposed genitalia present, 


but available are cartoon images of hard-core sexual encounters in manga 


as well as in adult reading materials. These can be pictures and stories 
involving bestiality, sadomasochism, necrophilia and incest; the characters 


involved may be adults, children or both. Essentially, anything goes. “ 


He concluded that: 


It is certainly clear from the data reviewed, and the new data and analysis 
presented, that a massive increase in available pornography in Japan, the 
United States and elsewhere has been correlated with a dramatic decrease in 


sexual crimes and most so among youngsters as perpetrators or victims 


On the topic of virtual child pornography, Malamuth and Hupin reviewed the literature on pornography 


and concluded the following: 


Taken together, the two lines of independent lines of research (one focusing 
primarily on groups of offenders, the other primarily studying non-forensic 
samples with varying degrees of risk profiles) complement each other very 
well by their strengths and limitations. Importantly, the two lines of research 
support similar conclusions: exposure to nonconsenting pornography (child 
or adult) can “whet the appetite” or “add fuel to the fire” for individuals 
with a relatively high risk for offending (revealed either by a previous 
conviction for offending or by scoring highly on risk factors for sexual 
aggression). On the other hand, individuals with low known risk for sexual 
offending (revealed either by lack of previous behavioral offenses or by 
scoring low on risk factors) do not show any evidence of increased risk for 


sexual offending as a result of exposure to such pornography. 


Following their review of literature, Ferguson and Hartley concluded “that it is time to discard the 


hypothesis that pornography contributes to increased sexual assault behavior”: 


Considered together, the available data about pornography consumption and 
rape rates in the United States seem to rule out a causal relationship, at least 
with respect to pornography availability causing an increase in the incidence 
of rape. One could even argue that the available research and self-reported 
and official statistics might provide evidence for the reverse effect; the 
increasing availability of pornography appears to be associated with a decline 
in rape. Whatever the explanation is, the fact remains that crime in general,and 
rape specifically, has decreased substantially for the last 20 
years.Concurrently, availability of pornography has increased steadily in the 


last 20 years. 


Returning to Diamond and colleagues, they studied the Czech Republic for the following reason: 


Following the effects of a new law in the Czech Republic that allowed 
pornography to a society previously having forbidden it allowed us to 


monitor the change in sex related crime that followed the change. 


They concluded: 


The most obvious and significant finding is that since 1989, with the shift 
from a political system with its total ban on SEM and anything that might be 
considered pornographic to the present regime and the wide spread 
availability of SEM in various media from publication to films, CDs and the 
Internet, the incidence of reported sex related crimes has not increased. 
Perhaps most critically, child sex-abuse, despite a brief upswing toward its 
pre-democracy rate, resumed a decline that had begun, for unknown 
reasons, in the early 1970s. The lesser sex related crimes of peeping and 
indecent exposure also dropped significantly and appears to have reached a 
low and steady state. This is interesting since child sex abuse and so-called 


“hands off’ sex crimes are supposedly the most resistant to change 


(Marshall,2005). 


In their discussion, they argue: 


Issues surrounding child pornography and child sex abuse are probably 
among the most contentious in the area of sex issues and crime. In this regard 
we consider instructive our findings for the Czech Republic that have echoed 
those found in Denmark (Kutchinsky, 1973) and Japan (Diamond & 
Uchiyama, 1999) that where so-called child-pornography was readily 
available without restriction the incidence of child sexual abuse was lower 


than when its availability was restricted [...] 


We do not approve of the use of real children in the production or distribution 


of child pornography but artificially produced materials might serve. 


Revue_of Zero 


For a contrary position, see Tokunaga, who for example openly opposes Malamuth. He conducted a 
meta-analysis of “22 studies from 7 different countries” which sampled “from a general population. Sex 
offender/clinical studies were not included (see Allen et al., 1999; Seto & Lalumiere, 2010)”. Tokunaga 
found an association between pornography consumption and physical and verbal sexual aggression, 
with the association being stronger for the latter (verbal) than the former (physical). These are defined 


as: 


Following the CDCP (2014), physical sexual aggression was defined as the 
use or threat of physical force to obtain sex, and verbal sexual aggression 
was defined as verbally coercive but not physically threatening 


communication to obtain sex,and sexual harassment. 


What does this tell us? There are several caveats. Studying trends in sex crime in recent decades is 
complex. Research in criminology using both official statistics and crime surveys show that official 
crime rates have kept increasing even though victimizations were decreasing: people were reporting 
more (people appear to become less and less tolerant for such behaviors). However, this arguably makes 
results such as Kutchinsky’s and Diamond’s interesting, although they provide circumstantial evidence. 
It cannot be said that availability of pornography of any kind has in fact contributed to reducing sex 


offenses, but their data does suggest that it did not contribute to increasing sex offenses. 


Tokunaga’s meta-analysis suggests that pornography in general may contribute to aggressive behaviors, 
but there remains the issue of interpreting these behaviors and their intensity. In any case, aggressive 
behaviors do not automatically translate into actual offenses such as rape. And, of course, his paper was 


not about child sexual abuse. 


Taking it all together, even if it can be argued that pornography may contribute to aggression, it is 
necessary to question the strength and impact of this association considering trends in crime rates. I am 
refraining here from getting into the literature on attitudes, beliefs, behavioral intentions and behavior 
(the relationships are not straightforward), and the determinants of criminal behavior itself (such that 
for child sexual abuse, many abusers are opportunistic and known by the victims, not roaming preying 


strangers). 


I conclude with two papers. First one by Galbraith regarding the lolicon phenomena and what it 


embodies. In it, he notes: 


According to Takatsuki Yasushi’ fieldwork among fans, the peak age for a 
lolicon idol is 12, when secondary sex characteristics emerge (Takatsuki 2010: 
14-15). As Takatsuki sees it, lolicon is different from pedophilia, which is 
directed at children before secondary sex characteristics emerge (Takatsuki 


2010: 18-20). Lolicon also encompasses asexual desires, discussed below. 


It is pertinent to question whether ‘lolicons’ are actually attracted to real-life children, or whether they 
are attracted to specific characteristics of, say, ‘moe cartoons’, i.e. “Responding to the new legislation, 
Fujimoto Yukari comments thatmanga and anime are ‘not always about the representation of 
objects of desire that exist in reality, nor about compelling parties to realize their desires in 


reality.” 


Second paper is by Hessick who criticizes the conflation between child sexual abuse and child 


pornography in the legal arena: 


On its face, the preventative punishment argument appears to be the most 
defensible reason for increasing child pornography sentences. That is because 
punishing behavior in order to avoid the risk of future crime is a 
well-established feature of modern criminal law. However, as noted below, 
there is little empirical evidence demonstrating that significantly increasing 
sentences for possession of child pornography will lead to an appreciable 
decrease in child sex abuse. In any event, even if punishing possession with 
longer sentences might lead to some decrease in contact offenses against 
children, it would not suggest that possession of child pornography should be 


punished more harshly than contact offenses. 


And I think that’s the conclusion one can make as of now. We need more research, but it is hard for 


reasons stated before, because it’s taboo and because of ethical issues. 


Article 11: by u/zogar5101985 


So, I'd tried getting this posted about 2 or 3 weeks ago. But for some reason Reddit flaged and deleted it 
as spam. | made a post asking what | should do, and tried contacting the mods. But I've never heard back. 
While not finished, | still put a lot of work in to this. And think it could really help the community a lot. So | 
want it to be around. So, I'm trying again. | hope | don't get in trouble for not waiting or anything, but it's 


been a while, so here we go. 


FORWARD: 


Hey guys. A while ago | had a few users ask me for some of my best arguments and evidence defending 
loli. And | promised to make a post with my best stuff. | started on it, and got a little ways in. But sadly, 
haven't made as much progress as I'd like, and don't know how long it'd take me to truely finish it. Life is 
busy at the moment. But, Istill want a lot of the sources I've found out there and easily accesable for 


people so they can use it when they get in debates. 


So, | am going to post the opening | wrote, with as far as | got. And then, | will put a bunch of the different 
sources | have, with a little something quickly describing what they are. It won't have my full argument 


behind it or anything like that. | just want these to be avalible for everyone to use. 


Hello every one. | am Zogar85. | have been a member of anti-lolitary for 7 or 8 months, give or take, now. 
And | would say | am a fairly active one as well. Posting with a fairly solid regularity. And | am pretty sure | 


am well known to both our members, and those of Lolitary. 


And one of the things | have made a point of doing, is making sure to actually back my arguemtns with as 
much real evidence and proof as | can find. Including linking to real, published, peer-reviewed scientific 
papers on topics as directly related as there are that exist. Of course, how much of that there is is limied, 
as so far as | know, there have been no direct studies, specifically about lolicon material. There have 


however been ones that can and do apply. 


| have made a post in the recent past with a lot of my findings, and the finding of others as well. But since 
then, | have found even more, and some much better. And so, at the request of several other users, | am 


making this post. 


My intent is to make this an all inclusive post with all our best, and most well supported arguments against 
lolitary, and all anti-lolis in general. | will also include all their most common arguments against us and loli, 


and provide the best evidence | can find against them. 


This is not going to be solely my work. As with my first post, | will include links that others found and 
posted first. And sometimes, with their permission if | can find who originally did it, may include their 
arguments, copy and pasted. But there may well be times that | find info that I'm not sure of who posted it 


first 


. But will still need to include it if it is good. | will make sure to do my best to make sure all those instances 
are makred. And if it happens to be your work, or you know who it belongs to, please inform me, so | can 
properly credit it. Assuming of course, you want to be directly credited. There is a stigma with lolicons and 


as such some may not want thier name directly linked with something defending it so strongly as | plan to. 


INTERDUCTION: 


Lolicon is a very debated topic in the anime community at large. And has even seen a fair amount of spill 
over in to non anime areas of the internet. And the big probelm people have, is the immedaite and obvious 
connection they make. Instantly calling it child porn. And thinking it is every bit as bad and harmful as the 


real thing. 


Clearly, real child porn is one of the most horrible and distuging things in the world. There is no defence of 
its existance or the use of it. It is a thing of pure evil, that causes massive harm. No beneifits can be found 
in its existance. And all traces of it should be removed from the net. With the providers and users all facing 


server punishment. 


But lolicon is not real child porn. It does not cause any harm in its making or use. And enjoying it is not the 
same as enjoying the real thing, and in no way reflects your real tastes and what you wish to see or do in 
real life. This is what | intend to provid evidence for and direct proof of in the following pages. All backed 


up with all the relevent data and science that | am capable of finding. 


Definations: 


| feel it will be helpful to start out clearly defining a few commonly used and seen words and terms in this 
over all debat. As they tend to be a fairly regular source of confusion, misunderstanding, and often time, 


out right deception. 
First, lets start with pedophile. 
pedophile 


[ ped-uh-fahyl or, especially British, pee-duh- JSHOW IPA 


noun Psychiatry. 


an adult who is sexually attracted to young children. 


Straight off dictionary.com. Pretty straight forward. It is also considered a mental disorder, 


httos://www.psychiatry.org/patients-families/what-is-mental-illness 


Nice little article defining that here. It is not something some one chooses to be. And not something you 
can or will suddenly become if you never were before. Yes, people can realize it at later stages in life. 
Having denied and hidden it, even from themselves. But, it can't and doesn't come out of no where. You 


will have had signs of it. 


Now, child molester, is something else. Often also called predators. And this is often where many anti lolis 
try to decive and mis lead, linking pedophiles with child molesters. Using the word pedophile to describe 
both. But, that is not the case. The vast majority of pedophiles never harm a child. And they almost always 
hate feeling what they do. Doing all they can to surpress it and move on. And the vast majority of 
molesters are not pedophiles. They have no sexual attraction to children. Molestation is just another form 


of rape. And like normal rape, it is not about sex. 


https://themamabeareffect.org/think-all-child-molesters-are-pedophiles-think-again/ 


This article explains the differences, including some differences about different types of molesters. 


Next up is Loli. It can be defined in a few different ways. It can be taken to mean any underage anime girl, 
no matter how they look. But more commonly, is associated with a specific look for a character with age 
being irrelveant. There are techniqueally different types of lolis, like oppai loli or legal loli, but it all really 
just falls under the general loli umbrela in common speech. And that physical look is short, petite, small 


breated, often described as child like. 


And lolicon, is those who like lolis, normally the more sexual stuff. And many make the claim that lolicon 


just mean pedophile in japanese. i don't speak Japanese, but far as | can tell this is true. But, much like 
how anime is techniquelly just aberived form of animation, and can be used to talk about shows like 
Simpsons or Family Guy, and sometimes is used like that in Japan, our use is different. Anime means a 
specific tryp of Japanese produced show. And the same is true of lolicon. It's common speech usage is not 


directly calling one a pedophile, but refering to one that enjoys loli content. 


This was as far as | got actually writting it up. From here on it will be the sources | have, some with a bit of 
the argument that goes with them, and others just a bit explaining what the source is talking about. Again, 
| am sorry that | wasn't able to fully write up my arguments as | had originally intended to. But that just isn't 
something | am able to do at this point in my life for various reasons. So | at least want to get these 


sources and partial arguments out there for others to use and to help the community as much as possible. 


Number one is mostly anecdotal, little actual data. And is on a site called your brain on porn. Not exactly 


the place to go looking for impartial evidence. 


The second one right at the begining already throws out the only ideas of how porn could have the effect 
you all claim. People don't imitate it just cause they've seen it, to many other factors, and people don't 
learn behavior's from it. Thus not copying seeing rape or other messed up stuff. As they say, trying to 
claim this doesn't fit with the reduction of those kinds of things were see even with porn becoming more 


available. 


Three is a book, so | can't see it's sources. But doesn't seem to use many. It's from 2009. And from the 
reviews and sinpets | can read is mostly anecdotal as well. And makes claims that we know to be flat out 
untrue. Such as claiming it's ruining our marriages. Which if anything, divorce has gone down in recent 


years. 


Four is the same as 2. 


Five again is stating thngs we know to be untrue such as violent sex crimes or divorce going up from porn. 


And only has two citations newer then 2000, both 2008, and the rest are all early 90's and further back. 


Six while some studies show there may be a link, it is again not universally accepted. And is also not just 
linked to porn, but just over masterbation in general. Even with out the porn. The issue is when 
masterbation you are trying to ejaculate as quickly as possible. And by repeatedly doing so, you train your 


body to do it. Porn isn't needed. 


Seven is a very unsure topic. Some studies show a link, but it's small and never the only cause. And 


others show it can help it. It's still a mixed bag. 


Medical news today.com/articles/317117#porn-and-erectile-dysfunction 


That is newer, has multiple newer studies. And shows the jury is still out. Porn might contribute to ED, but 


is never the sole cause. And even that isn't agreed upon. 


Eight, seems to be mostly about porn addiction. Which again, is controversial and not universally 
accepted. Yes, some people can become addicted, but that's true of anything. For something to be really 
addicting, you have to be hooked after just a few times using it. Which isn't the case with porn, as with 


how widespread and available it is, there would be a much bigger problem. 


Can't find anything else concrete about it making you unable to find normal women attractive. That doesn't 
seem to hold up. Not any more so then in the way normal movie stars do the same. And in most cases 


seems to be the women comparing themselves to it. 


Nine, is pretty bad too. Already the premis in the begining is horrible flawed, and clearly bias to allow they 
result they want. Citing a study showing 20% reduction in sex" in the last 10 and then linking it purly on 


porn with nothing to back that. There are countless other factors resulting in this. 


Ten, also uses equally old sources, largely shown wrong. Anecdotal evidence, and like some many of the 


other studies that show porn is bad in some way, failed to take in to account other variables. 


https:/Awww.bbc.com/future/article/20 170926-is-porn-harmful-the-evidence-the-myths-and-the-unknowns 


This show that those early claims, mainly by politacians, of porn causing harm are false. Early studies 


can't be reproduced, and new studies disprove their results. 


httos://www.psychologytoday.com/us/blog/all-about-sex/20 160 1/evidence-mounts-more-porn-less-sexual- 
assault 


Showing that as the amount and access to porn in a bunch of countries increased, rape and other violent 


sex crimes went down. 


The following paragraphs | found from another antilolitary user. | sadly can not remember who it was that 
posted them originally. If they see this, or anyone else does and knows who posted it first, please let me 


know. That way | can give them credit for the work they did if they so want to be credited with it. 


"We have had to acknowledge that there is no evidence that the use of fictive images of sexual assaults 


on children alone can lead people to conduct sexual assaults on children" (https://cohpost.dk/?p=11232 ) 


Following the effects of a new law in the Czech Republic that allowed pornography to a society previously 
having forbidden it allowed us to monitor the change in sex related crime that followed the change. As 
found in all other countries in which the phenomenon has been studied, rape and other sex crimes did not 
increase. Of particular note is that this country, like Denmark and Japan, had a prolonged interval during 
which possession of child pornography was not illegal and, like those other countries, showed a significant 


decrease in the incidence of child sex abuse. (httos://oubmed.ncbi.nim.nih.gov/21116701/ ) 


It is shown that, concurrent with the increasing availability of pornography, there was a significant 


decrease in the number of sex offenses registered by the police in Copenhagen. On the basis of various 
investigations, including a survey of public attitudes and studies of the police, it was established that at 
least in 1 type of offense (child molestation) the decrease represents a real reduction in the number of 


offenses committed. Various factors suggest that the availability of pornography was the direct cause of 


this decrease. (https://psycnet.apa.org/record/1974-29962-001 ) 


While earlier research found no evidence of a causal link between pornography and rape, a new 
generation of behavioral scientists has attempted to prove such a connection, especially for aggressive 
pornography. Aggregate data on rape and other violent or sexual offenses in these 4 countries seem to 
exclude the possibility that the availability of pornography has had any detrimental effects in the form of 


increased sexual violence. (https://psycnet.apa.org/record/1991-24607-001 ) 


The concern that countries allowing pornography and liberal anti-obscenity laws would show increased 
sex crime rates due to modeling or that children or adolescents in particular would be negatively 
vulnerable to and receptive to such models or that society would be otherwise adversely effected is not 
supported by evidence. It is certainly clear from the data reviewed, and the new data and analysis 
presented, that a massive increase in available pornography in Japan, the United States and elsewhere 
has been correlated with a dramatic decrease in sexual crimes and most so among youngsters as 
perpetrators or victims. 


(http://www.hawaii.edu/PCSS/biblio/articles/1961to1999/1999-effects-of-pornography.html ) 


Porn is not some horrible thing that cause all kinds of problems. Just like rock and roll and video games, it 
was nothing more then a scape goat. People and politacians wanted something other then themselves to 
blame for problems. It has been happening for the entirety of human history with one thing after another. 
And its never been true. And as always when the claims first start coming out about something, politacians 
pay for bad studies, with far to small sample sizes, and that don't control for other varriables. And by 
pushing them out ASAP. Which always end up being wrong in the future when they are properly controled 


and can't be reproduced. 


https://thesociologicalmail.com/2019/06/27/does-drawn-paedophilic-images-encourage-or-discourage-beh 
aviour/ 


Showa a lot of evidence of how increase porn avaliablity doesn't increase sexual crimes. Talks about what 


exactly a pedophile is and isn't, and the difference between pedophiles and molesters. And about how loli 


isn't the same as real child porn, and many other things. 


https://qz.com/678186/theres-a-neurological-explanation-for-the-link-between-sex-and-violence/ 


https://www.psychologytoday.com/us/blog/the-new-brain/20160 1/the-explosive-mix-sex-and-violence 


https://www.psychologytoday.com/us/blog/the-human-beast/201507/why-sex-and-violence-go-together-ins 
ights-other-species 


All three links to articles and papers talking about and showing the link between sex and violence in our 
brains. How the same exact neurons can trigger a sexual or violenet responce when stimulated. And how 


the dopamine reward from sexual acts or violent acts also comes from the same neurons. 


Link talking about violent video game bans after austrila banned loli and all hentai/anime. 


httos://thesociologicalmail.com/2019/06/27/does-drawn-paedophilic-images-encourage-or-discourage-beh 
aviour/ 


https:/Awww.wksexcrimes.com/is-there-a-difference-between-a-sex-offender-and-a-pedophile/ 


https://themamabeareffect.org/think-all-child-molesters-are-pedophiles-think-again/ 


a few links talking about the difference between a pedophile and child molester. 


https://www.reddit.com/r/AntiLolitary/comments/kvspgb/an_old_ama_in lolitary an actual legit pedophile 
/ 


For AMA with pedo hunter at lolitary where he even agreed loli isn't a bad thing. 


This is a good argument | don't want to forget the wording of. 


Yep, | have the papers saved on my computer with the studies on it, it's really cool. Proves for a fact that 
loli doesn't cause any harm. Cause countless studies have proven that violent videos games in no way 
contribute to people commiting acts of violence. So with as closely linked as sex and violence are, if 
enjoying some type of porn had to mean you like the real thing irl, and also that you'd be compelled to do 


those things irl too, it would be true of video games or any other media as well, but isn't. 


And people can try and say attractions are different all they want. It doesn't matter or make a difference to 


this point. 


Let's assume for a second, even though it is objectively wrong, let's still assume that likeing loli porn ment 


you were attracted to real kids irl for a fact. 


All people are attracted to something(most anyway, there are non sexual people, but forget them for now), 
but they don't go around uncontrollably trying to hook up with those they are attracted to. And especially 


not trying to assult them. 


So, the issue is they claim the loli porn will some how make you unable to control yourself, and because of 
how it normalizes it and desensitizes you to it, will make you act on it and actually end up molesting a 
child. 


But, if that were true, then because of how closely linked sex and violence are in the brain, it would be true 
of violence as well. And we wouldn't be able to play violent games or watch movies or whatever other 
media, with out it also filling us with an uncontrollable urge to commit those same acts we see. Either both 
have to be true, or neither are true. And we know for a fact video games don't cause violence at all, so loli 


doesn't cause people to become molesters. Period. 


https://www.ojp.gov/pdffiles 1/ojjdp/199298. pdf 


talking about rates of pedophilia and molestation 


https://www.npr.org/sections/coronavirus-live-updates/2020/04/28/847251985/child-sexual-abuse-reports- 
are-on-the-rise-amid-lockdown-orders 


Showing that cases are as of now increasing, but solesly because of covid. As the oppsite had been the 
truth before. But covid, the lock down, and everything that comes with that is combining to make things 
worse. And was the first increases since 2015. Which was also the first time for an increase in quite a 


while before it as well. 


https://www.nytimes.com/1982/05/13/garden/studies-find-sexual-abuse-of-children-is-widespread.html 


An artical talking about the issue from 1982. Before lolicon hit the hentai scene. And well before anyone 
know what it was in any large number. Also mentions in the article who they have been studying it for the 


last 16 years at least 


httos://www.uta.edu/news/news-releases/2019/11/07/video-game-study 


ri n%20quotes%20several%20studies%20that%2 ny%20links%2 tween.game%2 les%20and 


%2O0violent%20crime%20in%20that%20period. 


You have to read through this one. It at first seems to support a link between video game violence and real 
life violence, citing many studies that say this. But then goes on to point out major flaws in those studies, 


and to list other studies showing no link. 


And the major flaw in the studies linking violent games and real life violence is not controling for other risk 
factors for violence. All the supposed data that showed links came from people who suffered at least one, 
normally more other risk factors that would increase violent behavior, games or not. And when these 


factors were also controled for, the effect of the games was found to be virtually 0. 


https://www.gamespot.com/articles/research-shows-no-link-between-video-game-violence/1100-6423385/ 


https://www.stetson.edu/today/2019/08/chris-ferguson-and-the-myth-of-video-game-violence/ 


This is a bit about Chris Ferguson, a leader in the field. Who has shown again and again, with published, 
peer reviewed, and repeatable studies, that there is no link what so ever. And while his studies havent 


been able to directly show a decress, its not what they are designed for, they do suggest it. 


This is just some of the stuff out there. No to mention all the easily obtainable data that shows there is no 
spike in crime or violence when say a new grand theift auto game comes out, or just after. Which if there 


was any truth there would be. 


https:/Awww.concordmonitor.com/UNH-research-child-sexual-assault-cases-on-rise-33130638 


Talking about an increase, that is the first in over 15 years. 


"This is the first marked increase in sexual abuse cases in more than 15 years. But experts have urged 


caution when interpreting the data, saying a one-year change isn’t indicative of a trend." 


"While an increase in reports can draw concern about a greater occurrence of abuse, experts say the 


likelier cause is that more people are reporting." 


https://www.undispatch.com/here-is-how-every-country-ranks-on-child-safety/ 


And this is the coup de grace. 


Japan, home of and esaily number one consumer of loli content. And yet, they are in the top ten safest 
places for children in the world. If there was even a hint of truth to anything you say, this could not possible 


be true. There would be countless pedos and child molesters over there. Yet there aren't. 


List of all links by themselves. 


https://www.psychiatry.org/patients-families/what-is-mental-illness 


https://themamabeareffect.org/think-all-child-molesters-are-pedophiles-think-again/ 


today.com/articles/317117#porn-and-erectile-dysfunction 


httos://www.psychologytoday.com/us/blog/all-about-sex/20160 1/evidence-mounts-more-porn-less-sexual- 
assault 


https://cphpost.dk/?p=11232 


https://pubmed.ncbi.nim.nih.gov/21116701/ 


https://psycnet.apa.org/record/1974-29962-001 


https://psycnet.apa.org/record/1991-24607-001 


http://www. hawaii.edu/PCSS/biblio/articles/1961to1999/1999-effects-of-pornography.html 


https://thesociologicalmail.com/2019/06/27/does-drawn-paedophilic-images-encourage-or-discourage-beh 
aviour/ 


https://www.psychologytoday.com/us/blog/the-new-brain/20160 1/the-explosive-mix-sex-and-violence 


https://www.psychologytoday.com/us/blog/the-human-beast/201507/why-sex-and-violence-go-together-ins 
ights-other-species 


httos://thesociologicalmail.com/2019/06/27/does-drawn-paedophilic-images-encourage-or-discourage-beh 
aviour/ 


https:/Awww.wksexcrimes.com/is-there-a-difference-between-a-sex-offender-and-a-pedophile/ 


https://themamabeareffect.org/think-all-child-molesters-are-pedophiles-think-again/ 


https://www.reddit.com/r/AntiLolitary/comments/kvspgb/an_old_ama_in lolitary an actual legit pedophile 
l 


https://www.ojp.gov/pdffiles 1/ojjdp/199298.pdf 


httos://www.npr.org/sections/coronavirus-live-updates/2020/04/28/847251985/child-sexual-abuse-reports- 
are-on-the-rise-amid-lockdown-orders 


https:/Mwww.nytimes.com/1982/05/13/garden/studies-find-sexual-abuse-of-children-is-widespread.html 


https://www.uta.edu/news/news-releases/2019/11/07/video-game-study 


rguson%20quotes%20several%20studies%20that%20deny%20links%20between,game%20sales%20and 
*20violent%20crime%20in%20that%20period. 


httos://www.gamespot.com/articles/research-shows-no-link-between-video-game-violence/1100-6423385/ 


https://www.stetson.edu/today/2019/08/chris-ferquson-and-the-myth-of-video-game-violence/ 


https://www.concordmonitor.com/UNH-research-child-sexual-assault-cases-on-rise-33130638 


httos://www.undispatch.com/here-is-how-every-country-ranks-on-child-safety/ 


Article 12: https://twitter.com/blissfullyshow/status/1472743471253438465 


Transcript: 
Ok, let's talk about the PROTECT act of 2003. Prosecutorial remedies and other tools to end the 
exploitation of children today. Submitted by Senator Orrin Hatch and congressman Mike Pence. 


So the PROTECT Act includes prohibitions against obscene illustrations depicting child sexually 
explicit material, so | understand where you could get confused, but the law was created with the intent 
of stopping people from creating virtual children based off real life children and then using that to 
create child sexually explicit material. It has only ever been successfully used in a trial one time that 
was later overturned. 


In april of 2006, the United States versus Williams ruled that the pandering provision in the Protect Act 
went against the first Amendment. And then in June of 2008, the United States versus Handly case 

ended with a ruling that the Protect Act was unconstitutionally vague. Neil Gamon even remarked that 
even applied to his own work, the doll house, you could be arrested for owning it according to this law 


So no, you cannot go to jail for Loli art. It does not violate Federal law in the United States. You do not 
have to like it, but it is not illegal. 


Article 13: by Jiyuuko Aoi 


“Just because it’s fictional doesn’t make it right” 


Ok, but here’s the problem, no one is claiming that if it’s fiction it’s right in real life. If a person can’t tell 
the difference between fiction and reality that’s a problem they have to treat on, not the fiction’s 
problem. 


That’s the point of fiction, exploring things we wouldnt in real world. For instance if | enjoy playing 
shooting games that doesn’t mean | think the game is telling me it’s ok to shoot people in real life. 
Watching a lolicon anime doesn’t make a person a pedophile. Watching Hannibal doesn’t make people 
cannibals. Playing shooting games doesn’t make people be against gun control. Watching an animated 
hentai with rape doesn’t make a person a rapist. Reading a book where the main character is a serial 
killer doesn’t turn the reader into one. 


This fiction vs reality issue have been discussed for years, they did that to video games and it was 
bulshit before and it’s bulshit now. 


For example, a million kids played World of Warcraft, but then one kid commited suicide and left a note 
saying he was going to join his friends at WOW. Was it the game’s fault? Or was this particular kid 
suffering mental illness? Was it not the paren’ts fault for neglecting their kid? Did the game told this kid 
to commit suicide or did the kid used the game as an excuse to run fom reality? Can we be sure that if 
WOW didnt exist, this kid wouldnt find another medium to use to commit suicide? 


Look you say it only makes things worse, so here | ask you: proof? Show me proof that it make things 
worse and how. | want data, numbers, evidence that lolicon anime makes regular people become 
pedophiles. 


Yes, you might use the argument that actual rapists use loli fiction to justify their illegal actions. But 
then again they are already pedophiles, the anime didnt make them that, and also, wouldn’t be better if 
they got their sick satisfaction from fiction so they wouldn’t harm actual kids? 


If you can’t show morally wrong stuff in fiction then we gonna have to destroy like 90% of fiction. Game 
of Thrones for instance show a fuck ton of morally wrong stuff, murder, rape, incest. But we have a 
freaking brain capable of understanding that fiction and reality a different things and have different 
rules. If you throw glitter at a kid and says it’s tinkerbell dust the kid won't just throw themselves from 
the roof believing they can fly. 


| mean even imaginary friends! Why there aren't kids dying from doing dangerous stuff with their 
imaginary friends? Because even small kids have a good understanding of reality, researches show 
that kids with imaginary friends knows very well that their friends are not in fact real! 


So if even small kids have a grasp on the difference between fiction and reality, why does adults have 
so much trouble understanding this and blaming fiction for real life problems? 


Article 14: Anonymous 


Question: Do people who like Loli's also like young children in real life? 


First of all no. 

Secondly it is supposed to depend on what you mean by like. If you mean admire, this happens here, a 
lot of people admire child geniuses and it has nothing to do with sexuality. 

Still no. You generally like a character for what they are but lets exclude anime and go to hentai. 


i / va {Hue 
This may not be obvious to people who can't see clearly. The aspects a individual that likes loli would 
state as attractive here are : her expression, clothing style, big butt for skinny statue, again her naughty 
“Ok" alike inducing expressions, her flat waist, small breasts, naughty and motherly smile, eyes, 
slightly thicker eyebrows, hairstyle. 
Young children do not really have any of these properties. 
That is about as simple as | can make it. The only real similarity that you can state is “small height", 
“small chest" and adults have these too. 


Article 15: by Benjamin Hewitt 


They could be but it’s not a direct correlation. Lolicons are attracted to artistic representations of 
children but they may not be attracted to real children. It’s also important to differentiate pedophiles 
and lolicons from child molesters; the difference being perverse attraction is not inherently unlawful but 
violating the rights of children is. 


Pedophile Lolicon 


Article 16: U/TrickFan52 


While | think it's alright for you to address specific arguments, what you need to realize is that most (if 
not all) arguments from antis boil down to either: 

1. Fear of someone being or becoming a child abuser 

2. Loli/shota being something they find gross 
In both cases it's an argument from emotion. It's the reason why, no matter how much evidence you 
may have and no matter how little (or no) evidence they may have, they won't be convinced because 
while their stance may be wrong or fake, their emotions or how they feel about it are real. 
So I'd advise a different tactic, otherwise you'd be here forever disproving whatever new argument or 
long list of arguments they can come up with but never actually convince them or others. 
What I'd recommend doing instead, is to frame the evidence you've compiled to address the emotions 
they feel. Frame the evidence in a way to show them that their fears are unwarranted but not in an 
antogonistic way but instead in an assuring way, show them that their fears have no basis and that 
there isn't anything to be scared of or that their disgust doesn't indicate anything more than their 
personal taste. 


Living things developed fear and disgust to increase the odds of their survival but in a modern world 
where many (though not all) of us are relatively safe and able to kill time online due to the luxury of 
having free-time, it can sometimes cause problems (not saying they no longer have a use or purpose). 
We're all human, we are all more likely swayed by emotion rather than pure facts but if you can 
combine those emotions with facts to back up what you say, you're a shoe in for convincing others to 
your arguments. 


Article 17: U/ARandomStrategist 


Happy holidays, allow me to add my points 
> and plus, the whole "violent games" thing doesn't count because i've seen countless 
and countless of lolicons/shotacons get arrested for molesting minors. 


For this section the best proof would be showing statistics about the crime rates of lolicons or gamers 
in comparison to the usual rate but | have not seen any. | suggest to go with the studies that show how 
the pleasure from violence and sesual gratification follow the same pathway. Additionally, if going by 
anecdotes, | have found much more antis to actually do the deed than lolicons, although that can 
probably come from how everyone with a functioning mind consider lolicon as inconsequential but at 
the very least it should hit them. 


> look at this apple, your brain processes that it's an apple, so thus, if you look at this anime 
child, you process it as a child 


Are you aware of the painting the "treachery of images"? You may have also heard of it called as "this 
is not a pipe". This is an artist saying that although this image resembles that of a pipe it is actually not. 
It should fit for this talking point. 


> The point is, lolicon is still considered pedophilia. 


If you wish to go for specifics, it would fall under attraction to fictional entities or characters instead of 
pedophilia. Furthermore, the main attraction to many for lolicon is cuteness, so it can also fall under 
moe. Pixiv encyclopedia has an article on loli, one of the few sources | believe better since it is actually 
Japanese. 

> Lolicon literally means pedophile 


Congratulations, you have let google translate function as your brain. Lolicon is literally lolita complex 
as lolicon is a loan word and the only actual translation would be the word itself. Additionally the word 
itself has gone through multiple transformations in the past, it started with it meaning cute before 
getting replaced by moe due to getting conflated with the book Lolita. Another fascinating tidbit of 


information is that lolita complex used to be the exact opposite of what it is now, meaning its the girl 
that has the complex, although | do not quite remember where | read this so check first. 
> lolicon and violent video games are not the same 


Glad to see your five senses are working. Of course they are not the same but they are also not 
mutually exclusive. Remember those studies about violence and sex, we are going to use them here 
again. They both involve the derivation of pleasure from fictional sources. 
> Yes, It IS wrong for you to be a Lolicon. Although you are not hurting a human life or 
abusing another human being, you have the potential to hurt someone. You will get tired of 
being attracted to animated young girls and find another way of release, making you a danger 
to our society. 


This one is rather slippery. Anything has the potential to hurt anything so this point is moot. Of course, 
our opposition dictates that all will do it but if you have seen Japan's crime rates, you realize how much 
of it is complete and utter ignorance. Add in various studies about how porn may help lower crime as 
well, and viola, you have turned the arguments against them and make it look like the antis want more 
children to be raped. 

> Yes, of course. It’s dressing up pedophilia in new clothes. 


If you have seen or read the history of the term loli you already know this is even more baseless 
accusations, which honestly does not really hold up much in the first place. If you want to read more 
about the history of loli, | suggest going to all the fallen, they have a timeline and it should get you 
started. 

> It’s not only the height. It’s the facial structure, demeanor, and body type 


You do realize the proportions and characteristics of a loli if placed on an actual human child would be 
more likely than not an intensive care patient. Height is actually a rather useless measure due to the 
existence of giantess and minigirls in fiction, such as the platelets that are smaller than a centimeter. 
Demeanor as well is also useless since lolis come in all of them and can even have categorization 
based on it, as well as the classic lolibaba being a near omniscient existence from time to time. Body 
type is rather applicable but have you heard of gastroptosis, its another common tag in pixiv that are 
often with lolis and, you guessed it, it is a medical condition. As for facial structure, that is more of an 
artistic choice, more often than not, since most characters tend to look young and cute with the classic 
big eyes. 


Article 18: uU/wovyuilx 


>and plus, the whole "violent games" thing doesn't count because i've seen countless and 
countless of lolicons/shotacons get arrested for molesting minors. 


Its not an argument its a compareable concept of media influencing behaviour in reality, which turned 
out to not be as much the case as suggested by some people. For the majority of people, media 
consumption is an outlet from reality, not the other way around. Various mental conditions, living 
conditions and drugs have a higher influence on behaviour than media consumption. 

>look at this apple, your brain processes that it's an apple, so thus, if you look at this anime 
child, you process it as a child 


The Treachery of Images. Aka this is not a pipe demonstrated that concept quite well. Just because 
something is realistically portrayed (which loliporn is very far away from) doesn't make it the real thing. 
Reality matters, fantasy does not. 

There's a little Interview in the moe manifesto (ISBN 978-1-4629-1413-5) that might be interesting in 
that regard. As one of the artists describes moe (which includes loli) as form of alternative gender, 
distinct from reality. 


>The point is, lolicon is still considered pedophilia. 


By whom? Not psychologists, not neurologists at least not by those who actually have any kind of 
knowledge on the subject. 

A few months ago there was someone here who posted the report from his psychologist regarding him 
being a lolicon. You might want to look for it. 


>Lolicon literally means pedophile 


/\\ i 4 4] means pedophile. Lolicon only means pedophile in some groups of people and the lolicon 
community isn't one of them 

>lolicon and violent video games are not the same 

True, in games you actually are the one interacting with the object, lolicons are passive. 


> Yes, It IS wrong for you to be a Lolicon. Although you are not hurting a human life or 
abusing another human being, you have the potential to hurt someone. You will get tired of 
being attracted to animated young girls and find another way of release, making you a danger 
to our society. 


Everyone, without exception, has not only the potential to hurt or abuse someone else it is part of 
every social species to abuse and be abused to a certain extend. That's not a bad thing, it's called 
interacting with others and it's part of life. Trying to reduce the amount of hurt and or or offer 
compensation or alternatives, that's the noble part about society. 


> Yes, of course. It’s dressing up pedophilia in new clothes. 


Except that the definition of pedophilia doesn't agree with that statement and no anti is in the position 
to make up new definitions and call it truth and be right about it at the same time. 


> It’s not only the height. It’s the facial structure, demeanor, and body type. 


this facial structure? 
this demeanour? 


this body type? 


The next couple will prove pedo does not equal CM 


Article 19: https:/Awww.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC4478390/ 


A pedophilic disorder is recognized for its impairment to the individual and for the harm it may cause 
to others. Pedophilia is often considered a side issue and research into the nature of pedophilia is 
delayed in comparison to research into other psychiatric disorders. However, with the increasing use of 
neuroimaging techniques, such as functional and structural magnetic resonance imaging (sMRI, fMRI), 
together with neuropsychological studies, we are increasing our knowledge of predisposing and 
accompanying factors contributing to pedophilia development. At the same time, we are faced with 
methodological challenges, such as group differences between studies, including age, intelligence, and 
comorbidities, together with a lack of careful assessment and control of child sexual abuse. Having this 
in mind, this review highlights the most important studies investigating pedophilia, with a strong 
emphasis on (neuro-) biological studies, combined with a brief explanation of research into normal 
human sexuality. We focus on some of the recent theories on the etiology of pedophilia such as the 
concept of a general neurodevelopmental disorder and/or alterations of structure and function in frontal, 
temporal, and limbic brain areas. With this approach, we aim to not only provide an update and 
overview but also a framework for future research and to address one of the most significant questions 
of how pedophilia may be explained by neurobiological and developmental alterations. 


Keywords: pedophilia, child sexual abuse, functional and structural MRI, neuropsychology, 
neurodevelopment, etiology, epigenetic, neurobiology 
Go to: 


Introduction 


In the light of frightening and emotionally disturbing sexual offenses against children, experts have 
focused more on the level of sexual behavior, referred to subsequently as “offenses,” while not 
differentiating the causes for that behavior in an appropriate and adequate way. Concerning sexual 
offending against children, two groups can be distinguished: first, those who show no sexual preference 
disorder, but whom, for various reasons, sexually abuse children. Reasons include sexually 


inexperienced adolescents, mentally retarded persons, and those with antisocial personality disorders 
(ASPDs), or perpetrators within general traumatizing family constellations, which seek surrogate 
partners in children (Rice and Harris, 2002; Greenberg et al., 2005). These individuals are most likely 
diagnosed with various impulse-control disorders, accounting for their engaging in child sexual abuse 
(CSA) without a specific sexual preference for prepubescent children (Allnutt et al., 1996; Greenberg et 
al., 2005). Second, there are those who do display a sexual preference disorder, namely pedophilia (i.e., 
the sexual preference for prepubescent minors) and/or hebephilia (i.e., the sexual preference for 
pubescent minors) (Seto et al., 1999). 


Although this preference increases the risk of engaging in CSA, only about 50% of all individuals who 
do sexually abuse children are pedophilic (Blanchard et al., 2001; Schaefer et al., 2010) and not every 
pedophilic individual actually has abused children. The other 50% of individuals that have abused 
children are those who do so without a sexual attraction to children; i.e., they lack the necessary social 
skills to develop and maintain emotional and sexual relationships with appropriately aged peers and 
look to “replacement partners” in children as a kind of “surrogate” (Beier, 1998; Seto, 2008; Mokros et 
al., 2012b). 


Overall, there is great consensus regarding the negative consequences for victimized children. The 
number of known cases of CSA in Germany, for example, was on average 14,600 in the last 5 years 
(Bundeskriminalamt, 2012). The estimated incidence is far greater than what is reported to authorities. 
In the United States, the National Center for Victims of Crimes, as reported in Finkelhor et al. (2009), 
states that one in 5 girls and one in 20 boys are victims of CSA (Crimes, 2012). Additionally, CSA has 
important economical aspects. The estimated burden for the particular countries is enormous, including 
childhood health care costs, adult medical costs, productivity losses, criminal justice costs, and special 
education costs, which results in an estimated lifetime cost per victim of non-fatal child maltreatment in 
general of $210,000 in the USA (Fang et al., 2012). 


In this article, we discuss pedophilia with a focus on recent findings of the definition, neuropsychology, 
and neurobiology (including neuroimaging) of pedophilia as a specific phenotype within the spectrum 
of human sexual preference. For that purpose, the article highlights the current gaps in literature and 
offers suggestions as to where the field of pedophilia research should head in order to close these gaps. 


Go to: 


Pedophilia and Pedophilic Disorder: A 
Psychological Perspective 


Classification of pedophilia 


Pedophilia is defined as an ongoing sexual attraction toward pre-pubertal children (Freund, 1963, 1967; 
Seto, 2009). In the new DSM-S, pedophilia is de-pathologized by differentiating between the sexual 


preference for prepubescent children (i.e., pedophilia) and the disorder in case of additional factors. 
These factors include experiencing significant distress and impairment by fantasies and urges, or the 
acting out on behavioral level, including child pornography consumption and/or committing hands-on 
CSA offenses. 


The estimated prevalence leads to questions about the diagnostic validity and reliability of pedophilia as 
a classification entity. According to the DSM-5, pedophilic sexual preference and the pedophilic 
disorder must be differentiated. As can be seen in Table 


Tablel, 


1, the behavioral criterion was not included in the DSM-5 as a specifier, though it holds relevance for 
researchers and clinicians. From a clinical point of view, both child pornography consumption and/or 
hands-on CSA offenses would count as preference behaviors (Seto, 2010; First, 2011). 


Table 1 


Diagnostic criteria of a pedophilic disorder according to DSM-5. 


DSM-S pedophilic disorder 


Over a period of at least 6 months, recurrent, intense sexually arousing Specify if: 
fantasies, sexual urges, or behaviors involving sexual activity with a 


prepubescent child or children (generally age 13 years or younger) 


Sexually attracted to 


males 


Sexually attracted to 


females 


Sexually attracted to 


both 


The fantasies, sexual urges, or behaviors cause clinically significant Specify if: 
distress or impairment in social, occupational, or other important areas of 


functioning 


Limited to Incest 


The person is at least age 16 years and at least 5 years older than the child Specify type: 


or children in Criterion A 


Exclusive type 
(attracted only to 
children) 


Non-exclusive type 


From a clinical perspective, it is necessary to stress that there are pedophilic men who restrict their 
desire for sexual contact with children to fantasies only, and other men who are at risk to commit an 
offense because fantasy alone does not satisfy their sexual desire. This second group is potential 
offenders who wish to reduce their increasingly overwhelming impulses with therapeutic help (Beier et 
al., 2009a,b; Schaefer et al., 2010; Wakefield, 2012). It is possible for these men to be diagnosed with 
Pedophilic Disorder — due to experiencing interpersonal distress — without them committing an offense. 


The other group of pedophilic men includes those who have committed sexual offenses against 
children. These individuals may feel remorse (and seek help to avoid a relapse), while others do not. 
Note that both fulfill criterion B of the DSM-5, as shown in Table 


Tablel, 


1, means that it has to be diagnosed as Pedophilic Disorder. Furthermore, it is necessary to distinguish 
between the exclusive type of pedophilia (attracted only to children) and non-exclusive type, and 
whether the person is attracted to males, attracted to females, or to both. 


It is a completely different situation for perpetrators who committed sexual offenses against children, 
which were not caused by a pedophilic preference. Those are the surrogate types of sex offenders and 
can be diagnosed within the category of impulse-control disorder, accounting for the lack of a sexual 
preference for children but the committed act of CSA (DSM-S: 312.89; ICD-10: 63.8). Moreover, most 
sexual assaults happen in the “Dunkelfeld” for approximately every reported case of CSA; another five 
are left unreported, suggest some scholars (Hall and Hall, 2007; Seto, 2009). Dunkelfeld is a German 
word that literally translates to “dark field.” 


It is of great importance for clinical diagnosis whether or not an erotic preference for the body scheme 
of children on the fantasy-level exists. There is a high chance that this information would be given 
voluntarily by self-referred, self-motivated pedophilic men, but less likely by those who are already 
involved with the legal system (probation etc.). It is therefore essential for the assessment and a reliable 
diagnosis to obtain a cooperation/compliance level. In self-motivated pedophiles, this collaboration is 
highest and makes them a highly interesting target group for research (see Section “Methods for 
Diagnosing Pedophilia”). 


This underlines that pedophilia as a sexual preference must be seen independently from sexual 
offending against children — otherwise there would be only offending pedophiles. From a research point 
of view, it is imperative to understand in what way the neurobiological conditions — notwithstanding 
sexual preference — encourage the sexual behavior. These are possibly the same mechanisms that also 
encourage offense-like behavior in men with other sexual preferences (for instance in the case of rape 
on the background of sexual preference for adult women). Additionally, research efforts have to unravel 
which neurobiological mechanisms determine and regulate sexual preference, and how preference and 
behavior are interconnected. 


In the research domain, pedophilia is currently viewed as a phenotype of sexual preference within the 
realm of human sexuality, including various different phenotypes (e.g., the sexual orientation toward 
the same gender), only that it concerns a preferred age in addition to gender (Beier et al., 2009a,b; 
Schaefer et al., 2010). This is separate from, but in addition to, behavioral manifestations including the 
use of child pornography and the commitment of child sexual offenses (Beier et al., 2009a,b; Neutze et 
al., 2011). Consequently, the sexual preference itself cannot be considered a mental disorder similar to 
how a homosexual orientation was considered in the 1970s in the United States of America (Green, 
2002). Separating sexual preference from psychosocial impairment, thus allowing for the practice of 
various sexual behaviors with consenting partners, has been applied within the new DSM-S with the 
other paraphilias as well, including fetishism, bondage/dominance-sadism/masochism, and is therefore 
not specific to pedophilia (Wright, 2010, 2014). 


Epidemiology of pedophilia 


The most commonly asked question about pedophilia is how frequently it occurs. Obtaining reliable 
incidence numbers of pedophilia as a preference disorder is difficult as individuals are typically 
unwilling to admit pedophilic preferences, particularly when offenses have been committed. The 
prevalence of a true pedophilic sexual preference is approximately 1%, but when general fantasies are 
investigated, that prevalence can reach up to 5% among men in the general population, extrapolated 
from the studies discussed below. 


Some studies suggest that the prevelance of pedophilia may be between 3% and 5% in the general 
population (as reviewed by Seto, 2009). In penile plethysmography studies of men with sexual offense 
histories against children, these prevalences can jump from 30% for men with one offense to 61% for 
men with 3 or more sexual offenses against children (Blanchard, 2010; Seto, 2009). 


A first population-based study concerning this issue was based on the Berlin Male Study (BMS), in 
which the prevalence of erectile dysfunction, its age-dependency, and its relation to general health 
variables as well as quality-of-life measures were determined in 6000 men, aged 40-79 (Schaefer et al., 
2003; Englert et al., 2007). A total of 1915 men took part in the first phase of this study. These men 
were then invited to further participate in a comprehensive sexological study by responding to an 


extensive questionnaire on sexual experiences and behavior. The outcome was a sample of 373 men, of 
whom 63 were single and 310 were in a relationship. Fifty-seven percent of the questioned men 
recognized at least one paraphilia-associated arousal pattern as part of their fantasies, 46.9% of this 
group used them for arousal enhancement during masturbation, and 43.7% acted out these patterns in a 
relationship. The finding of relevance here is that 3.8% acted out a pedophilic preference on the 
behavioral level — which means of these men — 14 men acted out their impulses toward children. Taking 
these 14 cases into account, the prevalence of a pedophilic sexual preference in Germany can be 
extrapolated to approximately 3.8% in the worst case (calculated based on the selected sample of 373 
men) (Ahlers et al., 2011). However, pedophilia was not strictly assessed in this sample; thus, this 
prevalence should be interpreted with caution. 


Much higher is the prevalence in an older anonymous self-report survey study of 193 healthy male 
college students: 21% admitted some degree of sexual interest in children, 9% admitted to having 
sexual fantasies involving children, 5% admitted to masturbating to orgasm through these fantasies, and 
9% admitted that they would have sex with a child, if it were guaranteed they would never be caught 
(Briere and Runtz, 1989). Yet, it is important to note that this study did not specifically investigate the 
preference of pedophilia, rather sampled fantasy. 


Considering the lack of reliable estimates of the prevalence of pedophilia in general, prevalence 
estimates for the subtypes of pedophilia also remain scarce. The current estimated prevalence of 
homosexual pedophilia is anywhere between 9 and 40% (Hall and Hall, 2007); the ratio of heterosexual 
to homosexual pedophiles was approximately 1.4:1 among men with CSA offenses in another study 
using phallometry (Freund and Watson, 1992). Prevalence estimates of bisexual pedophilia are not yet 
available due to measurement complexity (Hall and Hall, 2007). 


Although pedophilia is generally regarded as a phenomenon in males (Seto, 2008), victim surveys show 
that a female perpetrator was indicated by between 14 and 24% of sexually abused males and by 
between 6 and 14% of sexually abused females (Green, 1999). In a Dutch report (Wijlman et al., 2010) 
investigating female sex offenders in the Netherlands between 1994 and 2005, common characteristics 
included intellectual impairment, a high current and/or lifetime prevalence of psychiatric or personality 
disorders, and a high lifetime prevalence of neglect and sexual abuse. Frequently, the abuse against a 
child is carried out in collaboration with a male partner or victims are seen as surrogates to replace less 
than desirable relationships. Currently, there is no reliable estimate of pedophilia in women and the 


question remains whether pedophilia, as currently defined, even exists in women. 


Methods for diagnosing pedophilia 


The most important method for ascertaining the phenotype of sexual preference is the clinical 
exploration. In this process, the content of sexual fantasies during masturbation is particularly 
significant as it reveals gender preferences, body scheme age of the “partner,” and favored practices. 
Here, it is possible to assess the sexual preference structure in detail including the differentiation 
between exclusive and non-exclusive types of pedophilia and hebephilia (Beier et al., 2013). If the legal 
system is involved, the patient might not (or only partially) cooperate due to the possibility of new 
accusations. 


For assessment of body scheme age preference, the five Tanner stages have proven useful. They 
describe the process of physiological maturing by focusing on the development of the secondary sex 
characteristics from 1 (prepubescent) to 5 (adult). Therefore, Tanner stage 1 concerns the prepubescent 
developmental phase, displaying a complete lack of secondary sex characteristics showing no facial or 
pubic hair, no penile or scrotal enlargement in males, no breast development or pubic hair growth in 
females. Tanner stage 2 corresponds to the onset of breast budding in females and testicular 
enlargement in males. Tanner stage 3 depicts the breast and areola development in females, continued 
testicular growth and initial penile lengthening in males. Tanner stage 4 corresponds to increased breast 
and areola growth, initial separation from surrounding breast tissue in females, and in males testicular 
volume increases, scrotum darkens, penile elongation continues. Tanner stage 5 represents full maturity, 
complete breast development, and separation from surrounding breast tissue in females, full penile 
growth and scrotum darkness, and testicular volume in males, and full pubic hair coverage in both 
(Marshall and Tanner, 1969, 1970). Please refer to Figure 


Figurel 


1 for a visual explanation of Tanner stages and their relationship to sexual preference. The Tanner 
stages can be very useful during the exploration of sexual preference and are an essential component of 
the diagnostic procedure in various treatment and research programs (Seto, 2008). Pedophilia is here 
defined as the erotic attraction to a prepubescent body scheme corresponding to Tanner stages | and 2 
(Blanchard, 2010). 


(REMOVED DUE TO NSFW IMAGE, PLEASE GO TO ORIGINAL LINK TO SEE IMAGE) 
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Figure 1 


Tanner scales of males and females as used in sexual preference assessment. Image credit: Michał 
Komorniczak, 2009, CC-BY-SA. Tanner Scale Male: http://goo.gl/7exTLM. Tanner Scale Female: 
http://goo.gl/haB9Cb, both accessed June 09, 2015. 


Child pornography use is also strongly related to pedophilia. As a study deriving from the German 
Dunkelfeld Prevention Project concluded, among 345 pedophiles admitting one or more sexual offenses 
against children, 37% have solely used child pornography, 21% committed exclusively hands-on sexual 
contacts with a minor, and 42% have committed both (Neutze et al., 2012). 


The most well-known objective method of measuring pedophilic interest is penile plethysmography 
(PPG) or phallometry. This method measures genital sexual arousal through sexual stimuli and is based 
on the relative change in penile response. Sexual preference can be determined as the relative change in 
penile response to various classes of sexual stimuli (according to Tanner scales), such as prepubescent, 
pubescent, or adult, female, or male targets. At least one of these classes should correspond to the 
individual’s stated or inferred sexual preference. There are two different methods of phallometry, 
circumferential and volumetric. The circumferential method measures intra-individual changes in penile 
girth through a wire band fitted around the base of the penis in response to differing classes of sexual 
stimuli (Bancroft et al., 1966). The volumetric method uses a glass tube fitted around the penis to 
measure calibrated air output as a result of erection (Freund, 1963). The latter method is sensitive to 
small changes, making it useful when assessing partial- or non-admitters, or pedophilic men that 
attempt to hide their sexual preferences (Freund and Blanchard, 1989; Blanchard et al., 2001). Both 
measures are valid and reliable, producing sensitivities between 55 and 61% and specificities between 
95 and 96% (Kuban et al., 1999; Blanchard et al., 2001; Hughes, 2007). 


Self-reported interest in children, child pornography use, and the number of children as sexual victims 
all uniquely contribute to phallometrically assessed sexual interest in children (Mokros et al., 2012b). 
Additionally, child pornography users showed a greater phallometric response to sexual child stimuli 
than non-pedophilic child sexual offenders (CSO), and there was no significant difference within the 
child pornography group between those who had committed sexual offenses against children and those 
who had not (Seto et al., 2006). 


While phallometry has long been the ‘gold standard’ in assessing sexual preferences, other methods 
have been developed using indirect and implicit tests to cope with faking responses. One of the more 


strongly validated tests is the viewing time paradigm measuring the length of time a participant spends 
looking at specific images as an indicator for sexual preference. Research assumes that all participants, 
including CSO, will look significantly longer at sexually arousing stimuli (Mokros et al., 2012a). An 
initial study by Abel showed a high specificity and sensitivity to classifying sexual offenders against 
adolescent boys (98% control vs. 90% offender), only moderate sensitivity for those against boys under 
14 (98 vs. 76%), and lower performance against adolescent/young girls (77 vs. 91%) (Abel et al., 
1994). A follow-up study found that between the viewing time paradigm and the PPG, discriminatory 
capacity was negligible, showing no significant differences in their abilities to discriminate among sex 
offenders with deviant sexual interest in adolescent females, adolescent males, female children, or male 
children (Abel et al., 1998). Abel et al. (1998) suggested, however, that the PPG may be slightly better 
at classifying offenders against young boys, although this claim needs urgent replication. 


The pictorial Stroop was developed as a modified, sexual version of the original Stroop task, measuring 
implicit sexual associations that exert their effects automatically, which are difficult if not impossible to 
control consciously. Research supports its use among a sample of CSO (n = 24) compared to controls 
(n= 24), with those admitting deviant sexual interest in children having the greatest mean bias for child 
stimuli as compared to adult stimuli (partial n2 = 0.07) (Ciardha and Gormley, 2012). However, other 
factors could have contributed to the results, justifying a need for further refinement. Results in a 


separate study of 35 men, 11 of who were homosexual and 24 were heterosexual, reporting no history 
of child sexual offenses indicated a discriminatory ability between heterosexual men and homosexual 
men using female stimuli, but could not discriminate among preferred ages. The authors suggested that 
other mechanisms are responsible for rating child stimuli, thus decreasing the validity for this test 
among pedophilic participants (Bourke and Gormley, 2012). 


Eye tracking and pupil dilation may also indicate sexual preference and results show that men react 
more strongly in these studies than women. Heterosexual men did initially orient to their stated 
preference and eye fixations were significantly longer than when looking at non-preferred stimuli 
(Fromberger et al., 2012b). In a study investigating pedophilia, eye tracking produced high sensitivity 
and specificity, 86.4 and 90.0%, respectively (Fromberger et al., 2012a). Heterosexual women reacted 
similarly to stimuli of both sexes, whereas heterosexual men, homosexual men, and homosexual 
women reacted most strongly to their stated partner gender in pupil dilation research (Rieger and 
Savin-Williams, 2012). However, criticisms have been put forward suggesting that the success seen in 
heterosexual and homosexual participants to respective stimuli in pupil dilation studies is attributable to 


factors other than sexual preference, such as luminance, salience of the stimuli, and emotional reaction 
(Beatty and Lucero-Wagoner, 2000; Rieger and Savin-Williams, 2012). These methods have not yet 
been used in the sexual age preference measurement of pedophiles, but do hold promise as collateral 
information for diagnosis. 


The aforementioned methods are not without their flaws, such as test-retest reliabilities or the ability to 
fake results. These methodological differences have led to interest of using specific functional Magnetic 
Resonance Imaging (fMRI) techniques in order to classify pedophilic interest (Ponseti et al., 2012). 
Results have shown that a preference-specific BOLD pattern is evident, which can be potentially used 


as a diagnostic tool. Keeping these findings in mind, this methodology could be used in the future as a 
classification paradigm. 


Co-morbidities with pedophilia 


Pedophilia does not always occur in isolation; men with pedophilia often have extensive histories of 
psychiatric disorders that, in extreme cases, can overshadow discovery of etiological course. Whether 
this is a secondary phenomenon that relates to emotional and social consequences of this preference, or 
whether these are true co-morbidities remains elusive. 


Kramer (2011) addresses a point that currently many pedophilia researchers are facing: should we 
continue to classify pedophilia as a separate psychiatric disorder or as a sexual orientation, when 
patients harbor complaints not only of the preference but of the pressure under which they suffer? This 
pressure often precedes the onset of psychiatric illness (most often mood or anxiety disorders), which 
then precedes the decision to seek psychiatric help (Kramer, 2011). Due to a temporal-causal 
relationship being nearly impossible to determine in these cases, the DSM-S has differentiated among 
those who experience the sexual preference but do not suffer and those who do, leading us back to 
Pedophilia vs. Pedophilic Disorder, regardless of whether or not child sexual offenses have occurred 
(Kramer, 2011). 


A relationship has been identified between pedophilia and co-morbid psychiatric disorders. Among 
pedophiles in residential or outpatient treatment, two-thirds had a lifetime history of mood or anxiety 
disorders, 60% had lifetime substance abuse history, with 51% naming alcohol as their drug of choice, 
and 60% qualified for a personality disorder diagnosis of which obsessive-compulsive (25%), antisocial 
(22.5%), narcissistic (20%), and avoidant (20%) were most common, as reported in reviews (Fagan et 
al., 2002; Green, 2002). Kalichman (1991) investigated 144 sexual offenders divided into child, 
adolescent, and adult offenders (although not controlled for pedophilic preference) for state and trait 
measures of anger, anxiety, self-esteem, and various measures on the Minnesota Multiphasic 
Personality Inventory (MMPI). Findings demonstrated that child offenders, as compared to offenders 
against adolescents and offenders against adults, scored significantly higher on 2 out of 3 scales for the 
“neurotic” triad (hypochondriasis and hysteria), and 3 out of 4 scales for the “psychotic tetrad” 
(paranoia, psychasthenia, schizophrenia), and were significantly more introverted (Kalichman, 1991). 
These findings suggest that child sexual offending is characterized by emotional disturbance and higher 


rates of psychopathology. Moreover, these findings do not necessarily mean that there is a direct 
connection to pedophilia. 


In an empirical study comparing 20 forensic inpatients with pedophilia attracted to males or attracted to 
females (but lacking information of whether they were exclusive or non-exclusive types, respectively) 
and 24 matched male controls on various psychiatric measures, findings included increased personality 
subscale scores from the MMPI-2 for psychopathy and paranoia, with enhanced scores for 
hypochondriasis, depression, hysteria, and masculinity/femininity, psychasthenia, schizophrenia, and 
social introversion (Kruger and Schiffer, 2011). Furthermore, that study shows that 61.1% of the sample 


qualified for a personality disorder diagnosis, with Borderline Personality Disorder (22%; from Cluster 
B) and Avoidant Personality Disorder (33%; from Cluster C) as the two most common (Kruger and 
Schiffer, 2011). Self-report results in low socioeconomic status individuals, often including 


non-pedophilic sexual offenders against children and rapists, indicate more social anxiety, less social 
poise, and a decreased ability to appropriately socially assert oneself, relating to the cognitive 
distortions seen among these groups of negative attitudes toward women, reinforcing beliefs about sex 
with children, denial of harm to victims, and misattribution of responsibility of offending (Geer et al., 
2000). 


These results indicate that delinquent pedophiles seem to differ from healthy controls (HC) for Axis I 
and II psychiatric comorbidity development. However, it remains to be further explored whether these 
alterations are linked specifically to the sexual preference of pedophilia or to the commitment of sexual 
offenses against children, as meant by the behavioral criterion of Pedophilic Disorder (impaired control 
over sexual impulses) or a combination of both. 


Neuropsychological findings associated with pedophilia 


Aside from psychiatric comorbidities, neuropsychological alterations are another important issue, 
which have been addressed by several studies, and may further contribute to the understanding of the 
development and course of pedophilia. The majority of studies in the following paragraphs were 
conducted as uncontrolled studies, mostly using incarcerated CSO, which were not carefully screened 
for incarceration stress or for pedophilic sexual preference. Therefore, the results are not generalizable 
and need careful consideration. 


Initial studies exploring the neuropsychological correlates of pedophilia often used uncontrolled designs 
with incarcerated pedophilic men. An initial study by Tarter et al. (1983) among recently incarcerated 
adolescent offenders and controls, no neuropsychological differences were found among the groups on 
the Wechsler Adult Intelligence Scale (WAIS) or Pittsburgh Initial Neuropsychological Test System. 
Furthermore, among incarcerated adult male sex and non-sex non-violent offenders, no differences 
were seen in any neuropsychological test variables, after age and education status were accounted for 
(Abracen et al., 1991). Keeping in mind that the subject groups were incarcerated at the time of study 
and that pedophilia was not explicitly examined, the results are limited in their generalizability and 
specificity to pedophilia. 


In another study, heterosexual and homosexual pedophiles were tested, but each group, plus one control 
group, had sexual offense histories and were incarcerated at the time of the study. Fully admitting, 
heterosexual pedophiles had gender differentiation indices (or the erotic sensitivity for the 
gender-differentiating body shapes that distinguish physically mature males and females), which were 
greater than for non-admitting heterosexual pedophiles, but no differences were found for either 
homosexual or bisexual pedophiles. This highlights that fully admitting heterosexual pedophiles prefer 
the body shapes of female children, whereas the partial- or non-admitting pedophiles do not seem to 
discriminate between victim body types (Freund et al., 1991; Freund and Kuban, 1993). Gillespie and 


McKenzie (2000) investigated neuropsychological differences among forensically incarcerated sex 
offenders and non-sex offenders and found no significant differences on any of their measures, 
including the WAIS, Trail Making Task, List Learning test, Controlled Oral Word Association test, and 
National Adult Reading Task (NART). Among personality disordered offenders, violent sex offenders, 
violent non-sex offenders, and non-violent, non-sex offenders, no differences were noted on any 
neuropsychological test variables, including the WAIS, Trail Making Task, Face Recognition, Wechsler 
Memory Scale-Revised, and Wechsler Recognition Memory Task (Dolan et al., 2002). As with previous 
studies, neither incarceration status nor sexual preference was controlled for, which limits the 
generalizability results to pedophilic men. 


Within a heterogeneous group of 20 sexual offenders (not differentiated by gender or age preference), 
executive functions were significantly impaired; however, the generalization of these findings to 
pedophilia is limited considering the nature of the group (Joyal et al., 2007). Findings included 
prolonged Stroop effects (reaction time differences between incongruent and congruent trials: 77.2 vs. 
59.4 s) that were indicative of stronger interferences and impaired verbal skills, with deficits seen in 
verbal fluency and in verbal processing and memory. While response inhibition and sustained attention 
showed impairments, set shifting, cognitive flexibility, and visuo-spatial integration abilities were 
normal. 


In a more controlled study that differentiated among pedophilic CSO with a primary sexual interest in 
prepubescent children (n = 20) and non-pedophilic CSO with a primary sexual interest in adults (n = 20) 
and controls (n = 20), Suchy et al. (2009) investigated patterns of executive function. Non-pedophilic 
offenders showed general impairments, whereas among pedophilic offenders, deficits were more 
specific. Both groups showed deficits in executive functions, specifically showing slower information 
processing speeds for pedophilic offenders and semantic knowledge impairments in non-pedophiles 
(Suchy et al., 2009, 2014). Eastvold et al. (2011) corroborated these results, further specifying that 
although pedophilic (incarcerated) offenders (n = 30) do not show generalized executive functioning 
impairments, they instead show a distinct pattern of differences, not all of which are worse than that for 
control participants, characterized by impaired performance on behavioral inhibition measures (partial 
n2 = 0.129), but better performance in abstract reasoning measures and planning measures (partial 

n2 = 0.132) as compared to non-sexual offender (n = 29) and non-pedophilic sexual offender controls 

(n = 30). A further study also found specific deficits in inhibition in 15 pedophilic offenders as 
compared to non-sexual offenders and non-offender controls, whereas more global executive 
functioning impairments were seen in non-pedophilic child molesters (Schiffer and Vonlaufen, 2011). 
Yet, new findings are showing that pedophilic men are characterized by a distinct neurocognitive 
weakness, performing worse than controls on measures of behavioral inhibition and information 
processing (Suchy et al., 2014), but do not have a more planning-oriented response style as found by 
Eastvold and colleague (Habermeyer et al., 2013b). Please refer to Figure 


Figure2 


2 for an overview of neuropsychological impairments seen in non-pedophilic and pedophilic child sex 
offenders. 
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Overview of neuropsychological findings in pedophilia and child sexual offending. 


Despite these results, further research has indicated contradictory results regarding executive 
functioning impairments. For example, heterosexual formerly incarcerated pedophiles scored lower 
than controls in the Wechsler Adult Intelligence Scale-Revised (WAIS-R) vocabulary subtest measuring 
verbal fluency, but performances on tests measuring impulsivity or attention capabilities were all 
normal: Wisconsin Card Sorting Task (WCST), Trail Making Task A and B, Gambling Test, Stroop 
Color-Word Test, and Controlled Oral Word Association test (Cohen et al., 2002). In a study using a 


shortened version of the WAIS-R known as the WIP, the WCST, the d2 Attention Deficit Test, and the 
Corsi Block-Tapping Test showed that — unlike the Cohen study (Cohen et al., 2002) — convicted 
pedophiles serving prison sentences in a forensic treatment facility had impaired performance on all 
subtests of the WIP except for completing images (Kruger and Schiffer, 2011). The participants 
consisted of both exclusive heterosexual and homosexual pedophiles. Significantly weaker performance 
on the d2 Attention-Deficit Test was also seen, but this difference disappeared once participant age was 
controlled. The Corsi Block-Tapping test and the WCST, however, showed normal performances 
among the pedophilic offender group. Cantor et al. (2005), in their meta-analysis of IQ data in sex 
offenders, found not only that lower IQ between 90 and 95 was associated with sexual offending against 
children and with pedophilia specifically, but also that the younger the victim, the lower the IQ of the 
offender. 


These results suggest that disturbed and prosecuted pedophiles do show deficits in executive 
functioning, which might be due rather to mental disturbances and not to the sexual preference. This is 
in contrast to findings from the APSD/psychopathy literature that suggests, at least among community 
samples measured for psychopathic traits, that these personality traits are linked to deficits in response 
inhibition and impulsivity, specifically with social deviancy associated with overall deficits in executive 
functioning and response inhibition, whereas callous-unemotional traits observed in psychopathy are 
associated with improved executive functioning abilities (Sellbom and Verona, 2007). In ASPD, broad 
executive function domain deficits have been noted in response inhibition, planning, and rule 
acquisition, and reversal learning, suggesting that previous studies examining pedophilia may have 
been measuring ASPD or simply an incarceration stress effect in their incarcerated samples rather than 
pedophilia. This is in contrast to recent studies that have found processing speed impairments in 
pedophiles, but few other deficits suggestive more of offense status effects than sexual preference 
effects (Eastvold et al., 2011; Kruger and Schiffer, 2011; Schiffer and Vonlaufen, 2011; Suchy et al., 
2014). 


Future studies need to carefully control for psychiatric comorbidities, incarceration status, and offender 
status, as no research to date has examined neuropsychological deficits in potential offenders or 
non-offending pedophiles. Only with these studies will the true nature of neuropsychological 
impairment be illustrated. 


Go to: 


Neurobiology and Neurodevelopment of Pedophilia 


Introduction and conceptual framework 


Research regarding the etiology of pedophilia suggests the view of a complex and multifactorial 
phenomenon in which the influences of genetics (Blanchard et al., 2007), stressful life events, specific 
learning processes (Jespersen et al., 2009a), as well as perturbations in the structural integrity of 


‘pedophilic’ brains may generate this specific phenotype of a sexual preference (Schiffer et al., 2007; 
Schiltz et al., 2007; Cantor et al., 2008). Initial theories relied mainly upon psychological mechanisms 
to account for a pedophilic preference, including classical and operant conditioning, as the behavioral 
mechanism through which the ‘abused-abuser’ theory by Freund et al. (1990) and Freund and Kuban 
(1994) could be explained as well as attachment style in childhood as a marker for dysfunctional 
cognitive sexual schemas in adulthood (Beech and Mitchell, 2005). 


The first theories to account for sexual behavior disorder associated with pedophilia suggested 
masturbatory conditioning [e.g., Laws and Marshall (1990)] or childhood sexual abuse (Freund et al., 
1990; Fedoroff and Pinkus, 1996) as causal explanations. However, as Seto purports, due to lack of 
stringent methodology that includes proper control groups, small experimental or treatment effect sizes, 
and lacking knowledge of effect duration, these theories are not well supported. Beyond this, the 
majority of victims are female, whereas the majority of offenders are male, and if conditioning were the 
only logical theory to explain the etiology of pedophilia, it stands to reason that there would be more 
female pedophiles than are clinically seen (Seto, 2008; Jespersen et al., 2009b). However, a study by 
Klucken et al. (2009) showed that men are more easily conditioned through exposure to sexual stimuli 
than are women, casting significant doubt on the conditioning theory as it applies to female pedophiles. 
Currently, there is a strong push to understand the brain’s role in sexual preference development, 


particularly as it relates to pedophilia. 


As discussed in a previous review by Seto (2008), there are three major neurobiological theories, which 
have come to be connected to pedophilia but all have the same shortcoming that they rely on data based 
on cases of pedophiles who have other psychological disorder diagnoses, are incarcerated or otherwise 
legally sanctioned, or are not sufficiently diagnostically classified (1.e., not differentiating between the 
exclusive or the non-exclusive type, etc.). 


The first is the “frontal lobe” theory that refers to orbitofrontal and left and right dorsolateral prefrontal 
cortex differences that are often seen in pedophilic men (Graber et al., 1982; Flor-Henry et al., 1991; 
Burns and Swerdlow, 2003; Schiffer et al., 2007, 2008a,b). As the orbitofrontal cortex is responsible for 
behavior control (Bechara et al., 2000; O’ Doherty et al., 2003), especially inhibiting sexual behavior, 
volume differences or dysfunction in this area may explain the sexual behavior disorder associated with 


pedophilia, although not pedophilic sexual preference. 


The second major theory is the “temporal lobe” theory, referring to reports of hypersexuality 
accompanying pedophilia. Studies have shown that disturbances of the temporal lobes can result in an 
increase in pedophilic behaviors or an increase in the breadth of deviant sexual interests (Hucker et al., 
1986; Langevin et al., 1988). These disturbances include temporal lesions and hippocampal sclerosis 
(Mendez et al., 2000). Ponseti noticed further differential temporal lobe activations in pedophilic men 
that highlight a hypersexuality-specific activation profile, further supporting the role of the temporal 
lobe in the expression of hypersexuality that is often seen with sexual behavior disorders (Schiltz et al., 
2007; Ponseti et al., 2012). However, this theory also does not fully explain the etiology of the 
preference. 


The third major neurobiological theory holds that differences in the sex dimorphic brain structures 
affected by the masculinization of the male brain would more strongly affect pedophilia development. 
Furthermore, the volumes of these structures would be influenced, but the hypothesis failed to state in 
what direction these changes occur, i.e., either increased or decreased volumes as a result of 
testosterone exposure. In the frontal and temporal lobes, these differences would be limited to those 
sexually dimorphic structures, rather than a generalized difference in region volume, but research has 
not supported the hypothesis (Cantor et al., 2008). 


Furthermore, there is an additional theory that combines the frontal and temporal lobe theories. It states 
that the frontal and temporal lobes affect pedophilic sexual preference expression and its associated 
behaviors differently, with the frontal lobe (orbitofrontal and dorsolateral prefrontal cortices) 
accounting for committing the sexual offenses against children and the temporal lobe (amygdala and 
hippocampus) accounting for the sexual preoccupation with children often seen in pedophilic men 
(Seto, 2008, 2009; Poepp! et al., 2013). 


Currently, pedophilia is often viewed as an interaction among neurodevelopmental factors based on 
genes and the (in utero-) environment as previously discussed (Becerra Garcia, 2009). This theory holds 
that pedophilic sexual preference is a neurodevelopmental disorder corroborated by increased rates of 
non-right-handedness, shorter stature, lower intelligence, head injury, prenatal androgen levels, and the 
associated neuronal structural and functional differences that are present since childhood and/or 
adolescence. The exact directions of these relationships to pedophilic sexual preference, committing 
child sexual offenses, or consuming child pornography are still to be disentangled. There is currently no 
causal evidence yet to support a role in pedophilic sexual preference development. 


Neurodevelopmental correlates of pedophilia 


The prevailing perspective among biologists was that sex differences are linked solely to the exposure 
to testosterone in utero [see Phoenix et al. (1959) and Ehrhardt and Meyer-Bahlburg (1979)]. The 
masculinization of an initially undifferentiated human female brain is caused by testosterone’s induction 
of organizational effects during a limited period of time, as extrapolated from animal research. Sexual 
differentiation and development of subsequent sexual preference are likely an interplay between the 
impact of sex chromosomes on gene expression and sex hormones (Bao and Swaab, 2010). In 
pedophilia, research investigating biological differences is underway and studies have already 


highlighted structural and functional differences. The following is a discussion of findings that are 
classified as neuropsychological; however, the onset of these differences is in utero, childhood, and 
adolescence, thus suggesting that these findings are actually a part of human development and 
contribute to pedophilic preference onset rather than acting as consequences thereof. 


As a group consisting of primarily incarcerated individuals, pedophilic men show a doubled rate of 
head injuries before age 13, though after 14 years of age the difference is no longer significant, 
highlighting possible causative effects in multiple areas of cognitive functioning. While prenatal 
perturbations influence cognitive functioning and disorder development, so can head injuries resulting 


in unconsciousness in childhood, especially before age 13 years (Blanchard et al., 2002, 2003). This is a 
result of cortical development plasticity during childhood, when synaptic myelination and pruning are 
at their peak (Zhong et al., 2013). Of 725 originally tested, 685 pedophilic men participated in a study 
investigating the role of head injuries with associated loss of consciousness in pedophilia development. 
Pedophilic participants reported a significantly higher number of head injuries that resulted in a loss of 
consciousness prior to age 13 than did non-pedophilic child sexual offender participants. These results 
also positively correlated with a diagnosis of attention deficit-hyperactivity disorder and 
left-handedness among pedophilic participants. 


More importantly, the more child victims each pedophile had correlated positively with each additional 
head injury before age 13, but not those sustained later in adolescence or adulthood (Blanchard et al., 
2003). However, no studies have yet been conducted investigating head injuries in non-incarcerated 
pedophilic men with histories of CSA, or those with no such histories. Also lacking are studies on the 
prevalence of head injuries in children in general, as well as for the number of children with head 
injuries who subsequently go on to commit sexual offenses against children in adulthood. 


The organizational—activational hypothesis was initially developed by Phoenix and his colleagues in the 
1950s in consequence to observations that a temporary rise in prenatal and early post-natal testosterone 
shapes development by masculinizing and defeminizing neural networks in males, whereas the absence 
thereof results in the development of female-typical neural phenotype (Phoenix et al., 1959; Schulz et 
al., 2009). According to the organizational—activational hypothesis, pre- and perinatal as well as 
pubertal/adolescent androgens are able to shape cortical circuits (organization), whereas in adults 
androgens can only modulate the activity of these circuits (activation). The process of sexual 
differentiation occurs between weeks 12 and 18 of prenatal life and during the first 2 months after birth, 
periods during which testosterone has organizational effects on the brain. During this time, not only 


behavior is programed, depending on the level of exposure to testosterone, but also handedness, total 
digit length, and second to fourth finger length ratios (George, 1930; Rahman, 2005). These 
neuroendocrinological developmental differences are then activated during puberty and their 
relationship to pedophilia development will be discussed further in the coming paragraphs. 


In understanding the relationship between testosterone, the brain, sexual behavior, and the rise of sexual 
deviancy, one must first understand how testosterone influences the brain. In vertebrates, androgen 
receptors (ARs) can be found in several brain regions, including the lateral septum, posteromedial bed 
nucleus of the stria terminalis (BNSTpm), medial preoptic nucleus of the hypothalamus, ventral 
premammillary nucleus, ventromedial nucleus of the hypothalamus, and the medial amygdaloid 
nucleus, otherwise found in the temporo-occipital, superior-parietal, and orbitofrontal cortices (Wood 
and Newman, 1999; Jordan et al., 201 1a). 


Research has shown a relationship between prenatal androgen exposure and hand preference in 
pedophilic men with a history of sexual offending against children. These men show a trend for 
increased rates of sinistrality — more efficient use of the left side/hand and is preferred — whereas 
hebephilic men show increased rates of ambiguous-handedness (Fazio et al., 2014) as compared to 


teleiophiles, and this has been discussed as an indicator of developmental perturbations resulting from a 
lack of prenatal testosterone exposure (Cantor et al., 2004). Homosexuality has also been associated 
with a higher prevalence of left-handedness (Cantor, 2012), and it would be of interest to see whether 
the higher prevalence of left-handedness seen among pedophilic men is attributable to pedophilia 
specifically or to a higher rate of homosexuality within this population as compared to teleiophilic men. 
More specifically, approximately 11% of the general non-offender population is non-right-handed, 
whereas pedophilic men with histories of sexually offending against children are approximately 15% 
non-righthanded, this difference being significant (Bogaert, 2001; Cantor et al., 2004, 2005; Blanchard 
et al., 2007; Rahman and Symeonides, 2008). Future studies should control for sexual orientation 
(homosexuality vs. heterosexuality) when examining handedness in pedophilia. 


These effects also influence the second to fourth finger length ratio (D2:D4) (Voracek et al., 2007), a 
marker altered also in other psychiatric disorders including alcohol dependence (Lenz et al., 2012). The 
D2:D4 ratio is smaller in men than in women and is used as an indirect marker of prenatal testosterone 
exposure (Beaton et al., 2011). Additional differences in sexual orientation exist, such that the D2:D4 
ratio is smaller in homosexual women compared to heterosexual women, as well as homosexual men 
compared to heterosexual men (Williams et al., 2000; Rahman and Wilson, 2003; Rahman, 2005; 
Manning et al., 2007). Although prenatal testosterone exposure affects both hand preference and D2:D4 


ratio, the data here are equivocal and no firm conclusions have been drawn regarding the absolute 
relationship between hand preference and D2:D4. However, exposure to prenatal testosterone does not 
affect the D2:D4 ratio between 9 weeks gestation and birth, in contrast to hand preference, where 
differences are noted here and possibly after puberty (Lenz et al., 2012). How this applies to pedophilia 
is currently under investigation. 


The following markers of neurodevelopmental abnormality have also been implicated in the 
neurodevelopmental processes contributing to pedophilia: sibling sex composition, maternal and 
paternal age at birth, and the fluctuating asymmetry of finger lengths and wrist widths. Pedophiles have 
a greater number of older brothers (Lalumiere et al., 1998; Coté et al., 2002). Greater paternal age at 
birth was related to an increased chance of homosexuality, whereas greater maternal age increased risk 
for pedophilia, specifically (rather than generalized paraphilia) (Rahman and Symeonides, 2008). 


Considering the effects of neurodevelopmental perturbations and executive functioning on pedophilia 
development, it seems worthwhile to consider the effect of intelligence. Research results have been 
contradictory: for example, generalized sexual delinquency is related to lower intelligence, whereas 
among groups of non-sexual offenders, pedophiles, and non-pedophiles, neither education level nor 
intelligence differed significantly. However, when pedophilic participants were separated by use of 
child pornography, those who had no history of child pornography use showed a decreased IQ and 
lower mean education level as compared to those who did (Briken et al., 2006; Blanchard et al., 2007; 
Schiffer and Vonlaufen, 2011). The main caveat to this research is that child pornography is considered 
a reliable indicator of pedophilic sexual interest, therefore confounding any results found with 


education or intelligence level because those pedophiles with child sexual offense histories are also 
more likely to have used child pornography (Seto, 2010). Research is currently focusing on the role of 


intelligence among pedophilic men who have only consumed child pornography and those who have 
committed CSA offenses, particularly differentiating those who have been incarcerated from those who 


have not (Babchishin et al., 2011; Seto et al., 2011, 2012). 


As these results indicate, pedophiles do seem to differ from HC on neurodevelopmental measures. 
However, these results are varied and few strong conclusions can be drawn, including increased rates of 
left-handedness and increased rates in head injuries before age 13. The next section will discuss the 

relationship of neurological and neurobiological differences to the development of pedophilia, as both 
are the focus of current research determining the neural correlates of pedophilia. Please refer to Table 


Table2 


2 for a summarization of neuroimaging findings in pedophilia. 


Table 2 


Findings from previous neuroimaging studies in pedophilia. 


Author Meth Structural/functi PPT Paradigm/soft Correction 
(year) od onal groups ware 
(n) 


Schiffer MRI Frontostriataland Heterosex WBM-whole FDR (whole 


et al. cerebellum ual (9) brain/SPM 2 brain)/FWE 
(2007) structure and corrected within 
homosexu ROIs 
al 
pedophile 
s (9) 


Threshold/ Findings 


Sig 


p <0.05 


GM volume 
reductions in 
pedophiles: PHc 
L/R, IFG L/R, 
OFC L/R, Ins 
L/R, Cer L/R; 
Cin L/R, 
Posterior Cin L, 


STG L/R, MiTG 


Schiltz et 
al. (2007) 


MRI 


Amygdala 


structure 


Heterosex 
ual (12) 
and 
homosexu 
al (12) 


controls 


Pedophili VBM/manual FWE/corrected p<0.05 


c (15) morphometry/S for multiple 


Communi PM2 comparisons 
ty ROIs/MRIcro within ROIs 
controls 

(15) 


R, Pcu L/R, Put 
L/R (Amy L/R in 
unpublished 


re-analysis) 


GM reductions in 
pedophiles: Amy 
R, Hyp L/R, SI 
L/R, Septal 
Region R, Bed 


Nucleus 


Striae Terminalis 


L/R 


Enlargement of 


Temporal Horn R 


Poeppl et MRI Prefrontal cortex Heterosex VBM 8 FWE corrected p<0.05 GM volume 


al. (2013) and amygdala ual (2) toolbox/SPM 8 within ROIs decreases in 
structure and pedophiles: only 

homosexu in Amy R; 

al (7) pedosexual 

pedophile interest and 

s sexual recidivism 
associated with 
GM volume 

Heterosex decreases in 

val (11) insular cortex 

controls and DLPFC L, 


preference for 
younger children 
associated with 
GM decreases in 
the OFC and Ang 
L/R 


Cantor et 


al. (2008) 


Cantor 
and 
Blanchar 
d (2012) 


MRI 


MRI 


White matter 


structure 


White matter 


structure 


Pedophile VBM whole FDR 


brain/SPM 2 


p<0.05 
s (44) 
Teleiophil 
ic sexual 


offenders Parcelation with 


(21) ANIMAL 


Non-sexu 
al 
Offender 
(53) 


Pedophile VBM Whole 
s (19) brain/SPM 2 


Not specified p<0.05 


Hebephile 
s (49) 


Teleiophil 
es (47) 


Reduced WM 
volumes in 
pedophiles in 
Superior 
Fronto-Occipital 
Fasciculus L, 
Arcuate 


Fasciculus R 


No differences in 


GM 


Reduced WM 
volumes in 
Temporal Lobe 
L/R and Parietal 
Lobe L/R in 
pedophiles/hebep 
hiles compared to 


teleiophiles 


Cohen et 


al. (2002) 


PET 


Frontal and 


temporal function 


Heterosex Auditory Bonferroni p<0.05 
ual stimulus/softwa 

pedophile re not specified 

s (7) 


Communi 
ty 
controls 


(7) 


No differences 
seen in glucose 
metabolism after 
an erotic auditory 
paradigm; lower 
metabolism in 
ITC and in 
Superior VFG 
during neutral 
auditory 
condition in 
pedophiles 
compared to 
controls; no 
survival after 


correction 


Dressing fMRI 


et al. 


(2001) 


Walter et fMRI 


al. (2007) 


Orbitofrontal 


function 


Hypothalamus 
and lateral 
prefrontal cortex 


function 


Homosex Visual stimuli Not specified Not 

ual block specified 
pedophile design/brain 

s (1) voyager 

Controls 

(2) 

Pedophile Visual Uncorrected p <0.005 
s (13) stimuli/SPM2 

Controls 

(14) 


Stronger 
recruitment in 
pedophiles in 
response to erotic 
pedohomosexual 
stimuli: ACC, 
Brain Stem R, 
PFC R, Basal 
Ganglia R, OFC 
R 


Decreased 
activations in 
pedophiles to 
sexual > emotion 
al arousal 
contrast: DLPFC 
R (Precentral), 
DLPFC R 
(MFG/SFG), 
DLPFC L (SFG), 


Occipital Cortex 


L 
Schiffer fMRI Frontal and Homosex Visual Whole brain p<0.001/p Stronger 
et al. temporal function ual stimuli/SPM2 analysis <0.05 Activations in 
(2008a) pedophile uncorrected/false pedophiles 
s (11) discovery rate compared to 
controls in 


contrast nude 


Homosex children/adults > 
ual dressed 

matched children/adults: 
controls Fus L/R, HC 


(10) L/R, Tha R 


Schiffer 
et al. 


(2008b) 


Sartorius 


et al. 


(2008) 


fMRI 


fMRI 


Amygdala 


function 


Amygdala 


function 


Heterosex Visual sexual 
ual stimuli/SPM2 
pedophile 

s (8) 


Heterosex 
ual 
matched 


controls 


(12) 


Homosex Visual 
ual stimuli/SPM2 
pedophile 


s (10) 


Heterosex 
ual 


controls 


(10) 


Whole brain 
analysis 


uncorrected/FDR 


Uncorrected 


p<0.001/p 
<0.05 


p<0.005 


Activations seen 
in pedophiles 
compared to 
controls in 
contrast nude 
children/adults > 
dressed 
children/adults: 
MFG R, ACC 
L/R 


Activation in 
pedophiles to 
children 
(Boys/girls) < ne 
utral geometric 
stimuli contrasts 


inAmy R 


Poeppl et 
al. (2011) 


fMRI 


Cortical and 
subcortical 


function 


Heterosex 
ual (2) 
and 
homosexu 
al (7) 
pedophile 


S 


Heterosex 
ual 

non-sexua 
1 offender 


controls 


(11) 


Visual sexual 


stimuli/SPM5 


Whole brain 
analysis 
uncorrected/FWE/ 
FDR 


p<0.001/p 


<0.05 


Activations in 
pedophiles 
compared to 
controls in 
contrast nude 
children > scram 
bled images of 
children: MFG 
R, Ins L/R, MTG 
R, IPL L, Pos R, 
MCC R, PCCR, 
HC R, Tha L, 
Cer R 


Ponseti et fMRI 
al. (2012) 


Pattern 
classification 


function 


Heterosex 
ual (11) 
and 
homosexu 
al (13) 
pedophile 


S 


Heterosex 
ual (18) 
and 
homosexu 
al (14) 


controls 


Visual stimuli; Uncorrected 
pattern 
classification/S 


PM8 


p<0.00l/p Deactivations in 


< 0.001 


homosexual 
pedophiles 
compared to 
controls in 
boys < men 
contrast: Cer 
L/R, Lin L/R, 
Anterior Tha L, 
HC R, Occ L, 
Fus L, ITG R, 
Ang R 


Deactivations in 
heterosexual 
pedophiles 
compared to 
controls in 

girls < women 
contrast: NC 
L/R, SPG L/R, 
ITG L/R, Fus 
L/R, Cin L, Occ 
L, Amy L, Ins L, 
IFG R, Tha L, 
Cer R 


Haberme 
yer et al. 


(2013a) 


fMRI 


Function 


Heterosex Erotic sexual Uncorrected/clust p<0.005/p Activations in 


ual stimuli/brain er-level threshold < 0.05 
pedophile voyager 2.3.0 correction 


s (8) 


Heterosex 
ual 


controls 


(8) 


pedophiles in 

sex x age x group 
voxel-wise 
ANOVA analysis 
in MiFG R 


Kargel et 
al. (2015) 


rsfM Function 


RI 


Pedophile 
s + CSA 
(12) 


Pedophile 
s— CSA 
(14) 


Healthy 
Controls 


(14) 


SPM8 and 
rsf{MRI toolkit 
REST 


Uncorrected at p<0.005/p DMN: 


voxel level; <0.05 (P-CSA>P+CS 

Family wise error A) Diminished 

corrected at connectivity to 

cluster level left MSF, left 
OFC. No 


differences in 
opposite contrast 
(P + CSA > P-CS 
A). 

(HC >P + CSA): 
VM PFC, OFC. 
No differences in 
P + CSA > HC 


contrast 


Limbic Network: 
(P-CSA > P + CS 
A) diminished 
connectivity 
between L Amy 
and VM PFC, 
ACC, OFC, 
anterior PFC. No 
differences in 

P + CSA > P-CS 
A. In 
HC>P+CSA 
contrast: 
increased 


connectivity 


Poeppl et 


rsfM Function 


al. (2015) RI 


Heterosex 
ual (2) 
and 
homosexu 
al (7) 
pedophile 


S 


Heterosex 
ual (11) 


controls 


Meta-analytic FEW at cluster p<0.05 
connectivity level 

modeling 

(MACM) and 

ALE 


between L Amy 
and L 
anterior/inferior 
PFC, L Lin. No 
differences in 

P + CSA > HC 


contrast 


Seed area: R 
Amy connected 
to HC, R ventral 
striatum, R Tha, 
L Amy, L Cla, L 
hyp, L Put, L 
HC, L Mid, L 
Tha for 
psychosexual 


arousal 


L DLPFC: L Ant 
Ins, DMPFC, L 
Per, L SPL, L 
VLPFC for 


cognition and 


perception, spec. 


working memory 


L Ins: L PaO, L 
Ant Ins, L Pos, L 
STG, L Put, R 
PaO, R STG, R 
DLPFC/Ant Ins, 
R Put, R pMC, L 
Tha, R Tha, L 
Ext for 
perception and 


cognition 


Open in a separate window 


ACC, anterior cingulate cortex; Amy, amygdala, Ang, angular gyrus, Cau, caudate, CC, corpus callosum; Cer, cerebellum; 
Cin, cingulate gyrus; Cla, claustrum; DLPFC, dorsolateral prefrontal cortex; Ext, extrastriate cortex; FPPFC, frontopolar 
prefrontal cortex (Brodmann area 10); Fus, fusiform gyrus; HC, hippocampus; Hyp, hypothalamus; IFG, inferior frontal 
gyrus; Ins, insula; IPL, inferior parietal lobule; ITC, inferior temporal cortex; ITG, inferior temporal gyrus; L/R, left/right; 
Lin, lingual gyrus; MCC, middle cingulate cortex; MFG, medial frontal gyrus; MSF, medial superior frontal; Mid, 
midbrain; MiFG, middle frontal gyrus; MOG, middle occipital gyrus; MTG, middle temporal gyrus; NC, nucleus caudatus; 
Occ, occipital lobe; OFC, orbitofrontal cortex; PaO, parietal operculum; Par, paracentral lobule; PCC, posterior cingulate 
cortex; Pcu, precuneus; Per, peristriate cortex; PHc, parahippocampal gyrus; Pos, post central gyrus; Pre, precentral 
gyrus; PSS, posterior cingulate cortex; Put, putamen; SFG, superior frontal gyrus; SI, substantia innominata; SPG, 
superior parietal gyrus; SPL, superior parietal lobule; SOG, superior occipital gyrus; STG, superior temporal gyrus; Tha, 
thalamus; VFG, ventral frontal gyrus. 


Structural brain alterations in pedophilia 


For the purposes of this review, we focused on providing an overview of recent neuroimaging work in 
pedophilia research starting in 2007, with case studies from 2000 to 2003. This was done for space and 
readability reasons; such that another recently published review provides an excellent in-depth 


discussion of neuroimaging in pedophilia (Mohnke et al., 2014). That review summarizes the state of 
the art of neuroimaging in pedophilia as being in its infancy, with a general consensus that findings are 
scattered and need to be replicated. Most results from neuroimaging studies in pedophilia have found 
neurostructural or neurofunctional correlates of CSA, not pedophilia per se. The amygdala remains a 
region of high interest, but Mohnke et al. (2014) suggest stricter methodology to replicate these 
findings. Our discussion parallels and expands upon the aforementioned review. 


A famous case study that highlighted a neurological disease that caused impulsive sexual behavior and 
could have been an expression of an underlying pedophilic orientation was a right orbitofrontal tumor 
in a 40-year-old man (Burns and Swerdlow, 2003). Prior to the discovery of his tumor, the patient had 
overtly claimed no sexual interest in children, but after the tumor progressed, he made sexual advances 
to his prepubescent stepdaughter and began a pornography collection, including child pornography, 
resulting from impulse control loss associated with orbitofrontal cortex dysfunction. Although his 
behavior was non-exclusive and his preference was not explicitly tested, the most striking fact about his 
symptoms is that all pedophilia-like symptoms disappeared after resection of the tumor. Even more, 
after the tumor recidivated, the pedophilia-like symptoms remerged and disappeared again after the 
second resection, thus showing a clear causal link between behavior and brain function. However, the 
clear majority of orbitofrontal tumors do not result in pedophilic behavior, meaning this case study 
should be interpreted cautiously. 


A further publication with two case studies highlights the role of the temporal cortex in regulating 
sexual behavior (Mendez et al., 2000). In the first case, a 60-year-old man developed fronto-temporal 
dementia and presented with increased sexual drive the molestation of extrafamilial children. The 
second case was a 67-year-old man who developed hippocampal sclerosis that similarly increased his 
sexual desire. He attempted to molest extrafamilial children. Both patients sexually abused their own 
young children, suggesting a latent predisposition to pedophilic behaviors existed in these patients prior 
to disease onset. Both patients showed hypometabolism of the right temporal lobe as measured with 
FDG-PET. After treatment with antidepressants (paroxetine for the former patient and sertraline for the 
latter), a decrease in pedophilic behaviors and desires was reported (Mendez et al., 2000). These 
findings support that dysfunction in the prefrontal cortex may prompt a latent predisposition to sexual 
attraction to children through disinhibition, whereas a dysfunction in the temporal cortex might elicit 
this response through sexual preoccupation (Jordan et al., 2011b). This does not explain the etiology of 
pedophilia as a sexual preference but as an acquired hypersexual behavioral disorder, and furthermore 
one that rarely presents in the realm of fronto-temporal dementia and hippocampal sclerosis. Clear here 
is the expression of pedophilic behaviors resulting from the neurological diagnoses, but not why these 
behaviors were pedophilic rather than hypersexual in nature. For further discussion of dementia and its 
relation to hypersexual/pedophilic disorders, please refer to Mohnke et al. (2014). 


Only a handful of studies of MRI-based structural differences in pedophilia have been published so far. 
By means of voxel-based morphometry (VBM), several alterations of gray matter (GM) and white 
matter (WM) were found. In 18 incarcerated exclusive heterosexual and homosexual pedophilic men 
with histories of sexual offending against prepubertal children, a significantly lower GM volume in the 


bilateral orbitofrontal cortex, bilateral insula, bilateral ventral striatum (putamen), precuneus, left 
posterior cingulate, as well as superior and right middle temporal, parahippocampal gyrus, and in the 
cingulate compared to 24 teleiophiles was found. These findings were corrected for multiple 
comparisons using the false discovery rate within the whole brain (Schiffer et al., 2007). However, only 
the left parahippocampal gyrus would have remained significant had a Bonferroni correction for the 15 
additional ROI analyses been applied. The authors proposed a theoretical frontal-executive dysfunction 
and suggested that — similarly to obsessive-compulsive spectrum disorders — these findings may form a 
neurophysiological circuit contributing to the pathophysiology of pedophilia. 


In another study with 15 pedophilic forensic inpatients in comparison to a healthy teleiophile group, 
GM reductions were found in four pre-defined ROIs comprised of right amygdalae; in right septal 
region, the bed nucleus striae terminalis (BNST), hypothalamus, and the substantia innominate 
bilaterally (Schiltz et al., 2007). Later on, amygdalar volume reduction was confirmed by a post hoc 
manual volumetric analysis, unpublished until now (Schiltz, personal communication). These results 
could be related to a developmental hypoplasia and underscores the influence of right amygdalar 
lateralization on regulation of sexual behavior, supporting the temporal lobe hypothesis of pedophilia. 


One study was published showing that, in comparison to non-sexual offender controls (n = 11), 
convicted pedophilic offenders (n =9) show only GM volume decreases in the centromedial nuclei 
group of the right amygdala which extended into the laterobasal nuclei group and the cornu ammonis of 
the hippocampus, although this finding did not survive correction for the large number of predefined 
ROIs (Poepp! et al., 2013). Interestingly, pedosexual interest, including the strength of such interest, and 
sexual recidivism were associated with GM volume decreases in the left insular and dorsolateral 
prefrontal cortices, while preference for younger children was associated with GM decreases in the 
orbitofrontal cortex and bilateral angular gyri (Poeppl et al., 2013). 


What the studies of Schiffer et al. (2007) and Schiltz et al. (2007) have in common is a comparison 
between a group of sentenced sex offenders recruited from forensic institutions with healthy 
teleiophiles without criminal histories, leading to potential confounds in the results with factors other 
than pedophilia, such as criminality or stress of imprisonment. However, an advantage of the study by 
Schiffer et al. (2007) is that they included only pedophiles of the exclusive type, allowing for 


interpretations including sexual preference. 


By comparing 44 pedophilic men with histories of sexually offending against children or child 
pornography consumption, with 53 men with histories of non-sexual offenses, differences were found in 
the WM only, highlighting a bilateral connection route traveling the superior fronto-occipital fasciculus, 
as well as a right-sided alteration in the arcuate fasciculus. No differences in GM were observed 
(Cantor et al., 2008). These findings were upheld in a follow-up confirmatory reanalysis (Cantor and 
Blanchard, 2012) and interpreted as insufficient connectivity in pedophilic individuals, rather than 
simply GM reductions in disparate (sub-) cortical regions (Cantor and Blanchard, 2012). 


Studies to date contain shortcomings either due to the sample sizes, to the configuration of the control 
group, or because the methodology of VBM was used in a restricted way by focusing on a priori 


regions of interest. The take home message of the present structural imaging MRI studies of pedophilia 
is that while there have been different results from different studies, one finding has been replicated 
across studies: reduced right amygdala volumes in pedophiles compared to teleiophilic controls 
(Mendez et al., 2000; Schiffer et al., 2007; Schiltz et al., 2007; Poepp! et al., 2013). This finding 
supports the temporal lobe theory of pedophilia referred to in Section “Introduction and Conceptual 
Framework.” Diffusion-tensor imaging is a method of WM imaging that holds promise to validate and 


expand previous VBM results. 


Functional brain alterations in pedophilia 


Only a few functional imaging studies have been conducted to investigate possible differences during 
the processing of sexual stimuli in the brains of pedophiles. With only one exception, they were visual 
sexual stimulation studies, thereby inducing a strong visual bias while making this modality the 
dominant model of perceptual processing alterations in paraphilias, although sensory systems offer 
potential other routes to sexual responsiveness. However, with the background of recent evidence 
explaining how hetero- or homosexual teleiophilic brains process visual sexual information and 
regulate the psychosexual and physiosexual components of sexual arousal [please refer to Safron et al. 
(2007), Georgiadis and Kringelbach (2012), Stoléru et al. (2012), and Poeppl et al. (2014)] for a deeper 
discussion), it is a reasonable step toward the understanding of pedophilia to study whether there are 
functional differences in the brain network associated with sexually arousing visual pictures of children. 


Research has highlighted alterations in pedophiles through positron emission tomography (PET) and 
functional MRI. For example, in a PET study of pedophilia, a decreased regional cerebral metabolic 
rate for glucose was found in the right inferior temporal cortex and superior frontal gyrus, without 
Bonferroni correction. This rate decreased in the pedophilic group after presentation of girl and women 
cues, whereas it increased in the teleiophilic group (Cohen et al., 2002). The authors interpreted this as 
a consistent brain abnormality underlying decreased glucose metabolism in the temporal and frontal 


cortices implicated in cortical regulation of sexual arousal. The small sample size of seven participants 
in each group limits the generalizability and confidence with which the results can be interpreted. 


In {MRI research, the first study that included a single homosexual pedophile found increased activity 
of the anterior cingulate gyrus, right prefrontal cortex, and basal ganglia in response to pictures of 
minimally clothed boys, regions that comprise the attentional brain network with the right orbitofrontal 
cortex (Dressing et al., 2001). 


Decreased activations were seen in the hypothalamus, dorsal midbrain, dorsolateral prefrontal cortex, 
and right lateral parietal, right ventrolateral, and right occipital cortices, as well as in the left insula in 
13 hetero- and homosexual forensic pedophiles when viewing sexual stimuli as compared to emotional 
stimuli as compared to teleiophiles (Walter et al., 2007). Based on these findings, it was suggested that 
the missing sexual interest toward adults could be explained by impairment in subcortical regions 
associated with the autonomic component of sexual arousal, i.e., lack of activation seen in 
hypothalamus and dorsal midbrain in pedophilia. Additionally, using a regression analysis approach, the 


activation in the left DLPFC was inversely correlated with the score on the child abuse subscale of the 
multiphasic sexual inventory (MSI), indicating also possible alterations of cognitive processing of 
sexual stimuli in these subjects (Schiffer et al., 2008a,b). 


Homosexual and heterosexual incarcerated pedophiles were examined with fMRI to determine whether 
there were differences associated with age and child gender preference. Among homosexual pedophiles 
with a history of sexual offenses against children (n = 11) in comparison with homosexual (n = 12) 
controls, the substantia nigra, caudate nucleus, the occipitotemporal and prefrontal cortices, thalamus, 
globus pallidus, and the striatum were activated in response to male child sexual stimuli, whereas these 
were not among the matched homosexual teleiophiles (Schiffer et al., 2008a). This was interpreted as an 
increased effort in evaluating respective stimuli in pedophilic compared to control participants. In 
another investigation, heterosexual pedophiles (n = 8), when compared to heterosexual teleiophiles 

(n= 12), after presentation with female child sexual stimuli displayed significant activations in the 


amygdala, hippocampus, substantia nigra, caudate nucleus, the medial dorsal thalamic nucleus, and the 
inferior temporal gyrus, suggesting a similar response pattern to sexually preferred stimuli as seen in 
healthy heterosexual males (Schiffer et al., 2008b). Pedophilic males showed a signal increase only in 


the right dorsolateral prefrontal cortex in response to the preferred sexual stimuli (no activation was 
seen in the control group to sexual stimuli of adult women). An interesting finding was that whereas the 
healthy male teleiophiles activated the orbitofrontal cortex in response to both sexually explicit adult 
female and female child imagery, this activation was not seen among male pedophiles. All together, the 
authors suggest that orbitofrontal deactivation, as shown in pedophilic participants, represents a 
dysfunction of the neural network necessary for the appropriate cognitive component of sexual arousal 
processing. 


There were also attempts to investigate the perception and emotional processing of visual sexual 
stimuli. For example, the right amygdala showed greater activation in homosexual pedophiles when 
they were presented with male child sexual stimuli compared to heterosexual male teleiophiles who 
observed female adult sexual pictures, although the participants were not matched for sexual 
orientation, thus potentially obscuring true ‘pedophilic’ activations (Sartorius et al., 2008). The authors 
interpreted this increased amygdala activation to stimuli depicting children that were observed in 
pedophiles as a possible fearful emotional reaction combined with sexual arousal, supported by the lack 
of an appropriate amygdala activation to adult female stimuli (Sartorius et al., 2008). 


Poeppl et al. (2011) used a block design in their study to investigate sexual interest in pedophiles (nine 
pedophiles with a history of contact offenses and 11 non-sexual offender controls) that consisted of 
male and female nude Tanner scale imagery, including Tanner scales I, III, and V, corresponding to 
prepubescent, pubescent, and adult images. Results of whole brain analyses showed significantly 
greater activation in the middle temporal lobe, hippocampus, posterior cingulate cortex, thalamus, 
medial frontal lobe, and culmen of the cerebellum in pedophiles to the Tanner I > neutral contrast. 
When compared to control teleiophiles in the Tanner V > neutral contrast, pedophiles showed a 
significant deactivation in the right insula. Furthermore, in the between group contrast of interest 
(pedophiles > Tanner I, teleiophiles > Tanner V), there were significantly greater activation signals seen 


in the postcentral gyrus, right middle temporal gyrus, anterior midcingulate cortex, and the amygdalae 
bilaterally (Poeppl et al., 2011). The authors interpreted these findings as an easier sexual arousability 

in pedophilic as compared to non-paraphilic participants when stimulated with purposefully non-erotic 
material (Poepp! et al., 2011). 


In a similar study, Habermeyer et al. (2013a) investigated eight pedophiles (three with a history of 
contact offenses, five with a history of child pornography consumption) and eight heterosexual 
teleiophilic controls in an event-related design consisting of erotic pictures of boys, girls, men, and 
women. In an ROI analysis including the middle frontal gyrus, only the pedophilic participants showed 
activation in the girl contrast, whereas controls showed deactivation (Habermeyer et al., 2013a). A 


further finding showed that during the immediate processing of erotic stimuli, both groups showed 
significant activations in the dorsomedial prefrontal cortex, a finding the authors attributed to the 
crucial role this region occupies in the critical evaluation of and attention to sexual stimuli (Habermeyer 
et al., 2013a). 


Two recent studies investigated functional connectivity in pedophilia and have supported decreased 
connectivity associated with CSA, but not with pedophilia. Specifically, Kargel et al. (2015) examined 
functional connectivity at rest (RSFC) in 26 pedophilic men stratified according to offense status (14 
P+CSA, 12 P-CSA) and 14 HC within (1) the default mode network and (2) the limbic network. 
Pedophiles who engaged in CSA depicted diminished RSFC in both networks compared with HC and 
P-CSA with diminished RSFC between the left amygdala and orbitofrontal as well as anterior 
prefrontal regions. These findings highlight a diminished resting state functional connectivity in 
offending pedophiles as compared to controls, suggesting a relationship to CSA more than to 
pedophilia. Using complex multimodal integration of brain structure and function analyses, Poeppl et 
al. (2015) found that the functional role of brain regions that are altered in pedophilia were linked to 
non-sexual emotional as well as neurocognitive and executive functions, which were previously 
reported to be impaired in pedophiles. They suggested that structural brain alterations affect neural 
networks for sexual processing by way of disrupted functional connectivity and that structural 
alterations also account for common affective and neurocognitive impairments in pedophilia. 


Further, new methods have been investigating differences that go beyond regional activations. Pattern 
classification is a new method of analyzing neural activation patterns. The idea of pattern classification 
is to use activation patterns in different brain regions in a multivariate approach rather than relying on 
region by region comparisons (Linden, 2012). It can be used for classifying groups. For example, in the 
field of sexology pattern classification has been applied successfully to classify heterosexual and 
homosexual male teleiophiles (Ponseti et al., 2009). 


Research found that the activations seen in heterosexual and homosexual pedophiles to child stimuli are 
nearly indistinguishable from those in heterosexual and homosexual healthy males to adult stimuli 
(Ponseti et al., 2012); this supports the assumption that pedophilia is primarily a sexual age preference 
similarly to teleiophilia. The activation pattern among heterosexual and homosexual pedophiles and 
healthy male teleiophiles includes the caudate nucleus, cingulate cortex, insula, fusiform gyrus, 


temporal cortex, occipital cortex, thalamus, amygdala, and cerebellum. Despite the similarity in 
activation patterns between pedophilic and teleiophilic men, the novel pattern classification technique 
has been successfully applied based on the presentation of preferred sexual stimuli and resulted in a 
mean accuracy of 95%, with 100% specificity and 88% sensitivity (Ponseti et al., 2012; Mohnke et al., 
2014), thereby showing a promising new approach for classifying subjects. Please refer to Figure 


Figure3 


3 for a visual explanation of pattern classification according to Ponseti et al. (2012). These studies 
included fully admitting pedophilic participants only; therefore, further research should verify its use 
with partially- or non-admitting pedophiles. The promise of functional predictors is, however, also 
supported by a similar study which, in contrast to Ponseti et al. (2012), used a highly hypothesis-driven 
approach of several impaired functions. 
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Figure 3 


Illustration of pattern classification of pedophiles and healthy controls using individual expression values. 


Participants with p >0.5 (dark area) were classified as pedophiles. For further details, see Ponseti et al. (2012). 


In their study, Walter et al. (2010) could show that a bi-dimensional discriminant function analysis 
revealed highly significant group separation when activations for cognitive appraisal or passive 
consumption of visual material are considered in their respective specific brain regions. A recent study 
investigated response inhibition in pedophilic males and found that pedophilic participants had slower 
reaction times and less accurate visual target discrimination which corresponded to greater activation in 
the “No-Go” condition for the DLPFC bilaterally, frontal eye fields, and supplementary motor areas, 
but in the left anterior cingulate cortex, precuneus, and angular gyrus, they showed greater activation in 
the “Go” condition (Habermeyer et al., 2013b) in an uncorrected voxel-wise analysis. 


As research shows, there are regions that differ in neural activation among heterosexual pedophiles, 
homosexual pedophiles, and matched healthy teleiophiles. However, limitations in these early studies 
included controlling neither for sexual preference nor orientation, using insufficiently differentiated 
inter-study paradigms such that all generalizations had to be limited to the exact study and paradigm 
utilized. Furthermore, pedophilic participants were all incarcerated or judicially involved [a notable 
exclusion to this being (Ponseti et al., 2012)], underscoring the need for studies investigating 
non-incarcerated pedophilic participants. As previous research in normal human sexuality has shown, 
there are notable differences between healthy heterosexual and homosexual men. This should be kept in 
mind for future neuroscientific investigations (Hamann et al., 2004; Ponseti et al., 2006, 2009). 


As discussed previously, neuroimaging is a useful way of investigating the neural correlates of human 
sexuality in terms of detecting the arousal pattern associated to the sexual preference structure. A 
criticism of previous functional neuroimaging studies in pedophilia relates to faking. Under the 
assumption that immediate processing of sexual stimuli is outside of conscious cognitive control 
(bottom-up influence), results were interpreted so that (de)-activations were true and not the result of 
faking (Ponseti et al., 2009, 2012, 2014). However, studies of test-retest reliabilities and faking in fMRI 
research have shown that faking can and does occur (Lee et al., 2009) and that, findings are not always 
reliable across centers and studies (Maitra et al., 2002; Raemaekers et al., 2007; Friedman et al., 2008). 
With the aforementioned limitations in mind, new research programs will help to differentiate the true 
differences from methodological artifacts. 


The contribution of molecular genetics and epigenetics 


Even though first hints for a familial transmission of pedophilia date back to the early 80s (Gaffney et 
al., 1984), only limited research has been conducted into the genetic contributions to pedophilia. Twin 
studies of sexual orientation hint at a heritable component of homosexuality (Bailey et al., 2000; 
Santtila et al., 2008; Langstrém et al., 2010). Most recently, a Finnish group published the first twin 
study investigating pedophilia. This was a population-based twin design analyzing 3967 male twins and 
their male siblings. It was shown that genetic influences contribute to sexual interest, fantasies, or 
activity pertaining to children under the age of 16 years (Alanko et al., 2010). However, the heritability 
estimated in the study explained only 14.6% of the variance; in comparison, the heritability of almost 
all psychiatric disorders is estimated to be above 30%, with schizophrenia and bipolar disorder ranging 


as high as 70-80% (Alanko et al., 2013). Based on their findings, the authors concluded that future 
research should address the possible interplay of genetic with environmental risk factors, such as own 
sexual victimization in childhood (Bienvenu et al., 2011). Another recently published study reported 
genograms of five families with unusual high occurrence of paraphilias (mainly pedophilia). They 
found familial aggregation of paraphilias with no clear Mendelian type of transmission. Intriguingly 
these families included carriers for different types of possible developmental disorders such as conduct 
disorders, deafness, blindness, and epilepsy (Labelle et al., 2012). 


No candidate studies nor genome-wide association studies in the field of pedophilia have been 
published today and to our knowledge, no large-scale efforts to fill this gap are currently under way. 
This would also not be feasible considering that the number of subjects needed in order to expect 
genome-wide significant findings would be in the range of several thousand or ten-thousand. 


Given the weak heritability of pedophilia together with the assumed large effects of early environment 
and early development, and possibly an interaction among these different factors, epigenetics might 
represent a promising way to disentangle the biological substrates and possible markers of sexual 
deviation. Epigenetics is the study of the dynamic changes in gene regulation, which the organism 
achieves using the common mechanisms of DNA methylation, histone modification, and chromatine 
restructuring (Rodenhiser and Mann, 2006). Through epigenetic mechanisms, the organism can 
establish a molecular memory of past gene x environment interactions, with long-lasting effects on 
brain circuits and genetic pathways. For example, early life stress programs the function of the 
HPA-axis through epigenetic alterations in the regulation of key genes involved in HPA axis 
functioning (Szyf et al., 2005; McGowan et al., 2009; Muragtroyd et al., 2009). Epigenetic (dys-) 
regulation plays an important role in different neuropsychiatric disorders and was proven as a 
successful heuristic framework for research in neurodevelopmental disorders (Krebs et al., 2004; 
Schroeder et al., 2012). Epigenetic mechanisms are also involved in the process of tissue differentiation 
(Rodenhiser and Mann, 2006) as well as in normal sexual dimorphic brain development (Nugent et al., 
2011). Recent findings give rise to the view that epigenetic mechanisms are at the core of sexual 
differentiation and serve as the interface between hormonally transmitted changes and sex chromosome 
related effects (Arnold et al., 2012). Its implication in both normal and abnormal brain development, as 
well as its role in the etiology of psychiatric disorders, makes it likely that epigenetic mechanisms 
widely contribute to the development of the human sexual preference structure including pedophilia. 
However, to date, no investigations of epigenetics in this direction have been published. 


Go to: 


Conclusion: What are the Implications and Future 
Directions of Neurobiology and Pedophilia? 


Previous research investigated the etiology of pedophilia from a neurobiological and 
neurodevelopmental perspective, utilizing state-of-the-art neuroimaging equipment and methods and 


physical markers known to be highly influenced by developmental challenges. Although the idea of a 
neurodevelopmental etiology of pedophilia has a very wide scope and this idea can be attributed to 
other psychological disorders, we feel its relationship to pedophilia warrants stricter research. 


Support for a neurodevelopmental pathway comes from research investigating epigenetic dysregulation 
of sexual development in general, physical characteristics, and functional as well as structural brain 
differences in pedophilia. Pedophilia seems to have a small hereditary component, with cases clustering 
in families and familial transmission of deviant sexual fantasies and behaviors (Gaffney et al., 1984; 
Alanko et al., 2010). 


Sexually offending and incarcerated pedophilic men show increased rates of left-handedness, have 
shorter stature, experience twice as many head injuries before the age of 13 as normal counterparts, and 
seem to have lower intelligence than teleiophilic men (Blanchard et al., 2003, 2007; Cantor et al., 2004, 
2005, 2007). These variables are present in pedophilic men significantly more often than in healthy 
control, but it is not clear if the reason for this is the sexual behavior disorder, the pedophilic preference, 
or even another factor. 


The push for neurobiological research has resulted in three major aforementioned theoretical 
developments, all attempting to explain various aspects of pedophilia. The frontal lobe theory is a 
contender to explain offenses against children from behavioral disinhibition and uncontrolled 
compulsive behaviors. Noticeable structural and functional differences in size and function of the left 
and right dorsolateral prefrontal and orbitofrontal cortex have been found in pedophilic men with a 
history of contact sexual offenses against children (Burns and Swerdlow, 2003; Schiffer et al., 2007, 
2008a,b; Poeppl et al., 2011). 


The temporal-limbic theory tries to explain pedophilia through structural and functional differences in 
the temporal lobes, thus focusing on the misattributed emotional salience and valence toward children. 
Several case studies highlight temporal and amygdalar lesions or functional activation differences that 
might contribute to the development of a pedophilic sexual preference (Cohen et al., 2002; Joyal et al., 
2007; Schiltz et al., 2007; Walter et al., 2007; Sartorius et al., 2008). 


The dual lobe theory suggests that both frontal and temporal disturbances are responsible for the range 
of behaviors seen in pedophilia, such as diminished impulse control as seen with orbitofrontal deficits 
and hypersexuality through the temporal lobes (Seto, 2008, 2009; Poeppl et al., 2013). 


Therefore, future investigations in the neuroimaging of pedophilia should use stricter 
inclusion/exclusion criteria to better limit potential confounds and actively recruit non-offending 
pedophiles to close the gap in knowledge between offending and non-offending pedophiles. This will 
also aid in researchers’ abilities to understand exactly what regions of the brain are implicated in 
pedophilic sexual preference development, as current literature interpretation implicates the brain in an 
overly ambitious manner. Examinations of the symptomatology and clinical aspects of pedophilia 
should first try to replicate original findings before novel ideas can be properly tested, including 
testosterone and its role in pedophilia development or the role of neurotransmitters such as dopamine 


and serotonin and their receptor densities in relation to behavioral perturbations. What is ultimately 
needed in this research field are stricter participant inclusion criteria and studies utilizing non-offending 
pedophiles and non-pedophilic offenders in order to ascertain what differences are true to pedophilia 
and those that are true to sexual offending against children in general. Please refer to Figure 


Figure4 


4 for a visual of research questions and directions for the etiology and treatment of pedophilia. 
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Figure 4 


Findings and questions regarding the etiology of pedophilia. 


Now that pedophilia is an increasingly accepted research field and not only a side issue, scientists are 
more intensively investigating not only how it develops, but also how to treat, and ultimately, how to 
prevent offending against children. Ultimately, the success rests with researchers willing to investigate a 
topic that still carries a significant societal stigma load but promises to offer a significant improvement 
not only to patients but also to society in general. 
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Let's get back to more proof lolis/shota is harmless 


Article 21: U/toxicatto 


Don't know if I'm too late or not, but here's a counter arguments from me to those: 


>and plus, the whole "violent games" thing doesn't count because i've seen countless and countless of 
lolicons/shotacons get arrested for molesting minors. 


The whole video games causes violence debates grow popular because of the Columbine School 
Massacre, the perpetrators played violent video games, and that isn't even the only shootings where the 
perpetrator played violent video games (wikipedia). Also this can be survivorship bias, as the data that 
makes it to the public is of child predators that have lolicon hentai, but there're less data of lolicons that 
doesn't molest children, and confirmation bias also play a role since they most likely ignore evidence that go 
against this view. 


>look at this apple, your brain processes that it's an apple, so thus, if you look at this anime child, you 
process it as a child 


Yeah.... if | look at an anime child, | processed it as an anime child, same how | processed an anime 
character as an anime character. Most people's brain can instantly recognize something as unrealistic, 
that's the whole reason why incest porn and staged rape porn is so popular, because our brain know those 
aren't real. 


>The point is, lolicon is still considered pedophilia. 


Yeah, | can't even consider this as an argument... there needs to be some kind of evidence. 


>Lolicon literally means pedophile 


In the context of Japanese pop culture, no. 


>lolicon and violent video games are not the same 


Jacking off to Lolicon releases dopamine, killing people in video games also releases dopamine. You have 
fun with looking at lolicon hentai, you also have fun when killing people in video games. Some people 
literally massacre innocent civilians in GTA "for the memes" ffs. 


>Yes, It IS wrong for you to be a Lolicon. Although you are not hurting a human life or abusing another 
human being, you have the potential to hurt someone. You will get tired of being attracted to animated 
young girls and find another way of release, making you a danger to our society. 


Slippery slope fallacy, also there're no evidence for this. Also not all lolicons are pedos, so | doubt all 
lolicons will eventually want real CP, hell | doubt actual pedophile will, since most pedophiles know that 
acting on their lust is wrong. 


>Yes, of course. It’s dressing up pedophilia in new clothes. 


Again, | can't consider this as an argument. 


>It’s not only the height. It’s the facial structure, demeanor, and body type. 


I've said this before, but no. Anime character and real humans are just very different. Yes, You recognize 
those anime character as human, but you also recognize them as unrealistic. 


It's pretty hard to explain and It's especially hard for me to explain as I'm not a psychologist, but kinda like 
you know they're humans, but at the same time you know they aren't humans. | mean, waifuism exist and 
some people (like me) have an unironic "2D>3D" preference. This field of psychology is also not even well 
understood by science. This article for example have said that there have been no research that dive deep 
into fictophilia, so even science don't even much about this. 


Article 22: Henry Sasser on quora 


Bottom line, according to US Law, and the repeated rulings by judges, what we describe as 
“Lolicon,” the largely hand-drawn and animated depictions of children in sexual situations—or even 
engaging in sex—is protected “free speech” according to the First Amendment; it is not produced 
by exploiting actual children in any way, and therefore cannot be condemned on the grounds of 
“Child Pornography,” because no actual children were involved in the creation of these images 
(unless drawn by children; and even then, they would be protected Free Speech). 


The idea that you may “like” young children in some sexual way, is a completely different issue; 
and no law may forbid, or regulate, Human Thought processes (which is why we have a First 
Amendment in the first place!) 


And, in fact, | could even go on about the way our Human Biology matures to reproductive 
readiness at an age far below that which the Law recognizes as “mature.” But even children as 
young as two or three engage in various types of sex-play; this is a normal, and healthy part of 
Human development; and our laws do nothing to respect and protect our natural Sexual 
development process—quite the opposite, really. and most Pedophiles are a symptom of a society 
that places the wrong emphasis on Human sexual development; so your enjoyment of these 
“unnatural fantasies” is very possibly perfectly healthy and normal. (And if it isn’t, it’s not my place, 
or my government's place, to judge you.) 


Honorable mentions: 


- Moe Manifesto 


Moe Manifesto is a book about the popularity for lolis/shotas, this book will explain how 
popular it is. This could be good evidence due to the fact that the majority in japan 
enjoy lolis/shota but barely any is a convicted pedo even DECADES later. 


View free online copy: MoeManifesto.pdf 


Download pdf link: MoeManifesto.pdf 


- HM 2: Defining “Normophilic” and “Paraphilic” Sexual Fantasies in a Population-Based 
Sample 


Introduction 


According to the Diagnostic and Statistical Manual of Mental Disorders, 5th Edition (DSM-5), a sexual 
fantasy (SF) is paraphilic if it concerns activities outside the realm of “genital stimulation or preparatory 
fondling with phenotypically normal, physically mature, consenting human partners” (normophilic). Intensity 
of the paraphilic SF is also “greater than or equal to normophilic interests.” Surprisingly, however, very few 


data are available to corroborate that definition of a paraphilic SF. Although the relatively high prevalence of 


paraphilic SF in the general population is well known, the magnitude of difference between intensity of 


“normophilic” and “paraphilic” SF remains to be assessed. 


Aim 


The main goal of this study was to analyze the SF of adults recruited in the general population to obtain 


person profiles based on the nature and intensity of their SF. 


Methods 


Multiple correspondence analysis (MCA) were used with data collected from 1,501 adults recruited in the 


general population to generate subgroups of participants based on the nature and intensity of their SF. 


Main outcome measures 


The main outcome measures used was a revised version of the Wilson Sex Fantasy Questionnaire. 


Results 


When all participants are considered as a unique group, the mean intensity of the most intense 
“normophilic” SF (oral sex) is significantly higher than the mean intensity of the most intense “paraphilic” SF 
(being sexually dominated for women and watching two women having sex for men), as expected from the 
DSM-5. When clusters of participants are considered separately, however, conclusions are nuanced. Four 
significant clusters of participants (two predominantly female and two predominantly male) reported at least 
one paraphilic SF with intensity as high as that of their most intense “normophilic” SF. In fact, 57% of this 


sample met the criteria of paraphilia. 


Conclusion 


These results suggest that the current criteria for paraphilia are too inclusive. Suggestions are given to 


improve the definition of pathological sexual interests, and the crucial difference between SF and sexual 


interest is underlined. Joyal CC. Defining “normophilic” and “paraphilic” sexual fantasies in a 


population-based sample: On the importance of considering subgroups. Sex Med 2015;3:321—330. 


Defining and assessing healthy vs. pathological sexual interests is challenging, important, and 
controversial in medicine. In the Diagnostic and Statistical Manual of Mental Disorders (DSM) 
1, sexual interests are sexual fantasies, urges, or behaviors. A sexual interest is considered to 
be a paraphilia (which is distinguished from paraphilic disorders) if it concerns non-normophilic 
activity and for which interest is “greater than or equal to normophilic interests” [1, p. 685]. 
Non-normophilic interests, labeled as “anomalous,” are defined as “any intense and persistent 
sexual interest other than sexual interest in genital stimulation or preparatory fondling with 
phenotypically normal, physically mature, consenting human partners” [1, p. 685]. Eight 
specific examples of paraphilic interests are given: fetishism (non-sexual object), sadism 
(inflicting humiliation, bondage, or suffering, real or not, physical or not), masochism 
(undergoing humiliation, bondage, or suffering, real or not, physical or not), transvestism 
(cross-dressing), voyeurism, exhibitionism, frotteurism (rubbing against a nonconsenting 
person), and pedophilia. This definition of paraphilia (not a paraphilic disorder) is based on 
goodwill and acknowledges that less typical sexual interests are not necessarily associated 
with mental disorders. Unfortunately, it is controversial because defining “paraphilic” sexual 
interest by opposing it to normophilic sexual interests is potentially stigmatizing 2. In addition, 


the empirical bases of the distinction are unclear. 


The present study focuses on sexual fantasy (SF), which by itself can meet the definition of 
paraphilia in the DSM-5. Paraphilic SF, especially those involving voyeurism, fetishism, and 
sadomasochism (e.g., bondage, domination, submission, humiliation), are common among 
college students 3. More recently, we found the same result for adults recruited from the 
general population 4. However, these fantasies are consistently found to be less prevalent 
than “normophilic” fantasies because only comparisons within the whole group are conducted. 
It remains possible that for significant subgroups of individuals in the general population 
prevalence and intensity of paraphilic SF are as high, or higher, than those of normophilic SF. 
Although the prevalence of normophilic fantasies would constantly be higher than that of 
“paraphilic” interest within a single non-clinical sample, considering subgroups of individuals 
with more homogeneous profiles might generate a different picture. Still, the mere occurrence 


of a particular SF is insufficient to meet the DSM-5 criteria of paraphilia: its intensity must also 
be greater or equal than that of “normophilia.” There are very few studies of the intensity of SF 
among non-clinical samples, and DSM-5 does not provide any assessment scale, cut-off 
point, or criteria to assess the intensity of SF. It is possible that, although fairly high rates of 
“paraphilic” SF are reported in non-clinical samples 4, such SF may indeed be less intense 


than “normophilic” SF. This remains to be demonstrated, however. 


Another important aspect to consider is the strong, mostly unexplained, association between 
diversity of sexual practices and socio-demographic factors 5. Higher diversity of sexual 
behavior is consistently found to be associated with gender (male), age (lower), sexual 
orientation (bisexual or homosexual, especially in men), and above all, educational attainment 
(higher) 6-10. Therefore, it remains possible that non-clinical clusters of persons with intense 
paraphilic fantasies would simply regroup individuals with specific socio-demographic profiles, 
such as young white bisexual men with higher education. These socio-demographic factors 
should be considered. 


In a previous report 4, we asked participants to rate the subjective intensity of 55 SF, which 
were divided into three sexual domains: peripheral (non-sexual themes: atmosphere, location, 
romance, and emotions), normophilic (DSM-5 definition or themes related to genital 
stimulation or preparatory fondling with phenotypically normal, physically mature, consenting 
human partners), and paraphilic (DSM-5 definition or any other sexual behavior). As expected, 
peripheral themes tended to be rated more intensely than normophilic themes, which in turn 
tended to be rated more intensely than paraphilic themes 4. These ratings, however, were 
simple bivariate comparisons based on averages of the whole sample (N = 1,516). Given this, 
it comes as no surprise that ideas about romance received significantly higher ratings, on 
average than, say, tying-up one's partner. Comparing SF intensities among more 
homogeneous subgroups of participants might provide more nuanced conclusions, such as 
showing the presence of significant clusters of persons reporting “paraphilic” SF as intensively 


as “normative” SF. 


The first goal of the present study was to perform further in-depth analyses of the data 
reported in 4 with multivariate statistics to define subgroups of persons based on the nature 


and intensity of their SF. A second objective of this study was to test, in part, the validity of the 
DSM-5 definition of paraphilic SF. It was first hypothesized that significant clusters of persons 
would report paraphilic SF with an intensity as high as that of normophilic SF. It was further 
hypothesized that these clusters of persons reporting paraphilic SF would not solely reflect 
socio-demographic characteristics associated with higher diversity of sexual practices. If 
confirmed, these hypotheses would suggest that qualifying some paraphilic SF as 


“anomalous” might be an overstatement. 
Methods 
Participants 


This study is a follow-up to an initial paper reporting rates and bivariate analyses of data 
obtained through an Internet survey of individuals recruited among the general population 
(see 4 for methodological details). Briefly, a total of 1,516 persons were involved (N = 799 
women, 52.7%; N= 717 men, 47.3%; mean age: 29.6 + 10.8; range 18-77 years old; mean 
number of years of formal education: 14.9 + 3.6; range 6-30 years). The majority of 
respondents (85.1%) reported being heterosexual, 3.6% reported being definitive 
homosexuals (significantly more women [6%] than men [1.5%]), with the remainder reporting 
bisexuality (12.6% of women and 9.8% of men, not significantly different). The study was 


limited to participants who had fully completed the questionnaire (n = 1,501). 


Instrument 


To determine the nature and intensity of the SF of the participants, a revised and expanded 
version of the Wilson Sex Fantasy Questionnaire (SFQ 11, 12; was used. A principal 
component analyses (PCA) originally conducted with the SFQ generated four main 
components (intimate, impersonal, exploratory, and sadomasochistic), although it was based 
on only 90 participants 11. Participants in this study were asked to evaluate the presence and 
intensity of 55 SF, including peripheral (e.g., ambiance and location), “normophilic” (e.g., 


genital stimulation with a consenting human partner), and “paraphilic” (e.g., voyeurism, 


sadomasochism, fetishism, transvestism) themes. Intensity of interest for each SF was 
assessed with a rating scale ranging from 0 to 7 (O—not at all; 1—no; 2—very weak; 3—weak; 
4—mild; 5—moderate; 6—strong; 7—very strong). Preliminary descriptive results 
(percentages and between-gender comparisons) are available in 4. 


Statistical Analyses 


The first goal of the present study was to define subgroups of persons based on the nature 
and intensity of their SF. To achieve this goal, multiple correspondence analyses (MCA) was 
used as it is a non-parametric and non-linear statistical approach 13. MCA is similar to PCA, 
an exploratory multivariate technique that allows pattern analysis of relationships between 
several variables 14. Contrary to PCA, however, MCA accepts non-normally distributed 
variables, which might be grouped into categories, and it can generate non-mutually exclusive 
clusters 13, 14. Given that intensities of SF do not show a normal distribution, MCA is 
perfectly suited for our present purposes. Because linear relationships between the variables 
are not assumed, it is possible to define subgroups of persons reporting both similar (e.g., 
romantic location) and different (e.g., spanking vs. oral sex) SF themes (non-mutually 
exclusive groupings), which again is well suited for this type of study. Finally, at least 10 
participants per variable are required for MCA, which is easily achieved here (55 SF for 

N = 1,501). 


Each variable (SF) was categorized, based on the intensity ratings, as follows: no or low 
intensity (0—2); mild intensity (3—4); and high intensity (5-7). These three categories multiplied 
by 55 fantasies generated 165 possibilities in the MCA for each participant. MCA generates 
binary codes (0 = no; 1 = yes) for each possibility, arranged in a two-way frequency 
cross-tabulation (binary indicator matrix). This tabulation provides person profiles (i.e., 
individuals defined by one particular variable) and variable profiles (i.e., variables common to 
one person profile). Graphically, rows correspond to the participants and columns to the 
variables, all represented by points in a Euclidian space. Associations between rows 
(persons) and columns (variables) are obtained by computing the distances between points in 


space, i.e., the chi-squared distances between the individuals and between different 
categories of the variables. This makes it possible to extract dimensions of the space that 
capture most of the inertia (similar to the variance). Person profiles and variable profiles are 
positioned in space as a function of their place on each dimension and the further the profiles 
are separated on a given dimension, the more they contribute to the definition of that 


dimension. 


The number of dimensions retained (those with clinical significance explaining most of the 
inertia) was determined with a scree test 15. This was achieved with visual examination of the 
graphic scree plot of the dimension eigenvalues (the “elbow” of eigenvalues). Once the best 
dimensional solution of the data was obtained, cluster analysis was performed, in which 
participants with similar profiles were grouped. Hierarchical clustering analysis with Ward's 
criterion was used because it has been shown to yield a minimum loss of inertia 16. The 
dendrogram (aggregation tree) obtained from the hierarchical analysis served to determine 
the number of clusters to be retained. Finally, clusters of persons were compared a posteriori 
with a limited set of socio-demographic, predetermined external variables (gender, sexual 
orientation, mean educational attainment, and mean age). The number of high-intensity 
fantasies, total fantasy intensity rating, and mean fantasy intensity rating were also compared 
between clusters for descriptive purposes. Tukey's post hoc tests corrected for multiple 


comparisons were conducted. 


To address the second goal of this study, the most intense “normophilic” SF (involving genital 
stimulation or preparatory fondling) was compared with the most intense “paraphilic” SF (other 
SF except those limited to peripheral components such as atmosphere, romance, emotion, 
and location) within each cluster with paired t-tests. Given the high statistical power generated 
by this sample (risk of type-I error) and the repetitive use of bivariate comparisons, the 
criterion of significance was the effect sizes (0.10: non-significant; 0.30: significant, 0.50: 
highly significant 17), not the simple P values. 


Ethics 


This study was approved by the ethical committee of the University of Québec at 


Trois-Riviéres. 


Results 


The best MCA solution was based on four dimensions, which accounted for 95.04% of total 
inertia. These four dimensions were labeled “emotion presence” (from importance of romance 
and atmosphere to total exclusion of romance and atmosphere), “interpersonal distance” (from 
intimate partner exclusively to strangers exclusively impersonal), “personal power” (from total 
domination to total submission), and “gender of fantasized persons” (from men exclusively to 
women exclusively). These four dimensions generated seven clusters of participants, a 
well-distributed (N from 128 to 314) and theoretically relevant MCA solution (Table 1). Ten SF 
(out of 55) were not used by the model because of their lack of discriminant value 
(contribution of less than 1.8% to total inertia). These fantasies tended to be either too rare 
(urinating on partner, being urinated upon, pedophilia, bestiality, transvestism, true 
exhibitionism, having sex with a non-sexual object, or having sex with someone much older) 
or common (having sex with someone not my spouse, having sex with a known person). The 


remaining 45 SF were sufficient to distribute participants in seven clusters. 


Table 1. Description and comparisons between the multiple component analysis seven cluster 


solution 
Cluste Cluste Cluste Cluste Cluste Cluste Cluste Between 
r1 r2 r3 r4 r5 r6 r7 -group* 
Number of 261 174 274 314 142 208 128 


participants t 


Gender (%) 


Male 


Female 


Sexual 


orientation (%) 


Heterosexual 


Bisexual 


Homosexual 


88.5 


88.1 


6.9 


5.0 


70.1 


54.6 


31.6 


13.8 


92.3 


96.7 


82.8 


94.9 


79.6 


69.7 


28.9 


1.4 


81.7 


91.8 


70.0 


78.9 


20.0 


1.5 


Number of 
high-intensity 


fantasies 


Mean years of 


education 


Total fantasy 


intensity rating 


16 


14.943 


117.84 


27.9 


30 


15.043 


186.9 + 


32.9 


26 


14.543 


A 


176.7 + 


22.1 


15.743 


A 


62.542 


2.9 


32 


13.843 


8 


249.8 + 


39.5 


14.8243 


8 


112.64 


22.8 


14.943 


A 


124.44 


26.9 


4>3,5 


5<1,2,4 


4<all 


5 > all 


1>4; 


1<2,3,5 


2>1, 3, 4, 


6,7 


Mean fantasy 2.1740 3.43 +0 3.2240 1.1540 4.56 +0 2.05 +0 2.2940 4<all 


intensity rating 5 6 A A T A A 


5 > all 


>4;1<2, 


3,5 


2>1, 3,4, 


6,7 


Mean age 26.0 +8 29.1+8 32.341 28.51 33.7 +1 31.741 26.748 4<3,5,6 


6 9 1.2 1.5 0.5 2.4 A 


5>1, 2, 4, 


7 


1<2, 3,5, 


2<3, 


e *Between-group comparisons; Post hoc Tukey's tests corrected for multiple 
comparisons, significant at 0.05. +The total number of participants with complete data 
set was 1,501. +Number of intense fantasies (rated between 5 and 7 on the scale) 
which contributed significantly to defining the cluster. Bold indicates significant 
difference from the mean. 


As shown in Table 1, the external variables gender, educational attainment, sexual orientation, 
and mean age differed significantly between certain clusters. First, clusters 1, 2, 4, and 7 were 
composed mostly of women, whereas men constituted a majority in clusters 3, 5, and 6. It is 
worth noting that predominantly female clusters did not necessarily obtain significantly lower 
mean SF intensity than predominantly male clusters (see clusters 1 and 2); on the contrary, 
they could be equally high or higher (see cluster 2 vs. clusters 3 and 6). In addition, although 
the number of high-intensity SF (rated between 5 and 7) characterizing each cluster is 
generally higher in predominantly male clusters, it varies more among predominantly female 
clusters, ranging from only 1 to up to 30 (Table 1). This result suggests the presence of 
significant variability between subgroups of participants, especially for women. All other 
socio-demographic factors varied, more or less significantly, between clusters (age, sexual 
orientation, educational attainment; Table 1). Importantly, however, no single cluster regrouped 
all factors associated with higher sexual diversity (young age, bi-homosexuality, being male, 
higher education). 


Figure 1 shows the distribution of mean intensity of each SF for each cluster, divided by 
predominant gender (1A, women; 1B, men). As illustrated by the mean intensity curves, 
clusters clearly differ from each other, on average, for both genders, on different SF. For this 
reason, each cluster was labeled as high, low, mild, or variable intensity (Figure 1). Therefore, 
the seven clusters were labeled as follow: 1—predominantly women, variable SF intensity; 
2—predominantly women, high SF intensity; 3—predominantly men, variable SF intensity; 


4—predominantly women, low SF intensity; 5—predominantly men, high SF intensity; 


6—predominantly men, low SF intensity; 7—predominantly women, mild SF intensity 

(Table 2). The two “variable-intensity” clusters (one mostly women, one mostly men) are 
noteworthy because they generated up-and-down curves of intensities; that is, in these cases 
intensity of a given SF is not necessarily a good predictor of intensity of other SF, contrary to 
the straighter lines of low-, moderate-, and high-intensity clusters (Figure 1). The 
“variable-intensity” female cluster, for instance, rated SF themes connected to domination and 
submission almost as high as the “high-intensity” female cluster (see the blue line peak on the 
right of Figure 1A). Similarly, those in the “variable-intensity” male cluster gave some SF 
ratings that were as low as those of the “low-intensity” male cluster (e.g., same sex fantasies), 
whereas other SF were rated as high as those of the “high-intensity” male cluster (e.g., having 
sex with two women at the same time). It is interesting to note that these “variable-intensity” 
clusters are significant, both among predominantly female (N = 261) and predominantly male 
(N = 274) clusters (Table 2). This result suggests that intensity of paraphilic SF (e.g., themes 
related with sadomasochism and domination—submission) is not necessarily equal or lower 


than that of “normophilic” SF for all clusters. This hypothesis is tested later. 


Figure 1 


Open in figure viewerPowerPoint 


Significant sexual fantasy (SF) contributors (generate at last 2.3% of inertia) for clustering 


(four clusters) with three intensity categories (0—2: low; 3—4: mild; 5-7: high; missing data 


indicate non-significant contribution from that SF for a given cluster; yellowed box: 
high-intensity SF with paraphilic themes in two clusters). (A) Predominantly female clusters 


(clusters 1, 2, 4, and 7). (B) Predominantly male clusters (clusters 3, 5, and 6). Yellowed box 


indicate high-intensity paraphilic SF. 


Table 2. Mean intensity of each SF for the seven clusters of participants 


Atmosphere 

Emotions 

Romantic place 
Unusual place 
Masturbated by partner 
Masturbate partner 
Giving fellatio 


Giving cunnilingus 

Anal penetration 
Masturbated by acquaintance 
Masturbated by stranger 
Masturbate acquaintance 
Masturbate stranger 

Sex with stranger 

Be pho! or filmed 


Watching two men 
Sex with two women 
Sex with two men 

Sex with many women 
Sex with many men 
Sex with many people 
Swinging acquaintances 
Swinging strangers 
Prostitute 

Much younger, legal 
Much older 

Being ejaculated on 
Large breasts 

Small breasts 

Same sex 

Inter-racial 

Spanking someone 
Being spanked 
Dorninating someone 


Tying someone up 
Being tied up 
Forcing someone 
Being forced 
Abusing drunk person 
Voyeurism 

Petting stranger 
Sex in public 
Exhibitionism 
Cross-dressing 
Fetishism 

Total 


Cluster 1 


(variable-intensity F) 


5.48 
5.90 
5.63 
5.32 
5.11 
5.03 
5.10 


174 
2.13 
1.49 
1.29 
ww 
1.02 
2.12 
2.01 
1.51 


Cluster 2 
(high-intensity F) 


3.43 +0.6 


Cluster 3 


(variable-intensity M) 


Cluster 5 
(high-intensity M) 


5.16 


Cluster 6 


(low-intensity M) 


Cluster 7 
{mild-intensity F) 


1.36 
2.29 Ł 0.4 


[E]. peripharal (non-sexual) fantasies (atmosphere, emotion, romanos, and location); [H]. normophilic fantasy (DSM definition) with highest mean intensity (both men: 5.4 +2.1 and women: 4.7 +25; Joyal et al. (4); [E]. paraphiic 


fantasies (DSM definition) with highest mean intensity (men, watching two women: 4.9 + 2.4; women, being dominated : 3.8 + 2.7; Joyal et al. [4]). F, predominantly women; M, predominantly men, same order as in Table 1; gray, peripheral SF; 
yellow, nornaphilic SF with highest mean intensity; green: paraphilic SF with highest mean intensity; SF, sexual fantasy; DSM, Diagnostic and Statistical Manual of Mental Disorders. 


Table 2 shows the mean intensity of each SF for each cluster. After discarding peripheral SF 
because they are nonsexual (grayed in Table 2; atmosphere, romance, emotions, and 
locations), the most intense sexual SF is indeed “normophilic:” receiving oral sex, for both 
genders, as previously reported in 4 (overall average: 5.09 + 1.05; women: 4.7 + 2.5; men: 
5.4 + 2.1). Interestingly, however, this intense SF was rated 3.33 on average by one cluster 
(cluster 4, low-intensity women) as compared with 6.51 for another cluster (cluster 5, 
high-intensity men). As well, cluster 4 rated presence of emotions 5.59 on average while the 
average for cluster 5 was 4.63. These results illustrate the importance of considering patterns 
of interests and intensities among subgroups in sex research. Figure 1 and Table 2 show the 


different arrangements of the seven clusters. 


Another important point concerns the most intense paraphilic SF (i.e., sexual interest other 
than sexual interest in genital stimulation or preparatory fondling with phenotypically normal, 
physically mature, consenting human partners, according to the DSM-5), which was “being 
dominated” for women and “watching two women having sex” for men, as reported in Joyal 
etal. ([4]; means of 3.79 + 2.7 and 4.9 + 2.4, respectively). But Table 2 shows that the mean 
scores for “being dominated” actually varied from a low of 1.96 (cluster 4, “low-intensity”) to a 
high of 5.28 (cluster 2, “high-intensity”) among predominantly female clusters. Similarly 
(although to a lesser extent), among predominantly male clusters, the mean intensity of 
“watching two women having sex” varied from 4.50 (cluster 6, “low-intensity”) to 6.39 (cluster 
5, “high-intensity”). 


Finally, the mean intensity of the most intense normophilic SF (receiving oral sex, both 
genders) did not differ significantly from that of the most intense paraphilic SF (i.e., being 
dominated for women; watching two women having sex for men) in four clusters. Among 
predominantly female clusters, receiving oral sex vs. being dominated did not differ in clusters 
1 (“variable-intensity;” means of 5.47 + 2.2 vs. 5.03 + 2.0, respectively, effect size of 0.12) and 
2 (“high-intensity;” means of 5.03 + 2.2 vs. 5.28 + 2.2, respectively, effect size of 0.10, in the 
opposite direction). Likewise, among predominantly male clusters, mean intensities of 
receiving oral sex vs. watching two women having sex did not differ significantly in clusters 3 
(“variable-intensity;” 5.89 + 1.46 vs. 5.91 + 1.42, respectively, effect size <0.10) and 5 
(“high-intensity;” 6.51 + 1.0 vs. 6.39 + 1.2, respectively, effect size <0.10). 


Discussion 


Defining and evaluating healthy sexual interests is of great importance for general, psychiatric, 
and forensic practices. According to the DSM-5, a sexual interest is anomalous if its intensity 
is equal or superior to that of a “normophilic” sexual interest. The first goal of this study was to 
describe subgroups of persons recruited in the general population based on the nature and 
intensity of their SF. A second goal of this study was to test the validity of the DSM-5 
paraphilia definition in assessing and comparing the intensity of “normophilic” and “paraphilic” 
SF between these subgroups. When the whole sample is considered, the most intense 
“normophilic” SF (receiving oral sex) is statistically more intense, on average, than the most 
intense “paraphilic” SF 4, in accordance with the DSM-5 definition. Looking at subgroups of 
persons, however, generates more nuanced conclusions. In the present study, four clusters of 
participants reported a most intense “paraphilic” SF that was in fact statistically as intense as 
their most intense “normophilic” SF. Thus, 851 persons or 57% of this sample have met the 
DSM-5 definition of paraphilia (again, not to be confounded with a paraphilic disorder). 
Interestingly, these clusters did not simply regroup persons with specific socio-demographic 
factors generally associated with higher diversity of sexual practices (e.g., being male, 
younger, bi-or homosexual orientation, with a higher educational attainment; see the 
introduction). For instance, half of “paraphilic” clusters were predominantly women. These 
results illustrate the importance of considering subgroups of persons in the definition 
paraphilic sexual interest, at least for SF. 


The seemingly negative association between educational attainment and intensity of SF in this 
study is noteworthy. Contrarily to expectation, the highest mean educational level was attained 
by the most conservative cluster (cluster 4), whereas the most variant cluster (cluster 5) 
reached the lowest educational level on average. However, educational attainment interacted 
with gender in this study. That is, when predominantly female clusters and predominantly male 
clusters are considered separately, mean educational levels across subgroups remain stable, 
while significant differences in SF intensity and diversity still emerge between subgroups in 
both genders (in other words, predominantly female clusters received, on average, more 


years of education than predominantly male clusters). Therefore, differential educational 


attainment in this study was not due to SF intensity and diversity difference as much as to 


gender. 


Overall, these data suggest that significant portions of persons recruited in non-clinical context 
report paraphilic SF according to the DSM-5 definition. Also, these persons do not necessarily 
present with socio-demographic characteristics usually associated with a higher diversity of 
sexual practices. Importantly, fantasies, interest, and behavior are not synonymous in general 
sexology. Therefore, although these conclusions might be limited to the realm of fantasies, the 
definition of paraphilia should not include fantasy as a sufficient criterion. 


In view of these results, one suggestion would be that the definition of paraphilic sexual 
interests be improved. In doing this, it would be beneficial to go back to basics and consult 
older definitions of paraphilia. Fifteen years ago, for instance, Seto and Barbaree 18 defined 
paraphilia as a “preferred activity highly atypical for individuals who preferred sexually mature 
people” with preferred defined as “consistently needed for sexual gratification” (p.198). 
Similarly, the DSM-III correctly stressed that “For example, women's undergarments and 
imagery of sexual coercion are sexually exciting for many men; they are paraphiliac only when 
they become necessary for sexual excitement” (p.267). The essence of this definition 
(pathological rigidity and necessity) has been gradually lost over time. Besides, the current 
notion of greater or equal intensity is vague, unfounded, and difficult to assess in clinical 
practices. 


In addition, focusing on “atypical” or “anomalous” behaviors may be unnecessary and 
stigmatizing. Not only will any definition of sexual “normality” or “normophilia” be controversial, 
but it is unnecessary in order to diagnose a disorder involving sexual preference or arousal. If 
a sexual interest induces psychological suffering, distress, or significant impairment, it is a 
disorder, whatever the nature of the interest. If a sexual behavior involves a non-consenting 
partner, it is an illegal act (e.g., rape, sexual interactions with a child, voyeurism, exhibitionism, 
frotteurism, necrophilia, bestiality). It is important to remember that not so long ago, oral sex, 
today's most popular SF in both genders, was considered as an example of a gross and 
deviant behavior committed by helpless men suffering from a masochistic disorder 19. 


It is also worth noting that equating SF with manifestations of sexual interest is erroneous, at 
least for women. More than 30 years ago, Master, Johnson, and Kolodny 20 stressed that: 
“most women who are aroused by fantasies that portray ‘unusual’ sex practice such as rape or 
sadomasochistic sex indicate that they have no interest whatsoever in acting out the fantasy. 
In contrast, men appear to be somewhat more adventuresome” (pp. 271-2). 


More recently, qualitative analyses have confirmed this notion: a majority of women reporting 
a forced-sex or physically submissive fantasy stress that they would never wish to realize it 4. 
Thus, although a given SF might be arousing, it is not necessarily indicative of a sexual 
interest. In fact, considering SF as sexual interest might be dangerous for the numerous 
women (and men) who have forced-sex fantasies 21. These SF are not necessarily wishes. 
The International Classification of Disorders (ICD) taskforce leans toward adopting SF as a 
sufficient criterion in their upcoming paraphilic disorder diagnosis (see the beta version of the 
ICD-11 in 22). In this case, however, SF is associated with sexual arousal, not sexual interest, 
and is limited to paraphilic disorders, not paraphilia (i.e., is accompanied by impairment, 
distress or action). 


Finally, particularly interesting was cluster 1 (predominantly women, variable SF intensity), 
which generally favored normophilic SF, except for a subset of paraphilic themes, all related 
with sadomasochistic themes (Figure 1). We previously stressed the relatively high rate of 
women (and men) who endorsed sadomasochistic SF from the same sample 4. This study 
further suggests that for certain subgroups of persons, intensity of paraphilic SF, especially 
those with sadomasochistic themes is as high as that of normophilic SF. We previously 
hypothesized that these persons with both normophilic and sadomasochistic SF are more 
satisfied with their sex life than average. Although the present study could not test that 
hypothesis, it was recently supported from another, nearly representative sample of the 
Quebec population 23. More investigations are warranted concerning the intriguing link 
between sadomasochism fantasy or practice and good mental health 24. 


Results of this study should be interpreted in view of its limits, however. First, the sample was 
recruited online and it was not representative of the general population. The refusal rate is 


unknown, and it is clear that volunteers in sex studies have more experience and they are 


more open toward sexuality than persons who refuse to participate in such studies 25, 26. 
Therefore, the actual number of persons with paraphilic fantasies report herein might be 
inflated. Still, intensity comparisons between normophilic and paraphilic fantasies within each 
cluster hold true. Second, the content validity of the original 11 and this version of the Sexual 
Fantasy Questionnaire 4 was not assessed, so it remains possible that some items did not 
measure precisely what they were intended to measure. However, construct validity of 
questionnaires about sexual fantasies is rarely assessed because they evaluate overt, 
observable simple behaviors. Finally, DSM-5 stipulates that paraphilic SF are intense and 
persistent. Although most SF are persistent and no definition of persistence is provided in the 
DSM-5, it remains possible that intense paraphilic SF were not persistent. The notion of 
persistence should be considered in future studies. 


Overall, although the distinction between paraphilia and paraphilic disorders in the DSM-5 is a 
step in the good direction, this study suggests that the definition of paraphilia is too inclusive. 
Paraphilic themes such as voyeurism, fetishism, and masochism are too common, at least in 


the realm of fantasies, to be qualified as atypical, let alone anomalous. 
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Abstract 


The fierce stigma associated with pedophilia may interfere with attempts to prevent sexual offending. 
Prior research on the effects of media reports about pedophilia mostly focused on their role in 
perpetuating stigma in the general population. In order to better understand potential benefits and risks 
of the media coverage on people with pedophilia and specialized prevention and treatment efforts, we 
conducted semi-structured qualitative interviews with 11 healthcare practitioners of the German 
Prevention Network “Don’t offend”. Healthcare practitioners described positive (e.g., raising awareness 
for prevention offers) as well as negative (e.g., perpetuating the existing public stigma) effects of the 
media coverage and estimated that only about one-third of media coverage portrays pedophilia 
realistically. To destigmatize pedophilia and benefit the prevention of child sexual abuse, a fact box for 
journalists was developed based on practitioners’ expert knowledge. 


Keywords: pedophilia, stigma, media coverage, prevention, media effects, qualitative interviews 
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1. Introduction 


Approximately 1 to 5% of the male population is estimated to have pedophilia [1,2,3], that is, a sexual 
interest in children [4]. Despite common misperceptions, pedophilia is neither a necessary nor 
sufficient precondition for sexual offending against children [5]. In fact, an unknown, but most likely 
substantial number of people with a sexual preference for children never commit sexual offenses [6], 
and an estimated 40—60 percent of sexual offenses against children are not committed by people with 
pedophilic interests [5,7,8,9]. Nevertheless, research has shown that people from the general public 
have extremely negative feelings and attitudes with regard to people with pedophilia, including the 
ones that do not offend [10]. Accordingly, people with pedophilia have to fear being shamed, 
threatened, and cut off from sources of social support, if their sexual interests are discovered [6], which 
may in turn increase the risk of sexual offending and barriers to seeking therapy. 


Against this background, having a public that is informed about the difference between pedophilia as a 
sexual preference versus child sexual abuse as a sexual offense most likely represents an important 
precondition for the success of preventive measures against child sexual abuse. As one of the main 
sources of information about pedophilia, the media has a great responsibility to portray pedophilia 
realistically and to dispel common and harmful myths. Yet, by and large, media reports about 
pedophilia arguably perpetuate the stereotype that all people with pedophilia are dangerous predators 
unworthy of our respect or support [11]. In the present article, we will therefore explore the potential 
risks and benefits of media coverage on pedophilia through the expert opinions of 11 mental 
healthcare professionals specialized in the treatment of individuals with a pedophilic disorder and the 


prevention of child sexual offending. Based on these expert opinions, a fact box to evaluate how 
journalists can improve or impair the mental health of people with pedophilic interests and the 
prevention of child sexual offending will be proposed. 


1.1. Risks and Benefits of Media Coverage on Mental Disorders 


Media coverage is a crucial source of information that shapes our view of the world [12], especially 
when first-hand experiences and interpersonal communication are limited, i.e., [13]. Ideally, media 
reports on mental disorders would provide information based on scientific facts. Such reports have the 
potential to educate the general public about specific issues like mental disorders and correct prevalent 
myths about the characteristics and courses of such conditions. This way, media reports can contribute 
to the destigmatization of mental disorders. For instance, Sampogna and colleagues [14] 
demonstrated that people who received anti-stigma campaigns via mass media had more knowledge 
about mental disorders and were more tolerant and supportive of affected persons. 


However, media content relies, among other things, on news factors like newness, harm, and oddity, 
which contribute to the newsworthiness of a story [15,16], and only in part on scientific correctness or 
evidence-based information [17]. For example, Aragonés and colleagues [18] showed in their study 
that news reports concerning mental disorders were mostly linked to danger (178 reports out of 362) or 
violent crime (130 reports out of 362). In an experimental study, Corrigan and colleagues [19] 
investigated the impact of media coverage on mental disorders. Their results demonstrated that 
articles which associate mental disorders with negative attributes (e.g., crime) increase stigmatizing 
attitudes, while decreasing favorable attitudes towards persons with mental disorders. 


For this reason, it is not surprising that healthcare practitioners, health advocates, and researchers 
have repeatedly expressed concern about “both entertainment and news media provid[ing] 
overwhelmingly dramatic and distorted images of mental illness that emphasize dangerousness, 
criminality, and unpredictability” (pp. 99, [20], see also [21]). In order to reduce the stigmatization of 
mental illness, the World Health Organization has identified this topic as a key target for the 
2013-2020 action plan [22]. 


1.2. Characteristics of Pedophilia 


According to the Diagnostic and Statistical Manual of Mental Disorders (DSM-5) pedophilic interests 
are not considered pathologic per se [4]. Yet, if a person with pedophilia commits sexual offenses or 
experiences distress or social difficulties as a result of their sexual interests, the clinical characteristics 
of a pedophilic disorder are fulfilled [4]. While sexually deviant interests like pedophilia represent a key 
risk factor for sexual recidivism [23,24], most laypeople and even many mental health practitioners are 
not aware of the distinction between pedophilia as a sexual interest, pedophilia as a pedophilic 
disorder, and sexually abusive behavior [25,26]. In fact, the stigmatization of people with pedophilic 
interests is tremendous [27]. For instance, in a large-scale survey in Germany [9], 14% and 38% of the 
respondents stated that non-offending people with pedophilic interests should rather be dead or 
incarcerated, respectively, even if they have never committed a sexual offense. These attitudes 
towards people with pedophilia are likely to create or exacerbate stress, anxiety, and social isolation 
[28,29]. Although the stigma attached to pedophilia may be motivated by good intentions (e.g., the 


desire to protect children), there is also a growing awareness among sexologists and forensic 
practitioners that public stigma might increase the risk of sexual offenses against children—e.g., by 
impairing the mental health of persons with pedophilia, or discouraging persons with pedophilia who 
are at risk for sexual offending from seeking help [5,26,29,30]. Thereby, media coverage which 
conflates pedophilia and child sexual offending perpetuates the existing public stigma, i.e., [31,32,33]. 


Therapeutic offers that people with pedophilic interests can turn to are few and far between. The 
German Prevention Network “Don’t offend” was founded in 2005, and offers free and confidential 
treatment for people with pedophilia who are seeking therapeutic help (for further information: 
https://www.dont-offend.org). The therapy aims to prevent both hands-on offenses and offenses related 
to child sexual abuse images, to support patients to accept and integrate their sexual preference in 
their self-image, and to reduce psychological distress, i.e., [34,35]. 


1.3. Media Coverage of Pedophilia 


Media coverage on pedophilia is often informed by extreme cases of child sexual abuse [32,33]. 
Catering to viewers’ pre-existing negative ideas about pedophilia, most media coverage cements the 
stigmatizing assumption that individuals with pedophilia are predatory child sexual offenders and that 
every child sexual offender has pedophilic interests [11,28,32,36]. The prime example of incorrect 
reporting in this context is the case of Marc Dutroux, a Belgian who abused and murdered several 
children, adolescents, and women in the nineties, and whom the media framed as a dangerous 
pedophile [37], even though expert witnesses came to the conclusion that his acts were motivated by a 
severe antisocial personality disorder, not pedophilia [38]. On the other hand, there are also 
evidence-based media reports that correctly inform about the treatment of pedophilic disorder or about 
child sexual abuse prevention, i.e., [31,32,33,39]. 


Results of different studies show that educating about a stigmatized minority in the media tends to 
increase the acceptance of this group in society, i.e., [40], particularly when common myths are 
addressed and replaced with more accurate information [41]. For instance, the public relations of the 
German Prevention Network “Don’t offend” pursues the goal of raising problem awareness among 
people who feel sexually attracted to children and are at risk of committing sexual offenses. Through 
targeted press and public relations work, people who feel sexual impulses aimed at children are 
informed about the treatment that is provided by the Prevention Network. Under the campaign motto 
“To keep fantasies from becoming offenses!”, the program communicates the message that people 
with pedophilia are not responsible for their sexual attraction but for their behavior, and that there are 
therapeutic options for those who are afraid of committing sexual offenses. This message is directed 
both at potential clients with pedophilic interests and the public in order to initiate a more objective and 
fact-based discussion about pedophilia in society. To achieve this goal, the project is open to 
cooperation with journalists, i.e., [42]. 


1.4. The Present Research 


As of now, little is known about the impact of the media coverage of pedophilia on persons with 
pedophilia, particularly those in need of treatment. The present study aims to get a deeper 
understanding of the consequences of the media coverage of pedophilia with respect to stigma, 


well-being, mental health, treatment, and offense prevention. To this end, we conducted a qualitative 
interview study with 11 healthcare practitioners at the Berlin site of the Prevention Network “Don't 
offend” to investigate the benefits and risks of the media coverage about pedophilia from their point of 
view. Specifically, we sought answers to the following four research questions (RQ) from healthcare 
practitioners’ perspectives: 


(RQ1) How do therapists perceive the German media coverage about pedophilia, and how well 
does it correspond to healthcare practitioners’ clinical knowledge? 

(RQ2) Which are the most common misconceptions in the media coverage of pedophilia? 
(RQ3) What are the benefits and risks of the media coverage of pedophilia in general and for 
help-seeking pedophiles? 

(RQ4) What are newsworthy information on pedophilia from the healthcare practitioners’ point 
of view? 


Based on the results, the present study aims to develop a fact box for journalists in order to ensure a 
differentiated and destigmatizing media coverage. The complete study was conducted according to the 
Standards for Reporting Qualitative Research (SRQR, see [43]). 
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2. Methods 


2.1. Participants 


Previous research [44,45] demonstrated that many healthcare practitioners are not familiar with the 
treatment of paraphilias, especially pedophilic disorders. This is because paraphilias and their 
treatment only play a subordinate role in both therapeutic and medical training. Furthermore, not every 
healthcare practitioner wants to offer treatment for people with a pedophilic disorder [46,47,48]. For 
this reason, we invited specialized healthcare practitioners (psychiatrists and psychotherapists) from 
the Berlin site of the Prevention Network “Don’t offend” to participate in the present qualitative study. 
All healthcare practitioners are experienced therapists who have worked with self-referred, 
help-seeking people with pedophilic interests for years. At the time of the data collection, the Berlin site 
of the Prevention Network “Don’t offend” was funded by the German Federal Ministry for Justice and 
Consumer Protection. 


The participants of the study have given full consent to be the case of this study. All information 
acquired was anonymous, as informants were registered under pseudonyms. This social science study 
was conducted according to norms of the Code of Ethics of the World Medical Association (Declaration 
of Helsinki). 


A total of 11 healthcare practitioners participated in the study. The participants have worked for the 
Berlin site of the Prevention Project “Don’t offend” for many years (M = 5.75). Seven of them were 
psychologists and four medical doctors. Their age ranged from 26 to 55 (M = 36.18), and five of them 
were female. 


2.2. Materials 


A semi-structured interview including six thematic blocks was developed: 1. healthcare practitioners’ 
daily work routine, 2. perceived media coverage of pedophilia, 3. the ideal media coverage from 
participants’ point of view, 4. media coverage and its influence on the barriers to seeking treatment, 5. 
effects of the media coverage on therapy progress, 6. benefits and risks of the media coverage as well 
as sociodemographic variables. The interviews were conducted in German. Translated materials are 
included in Appendix A. 


2.3. Procedure 


All healthcare practitioners were contacted by email. After obtaining informed consent of each 
participant according to the Declaration of Helsinki, a trained interviewer (first author) conducted 
semi-structured face-to-face interviews in January 2017. The interview guide is provided in Appendix 
A. All interviews were recorded with the permission of the participants and subsequently transcribed. 
According to the Principle of Saturation we closed the data collection after 11 interviews, since the last 
interviews did not add any new aspects to our research questions. Even though the number of cases 
seems small, many other studies, i.e., [49,50] have shown that a case number between 10 and 12 
persons can be sufficient if the focus is on phenomenological aspects and the group of interviewees is 
sufficiently homogenous. In such cases, larger samples are not expected to bring any significant added 
value [51,52]. 


2.4. Data Analysis 


Interview data were processed according to Mayring’s [53] qualitative content analysis. In the first step 
of the analysis, the first author read the entire interviews several times. In the second step, the first 
author selected statements and their contexts that seemed relevant for answering the research 
questions. The first author also considered statements and their contexts that did not directly answer 
the research questions, but imparted other important information. In the third step, the first author 
paraphrased and generalized all statements and reduced them to categories (for examples, see Table 
1). In the fourth step, the first author embedded all identified categories in a broader context of 
meanings (e.g., quotes). In the final step, the first author discussed the results with the co-authors. In 
case of discrepancies, corresponding categories and quotations were revisited and their meaning was 
discussed until a consensus was reached. For all steps of data analysis, the software f4analyse 
(version 2.5 for iOS; dr. dresing & pehl GmbH, Marburg, Germany) was used. 


Table 1 


Example data analysis. 


Quote Paraphrase Generalizability Reduction/Category 


“Well, the classic 


l l a classic mistake is No distinction between 
mistake is to equate No differentiation 
7 to equate sexual interest and 
pedophilia and sexual . between offense 
pedophilia and sexually abusive 
offense. Which happens and preference; 
sexual offense; f behavior 


again and again. 

typical mistakes are 
Otherwise typical 

made: diagnosing 


mistakes are made: diagnosing without __ 
without a Diagnosing without a 


diagnosing without a a diagnostician i 
diagnostician diagnostician 
diagnostician (...).” 
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3. Results 


In the following, we present the results according to the identified categories and grouped 
paraphrases. 


3.1. Perceived Media Coverage and Correspondence with Clinical Knowledge 
(RQ1) 


In order to get a deeper understanding of the media coverage of pedophilia and its consequences, we 
asked the participants to describe the media coverage from their point of view. From these statements, 
we were able to identify a total of four central categories, which are described in detail below. 


3.1.1. Little Differentiation between Pedophilia and Sexual Offending, but Positive Trend 
Recognizable 


Most of the 11 participants perceived the German media coverage of pedophilia as undifferentiated. 
From their point of view, media coverage of pedophilia is usually linked to current cases of child sexual 
abuse and does not distinguish between pedophilia as sexual interest, a pedophilic sexual preference 
disorder, and sexually abusive behavior against children (P2: “So the biggest problem of news 
reporting is actually still that child abuse (...) is not separated from pedophilia”). In this context, two 


participants described the media coverage as unobjective (P3: "As far as pedophilia is concerned, | 
miss (...) the necessary objectivity.”) and two more said that the media coverage is inconsistent (P4: 
“So | see two types of reporting”). Nevertheless, seven participants noted a positive trend towards a 
more differentiated media coverage over time (P7: “I think a lot has happened recently. A lot may be 
exaggerated, but something has changed.”). One participant thought that this change is largely due to 
the intense public information campaign for the Prevention Network “Don’t offend”. 


3.1.2. Emotionally Charged and Stigmatizing 


Even if some of the interviewees described an improvement in media coverage, the majority of 
therapists were in agreement that the media coverage is, for the most part, emotionally charged and 
stigmatizing. 


P3: “Emotional and heated.” 


P8: “Catastrophic (Laughing) would be the honest answer. (...) very undifferentiated, very 
inflammatory, and very emotional, so little fact-based.” 


About half of the participants (n = 5) highlighted that the selective reporting of extreme cases of child 
sexual abuse (framed as “pedophilia”) turns public opinion against people with pedophilic interests. In 
this context, participants also invoked recent scandals like the alleged possession of child sexual 
abuse material by Sebastian Edathy, a prominent former member of parliament [54]. 


P3: “It is often very emotional, there is some kind of hook (...). Keyword Edathy (...). It always 
appears to be very emotionally charged (...).” 


The healthcare practitioners expressed fears that the media contributes to the stigmatization of people 
with pedophilia with emotionally charged reports that “lump them [people with pedophilia] together” 
(P2, P8, and P10) with people who commit child sexual offenses, and popular frames or metaphors 
like “pedophiles are monsters” (P6). 


3.1.3. Definition and Characterization of Pedophilia in the Media versus by Clinicians 


Since it could be assumed that the media do not portray pedophilia or people with pedophilic interests 
accurately, we wanted to know what percentage of media coverage correctly depicts the clinical 
definition of pedophilia and/or pedophilic sexual preference disorder. For this reason, we asked the 
interviewees to estimate the percentage of the media coverage that imparts correct information about 
both. Even though participants found this difficult to answer (P1: “Very complicated question.”), all 
eventually provided an estimate. A slight majority (n = 7) estimated that a maximum of one-third of 
media coverage corresponds with their clinical knowledge. From the clinicians’ point of view, the 
sensationalist coverage, which does not reflect the clinical picture of pedophilia, prevails. 


P1: “(...) that’s a fraction. One per mill.” 


P2: “So if you understand pedophilia in the context of international classifications [ICD-10], | 
guess that’s used correctly in a maximum of 20 percent of cases.” 


P6: “Not more than 30 percent [evidence-based media coverage about pedophilia].” 


Three participants stated that 50 percent or even more of the media coverage is based on scientific 
and clinical evidence. 


P5: “I’m not following so intensively, but what I’m seeing... Pd estimate that 70 percent is 
serious coverage, and the dubious, short-wave coverage is about 30-40 percent.” 


One participant mentioned that people with pedophilic interests who do not sexually offend against 
children are not interesting enough for reporting. 


P2: “It is very rare that the media presents a pedophile as a pleasant person and it is also 
rare that there is any reporting at all, unless something has happened. So, if the pedophile 
has never touched a child, pedophilia is suddenly not an issue anymore. That would be 
uninteresting, so to speak.” 


3.1.4. The Quality Depends on the Media 


All participants acknowledged differences between at least two types of media coverage: high-quality 
reports and sensationalist reports. According to the perception of the interviewees, certain journalists 
deal with the topic and report on it in a nuanced and fact-based manner. In their opinion, these kinds of 
high-quality reports are well researched by journalists and include essential information about the 
topic. 


P3: “(...) there are also good articles (...) that really make an effort, which have also spoken 
with participants [patients from the prevention project that therapists work for], which embed 
this in figures, and which remain factual.” 


On the other hand, the interviewees also described sensationalist reports. Four participants stated that 
reports in the so-called yellow press reports were particularly undifferentiated and emotional. 


P1: “TIt is] depending on what media you're looking at. [...] In the yellow press, it is called 
"The monster from so-and-so” and in the Süddeutsche Zeitung [quality medium in Germany] 
it does not even make the news.” 


P9: “But the newspapers or magazines or even television programs, which | would consider 
to be of higher quality, deal more with the background information than those which are 
called yellow press.” 


3.2. Most Common Misconceptions in the Media Coverage of Pedophilia (RQ2) 


Our participants mentioned two typical misconceptions, which are outlined in the following. 


3.2.1. No Distinction between Sexual Interest and Sexually Abusive Behavior 


Again, all healthcare practitioners stated that the most common misconception in the media coverage 
of pedophilia is the missing distinction between pedophilia as sexual interest and sexually abusive 
behavior against children. They emphasized that this is a gross oversimplification with severe and 
negative consequences for society and people with pedophilia (see also RQ3). 


P1: “Well, the most classic mistake is to equate pedophilia with sexual offence. Which 
happens again and again...” 


P3: “The most common mistake is still the equation of pedophilia with child sexual abuse and 
the assumption that every pedophile man in the first place is driven to commit or wants to 
harm children. It’s also something you read a lot, and to be honest, I’ve been here for many 
years [as a therapist] and | haven’t met a patient who wants to harm a child, but they just 
have that predisposition and have to deal with it.” 


3.2.2. Diagnosing without a Diagnostician 


Therapists frequently criticized that journalists often jump to conclusions about the sexual interests of a 
suspect in a sexual abuse case, labelling that person as a ‘pedophile’ based on criminal actions 
instead of a careful diagnostic examination. According to the respondents, journalists miss the fact that 
in many cases, sexual offending is not motivated by corresponding pedophilic interests. 


P4: “For example (...) a person has child sexual abuse images on the computer [...]. It is often 
concluded that it might have something to do with a sexual interest in children, but in the end, 
it is not at all clear what is actually the motivation behind this use of child sexual abuse 
images (...). It is not at all clear if there is a pedophilic motivation behind it or if other things 
like sadistic fantasies play a role (...). So, these are the most frequent premature speculations 
[...] in the media.” 


P10: “So there are perpetrators and understandably, [there is] public indignation about the 
crimes and it is often then that the pedophilia label comes into play, which is not correct, 


because perpetrators can be pedophilic but do not have to be and because pedophilic men 
can become perpetrators but not necessarily.” 


Additionally, some participants noted that journalists might be understandably overwhelmed with the 
task of writing about a controversial topic like pedophilia without prior clinical or scientific training. 


P11: “That [topic sexuality] sounds as if everybody could write about it, but there’s also a field 
of ’sexual science’ in the background and to write about it just like that, without the 
background knowledge, | think it’s also a challenge and that leads, | think, to 
misunderstandings.” 


3.3. Benefits and Risks of the Media Coverage about Pedophilia (RQ3) 


The 11 therapists uniformly agreed that from their point of view, the media coverage of pedophilia 
affects society in general and help-seeking people with pedophilic interests in particular. Furthermore, 
all of them noted positive and negative consequences, which will be broken down in parts in the 
following section. 


3.3.1. Educating and Destigmatizing 


The interviewees described that media coverage of pedophilia offers two opportunities on a societal 
level. Firstly, the media confront society with this topic, drawing people’s attention to the fact that 
pedophilia exists and that it is not “a marginal phenomenon of society” (P1). On the other hand, media 
coverage can educate society about this topic (P9: "/ see opportunities in educating the public.”). 
However, from the participants’ point of view, these opportunities only arise when the media coverage 
of pedophilia includes evidence-based content and handles the topic sensitively and in a 
destigmatizing way. Also, a few participants described the media dissemination of information about 
prevention offers like the Prevention Network “Don’t offend” as a powerful tool to generate more 
beneficial effects through media coverage. 


P8: “So I can see the potential, if you [the media] approached it in a more fact-based way 
and less emotional.” 


P3: “Destigmatization in the sense of “constant dripping is wearing down the stone”. One can 
only emphasize: nobody chooses it [pedophilia], but it is there, what are we going to do with 
it, etc.” 


3.3.2. Perpetuating the Existing Social Stigma in Society 


Participants uniformly stated that the existing stigma by no differentiation between pedophilic interests 
and sexually abusive behavior against children, and emotionalization of the topic is perpetuated by 
media coverage. 


P5: “I think the media can contribute very much to (...) destigmatization just as they can 
contribute very much to stigmatization.” 


P4: “Risks arise above all from journalists not knowing the tools of their trade well enough or 
knowing them but consciously using them in a somewhat different way and not 
communicating certain nuances and attempting to get a sensationalist headline.” 


3.3.3. Raising Awareness and Increasing the Self-Reference to Therapy 


Respondents stated that media coverage of pedophilia raises awareness for those who have these 
sexual interests. From their point of view, media coverage helps some pedophilic individuals become 
aware of problematic aspects of their sexuality. 


P4: “Simply raising awareness that there might be a problem can be achieved by people 
becoming aware of the media coverage (...) and then thinking ‘there might be a problem with 


1 


me. 


Furthermore, ten therapists observed that media coverage prompts potential patients to seek contact 
with the Prevention Network “Don't offend”. According to the respondents, this effect was most 
pronounced when independent journalists cooperated with the treatment project, or when media 
campaigns were launched by the project itself. Hence, it was noted that the Prevention Network “Don’t 
offend” depended on the media reporting on it: 


P3: “Yes, the contacts correlate with ads in major newspapers. Whenever something is in the 
media, more people contact us. So, we are dependent on being featured in the media.” 


P7: “At the same time, when good articles are published or good interviews are done, more 
patients contact us. That means you can reach a lot of people.” 


The positive correlation between media coverage of pedophilia (especially when the Prevention 
Network “Don’t offend” was involved in reporting) and number of patients seeking contact led many to 
conclude that media coverage can also help overcome the barrier to seeking therapy. 


P4; “And the second thing is, if you find out that there’s a professional offer available, it could 
definitely lower your inhibitions about confiding in a healthcare professional.” 


3.3.4. Increasing Therapy Barriers and Decreasing Self-Esteem 


Most of the therapists stated that media reporting on pedophilia, particularly in the context of 
low-quality tabloid coverage, can negatively affect the motivation of people with pedophilia to seek 
therapy. 


P5: “There were people who introduced themselves to us, who have known about the project 
for a long time and have the feeling that this might be something for me and who, due to the 
stigmatization they experience in public, and adding the current media coverage, has 
prevented them from contacting us. With others it was exactly the other way around.” 


The therapists repeatedly mentioned the stigmatization of people with pedophilic interests, which is 
exacerbated by various media. According to the interviewees, this stigmatizing media coverage stops 
people with pedophilic interests from seeking help and increases their level of distress. 


P6: “Stigmatization then already keeps patients from contacting us at all. (...) It [media 
coverage] also helps because people no longer want to be stigmatized and then need 
therapy in our project. But it also keeps them away because even with us or anyone else, 
they don’t dare to speak about what is really going on inside.” 


Moreover, participants believed that the sensationalist and stigmatizing media reports influence the 
self-perception of those affected and increase their fear of disclosing. 


P4: “Yes, of course, very sensationalistic reporting (...) can of course lead one to thinking ‘Oh 
God, I better not out myself.” 


P2: “Conversely, of course, people will feel stigmatized, they will have difficulty turning to us, 
because the image they have of themselves is ‘the monster’, ‘the felon’. Even if that doesn’t 
correspond to reality. So, it has an impact, of course. It mainly has an influence on the 
self-perception of the people concerned.” 


Participants hypothesized that it is through its negative influence on self-perception and the fear of 
coming out, that the stigma conveyed by the media leads to social isolation among people with 
pedophilia. Furthermore, social isolation, in turn, represents a risk factor for committing child sexual 
abuse (hands-on as well as hands-off offenses), as one participant mentioned. 


P2: “Risk is stigmatization, which is not good for anyone, because stigmatization is followed 
of course by loneliness. And loneliness is a risk factor for, again in the broadest sense, child 
sexual abuse or the use of child sexual abuse images.” 


Although the media coverage may have a negative influence on the acceptance of prevention offers, 
several interviewees pointed out that they mainly deal with people with pedophilic interests who have 
already overcome this barrier. 


P1: “I don’t know the people who don’t come to us. | know that it is a problem for many 
people who are with us that pedophilia is so stigmatized. And therefore, inhibitions are 
growing about opening it up to someone else. But those who come to us have overcome this 
barrier.” 


3.3.5. Consequences for People with Pedophilia during the Course of Their Treatment 


Since the patients of the Prevention Network “Don’t offend” have already overcome the barrier to 
self-referring to therapy, we wanted to know about further effects that the media coverage might have 
on people with pedophilic interests during the course of treatment. 


Patients with Pedophilia Suffer from the Stigmatizing Media Coverage 


The therapists agreed that media coverage affects their patients in other respects as well. Mainly, 
participants described that stigmatizing through media coverage increases their patients’ distress, 
self-stigma, and fear of coming out. 


P8: “So this goes as far as Suicidal thoughts” 


P2: “Well, | assume that a large part of the media coverage contributes to stigmatization and 
from that we know that our patients fee! much more stigmatized (...) this naturally has an 
influence on their self-esteem (...) and that they think they are much bigger monsters than 
society [does].” 


Dealing with the Stigmatizing Media Coverage Often Becomes Part of Therapy 


Therapists reported that the media coverage of pedophilia typically becomes a recurring theme within 
the weekly group therapy sessions. They pointed out that this is particularly likely when media reports 
about a prominent case of child sexual abuse or child sexual abuse image offending (e.g., Sebastian 
Edathy) or a change in the law occurs. In this context, patients and therapists would typically discuss 
the public image of ‘the pedophile’ and whether and how much patients identify with it. If the media 
coverage on this topic is intense, they noted that patients became more afraid that others may discover 
their sexual interests and felt more discriminated. The participating healthcare professionals reported 
that they attempted to encourage patients to critically scrutinize stigmatizing articles and to remind 
themselves how media processing works (e.g., focusing only on people who offend against children). 


P3: “[Patients] who tell us ‘We feel like we are denounced as monsters, just because of these 
sexual interests.” 


P4: ‘[This] | have to answer with ’no’, but also because we do not provide any conceptual 
recommendations. But it [media coverage] is addressed and from it how they sort this 
information for themselves into their world view.” 


P11: “Nothing specific, except that we’re going to discuss how media coverage works.” 


3.4. Newsworthy Information on Pedophilia from the Therapists’ Point of View 
(RQ4) 
The participants stated that excellent reporting on pedophilia is characterized by a nuanced, objective, 


nonjudgmental, and destigmatizing portrayal. Furthermore, respondents highlighted four facts that 
journalists should address in their reporting, which are described in the following. 


3.4.1. Difference between Sexual Preference and Sexual Behavior against Children 


Everyone agreed that the media should inform that having sexual interests in children and sexual 
offenses against children are not the same thing. 


P2: “Well, whenever the word pedophilia comes up, it should be written in big letters (...) as 
an introduction: “Pedophilia is not child sexual abuse and child sexual abuse is not 
pedophilia. Or just a definition box. ‘What is pedophilia?” 


P1: “The difference between sexual preference and sexual behavior should be addressed 
again and again if possible.” 


3.4.2. Condemn Offending, Do not Condemn Fantasies 


Furthermore, some respondents pointed out that reporting the differentiation between sexual 
preference and sexual behavior against children also means to distinguish between the levels of 
sexual fantasy and sexual behavior. In contrast to sexual fantasies with children, they emphasized, 
adults’ sexual behavior with children should always be condemned, regardless of the sexual 
preference of the offender. 


P4: “In sexuality, there is a big difference between what happens in fantasies or on the 
imaginary level and what we actually act out on the behavioral level.” 


P8: “Fantasy is not behavior.” 


3.4.3. Not a Marginal Phenomenon in Society 


Although people with pedophilia are often considered to be very rare, some of the respondents (n = 3) 
considered it important to point out that having sexual fantasies involving children is not a rare 
phenomenon in society. 


P1: “And the fact that it is not a marginal phenomenon of society.” 


3.4.4. No One Chooses His or Her Sexual Preference 


Participants argued that since people with pedophilic interests are rejected by many people in society 
and are often accused of having deliberately chosen this sexual preference, media reporting should 
highlight that nobody chooses these sexual interests and that no one deserves to be judged or blamed 
because of it. 


P7: “That it starts with puberty, which means not only among people with 50+ years, that it 
can actually happen to anyone and that no one deliberately chooses it.” 
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4. Discussion 


This study used qualitative methodology to gain insight into the characteristics and effects of the 
current media coverage of pedophilia in Germany. To this end, we interviewed 11 healthcare 
professionals of the Berlin site of the Prevention Network “Don’t offend” with regards to their perception 
of the media coverage of pedophilia (RQ1), common misconceptions (RQ2), benefits and risks of the 
media coverage of pedophilia (RQ3), and facts that journalists should be aware of when writing about 
pedophilia (RQ4). 


Our participants described the media coverage of pedophilia as undifferentiated, emotionally charged, 
and stigmatizing. Yet, our results also indicate considerable differences in media depictions of people 
with pedophilia. This is in line with previous research, i.e., [31], which observed that media reports 
about pedophilia do not portray this phenomenon realistically. In particular, the study participants 
criticized the common equation of pedophilia with child sexual abuse by labeling a person as a 
‘pedophile’ based on criminal offenses rather than a thorough clinical assessment of the defendant's 
sexual interests. This is a common concern in the literature on stigmatization and pedophilia in many 
Western countries, i.e., [11,32,33,36]. Nevertheless, participants also perceived a positive trend 
towards more fact-based media reports in Germany throughout the last few years. 


In line with the literature on the stigma of mental illness or sexual offending, i.e., [14,19,21,40], our 
results suggest that media coverage can both educate society and perpetuate stigmatizing beliefs. 
Strikingly, our results indicate that even negative reporting may have benefits, at least compared to no 
reporting, because it may raise awareness of their sexuality among people with pedophilia. 
Nevertheless, from the point of view of the therapists in this sample, accurate reports on pedophilia are 


seen as most beneficial. This corresponds to several studies demonstrating a positive impact of an 
objective and benevolent media coverage on public attitudes towards people with mental disorders or 
people who have sexually offended, i.e., [14,40]. 


In line with the news value theory [15,16], our findings suggest that people with pedophilia are primarily 
the subject of discussion in the context of current high-profile cases of child sexual abuse. Although 
media reporting in Germany now seems to be more balanced and also reports on existing prevention 
offers, the media still tends to conflate pedophilia and child sexual abuse, while non-offending people 
with pedophilia are not newsworthy for journalists. The clinicians in the current sample were uniformly 
critical of this type of reporting, as they noted that it put people with pedophilia at risk of emotional 
distress through the internalization of stigmatization and fears of being rejected. Put another way, this 
means that the one-sided and undifferentiated media coverage is likely to contribute to the 
development of a pedophilic disorder by triggering distress symptoms like shame or anxiety in relation 
to pedophilic interests. 


Accordingly, a survey by Cohen and colleagues [55] revealed that more than one-third of their 
community sample of participants with pedophilia reported chronic suicidal ideation. Against that 
background, it seems indispensable that non-offending pedophiles are given a higher news value to 
counteract one-sided media coverage, which may add to psychological distress. Nevertheless, 
nuanced and fact-based reporting can only emerge if journalists receive expert help and guidance 
when writing about topics that are fraught with emotion and stigma. The successful adoption of expert 
guidelines for journalists has been demonstrated in other areas (e.g., guidelines for reporting on 
suicide that were developed by the World Health Organization [56]). It is therefore important to develop 
guidelines for media coverage of pedophilia and to distribute them to journalists’ associations. 


Furthermore, our results suggest various negative influences of the media coverage especially on 
those people with pedophilic interests who are seeking therapeutic help. This corresponds with other 
quantitative and qualitative studies that indicated a negative effect of public stigma on people with 
pedophilic interests [26,29,30], while adding important observations on how the media reporting in 
particular may add to this stigma. With regards to the influence of media stigmatization on the barrier to 
self-referring to treatment, our study provides further valuable insights. While a previous quantitative 
study did not find a significant correlation between stigma-related stress and therapy motivation among 
a non-clinical sample of men with pedophilia [28], therapists in the present study assumed that 
stigmatizing media reports decrease the willingness to seek therapy among people with pedophilic 
disorder. If their assumptions are correct, destigmatizing media content represents a viable route to 
decrease therapy barriers from the participants’ point of view. Yet, little is known about the effect of 
different types of media reporting on willingness to pursue treatment among people with pedophilia. 
Hence, to gain a better understanding of the effects of media reporting, further research may 
experimentally investigate the effects of different types of media coverage on increasing therapy 
motivation among people with pedophilic disorder. In this context it seems essential to investigate the 
framing of the articles. As discussed above, media outlets typically report about treatment offers for 
people with pedophilia in the context of child sexual abuse prevention, which implies that people with 
pedophilia need therapy primarily to prevent them from sexually offending against children. This kind of 
prevention framing may not reflect the actual needs of many non-offending people with pedophilia. 
According to recent studies [29], many people with pedophilic disorder are primarily looking for help to 
learn how to deal with psychosocial problems and psychological distress and not because they see 


themselves at risk of committing child sexual abuse offenses. An additional or alternative framing, 
which focuses on the psychological needs of the affected persons and not on child sexual abuse 
prevention, could inform non-offending people with pedophilia about therapeutic approaches that better 
suit their mental health goals. 


Compared to other countries, German laws protect therapist/client confidentiality, including information 
about paraphilic fantasies and potential past sexual offenses. This confidentiality creates a safe 
environment that encourages help-seeking people with pedophilia to confide in a therapist. 
Consequently, primary prevention programs against child sexual abuse like the “Don’t offend” project 
or other programs specialized in the treatment of people with pedophilic disorders could establish 
themselves relatively easily in Germany compared to countries with, e.g., mandatory reporting laws. 
We therefore suggest that future research should examine the media coverage on pedophilia in other 
countries and media systems, where we might expect an even greater lack of evidence-based 
reporting on pedophilia and less availability and awareness of treatment opportunities for pedophilic 
disorder. This makes it all the more important to investigate how the media in other countries report on 
pedophilia and which social rooms people with pedophilic interests create for themselves (i.e., web 
forums) when no or only limited therapeutic options are available. 


To improve the quality of the media coverage of pedophilia, participants highlighted four key facts that 
should be mentioned in every article on the topic that is targeting a general audience. Again, the 
equation of pedophilia with child sexual abuse has been singled out as the most pertinent point by the 
study participants, since it perpetuates the stigma attached to pedophilia and may cut people with 
pedophilia off from sources of social and emotional support. Therefore, therapists recommend that 
media reports need to explain the difference between pedophilia as sexual interest and sexual 
offending against children. As suggested by Harper and Harris [57], using the term ‘people with sexual 
interests in children‘ instead of ‘pedophile’ to avoid the association with people who sexually offend can 
be a first step towards decreasing the conflation between the two concepts, see also [58]. Moreover, in 
the context of reporting on child sexual abuse cases, journalists should only use the term 
pedophilia/pedophilic disorder if there is sufficient evidence (typically based on psychiatric or 
sexological expert witness assessment) that the defendant actually has a sexual interest in children. 
Unless such information is available, journalists should refrain from using potentially false diagnostic 
labels, and instead use more accurate terminology like “the accused/defendant”. Journalists may also 
use this opportunity to remind their readers that sexual offending behavior is not a reliable indicator of 
pedophilia, as a considerable proportion of sexual offenses against children are committed by people 
without a sexual preference for children. 


Additionally, participants stated that it is essential to communicate that sexual fantasies and sexual 
behavior are different concepts and not synonymous. This is in line with research that demonstrates 
that people who have sexual fantasies about harmful or illegal acts (as in the case of fantasies about 
sexual aggression) overwhelmingly do not act on these fantasies, i.e., [59]. 


Furthermore, pedophilia is not as rare as many may presume it is and should therefore not be reported 
as a marginal phenomenon [1,2,3]. 


Previous research found that people with stigmatized identities (e.g., mental disorders) are often 
blamed for having this stigma by others, which may lead to both social rejection and social withdrawal 


[60,61,62]. This makes it all the more important to communicate that people with pedophilic interests 
do not choose their sexual interests, as no one else does. 
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5. Limitations 


Although the results are intriguing, they are based on a small and highly selective sample of clinicians 
from the Berlin site of the Prevention Network “Don’t offend”. As noted by the study participants 
themselves, they only had clinical experiences with a subsample of people with pedophilia, namely 
those who self-referred to the project and who experienced psychological distress and/or saw 
themselves at risk for sexual offenses. Hence, they cannot provide insights regarding people with 
pedophilia who are not in need of therapy or seek other therapeutic options. Also, they cannot inform 
our perspective regarding people with pedophilia who sexually offend against children or are at risk of 
doing so but are not problem-aware and not motivated to seek treatment. In particular, participants are 
likely to have limited contact with people with pedophilia who do not experience distress due to their 
sexual interests or are not concerned about acting on their sexual impulses (e.g., because they have 
sufficient behavioral control). Furthermore, therapists would not have contact with people with 
pedophilia who are too afraid to contact the Prevention Network “Don’t offend” due to their fear of 
stigmatization and also the fear that they might be recognized and identified or other reasons (e.g., 
limited mobility, lack of time) that might keep potential clients from contacting the “Don’t offend” 
Network. This might have led to therapists over- or underestimating the potential negative effect of 
stigmatizing media reports on willingness to pursue therapy. Future studies that analyze the impact of 
media coverage on people with pedophilic interests in non-clinical settings may remedy some of these 
shortcomings, as these might be able to reach participants who might benefit from therapy but have 
not sought therapeutic help so far. 


Qualitative designs can help to further our understanding of a given subject and/or generate new 
hypotheses. In our case, the descriptive approach enabled us to gain valuable insights about the 
complex relationship between media stigmatization, symptoms of distress, and therapy acceptance 
among people with pedophilia, which should be further explored in larger and more controlled 
quantitative studies. Yet, reducing the interviews to a selection of paraphrased codes and thematic 
frames can lead to a loss of information or idiosyncratic meaning [63]. Furthermore, we cannot 
determine the strength or significance of an effect, nor establish causality based on our results. Hence, 
we recommend the use of quantitative measures and experimental settings to test the causal effects of 
stigmatizing reports with more methodological rigor, i.e., [21]. 
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6. Conclusions 


The present study aimed to yield a deeper understanding of the consequences of media coverage of 
pedophilia for the mental health of people with pedophilia and their help-seeking behavior. The results 
suggest that media coverage of pedophilia has a range of potential risks and benefits. Most 


importantly, the emotionalized, stigmatizing, and uniformly negative media coverage of pedophilia, 
which is common in the yellow press (i.e., no differentiation between pedophilia as sexual preference, 
pedophilic disorder as a mental disorder, and sexual offenses against children) appears to be most 
harmful. 


Ischebeck and Stelzmann [64] argue that many misconceptions of pedophilia are due to a lack of 
knowledge among journalists. Some journalists in their survey stated that they would like to have more 
expert support regarding this topic. In line with this, our findings indicate that cooperations between 
journalists and clinical experts can transform the way that journalists write about mental disorders. For 
this reason, both mental health practitioners who are sexologically qualified and treat people with a 
pedophilic disorder and journalists should actively cooperate to increase the quality of media reporting 
about pedophilia, pedophilic disorder, and child sexual abuse. Furthermore, it seems appropriate, as 
with other mental illnesses, to formulate guidelines for journalists. For example, the World Health 
Organization published detailed recommendations on how to report ethically about suicide (e.g., 
“Provide information about where to seek help”) [56]. As a first step to support an ethically sensitive 
reporting about pedophilia, we propose a fact box (Figure 1), which includes newsworthy facts on 
pedophilia from the experts’ point of view. 
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